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either were not to be molested, if peaceable ; and
fugitives from justice charged with high crimes were to
be mutually given up. The commercial arrangements
of the Treaty were limited in their operation to two years
after the termination of the war in which Great Britain
was then engaged. The Treaty was ratified by the
Senate and signed by the President in the summer of
1795-

It might have been supposed that this Treaty, which
was extremely fovorable to the commerce of the United
Sutes, would have been received with satisfaction by
the people of that country, but it was for otherwise.
The Democrats had resolved to oppose it. no matter
what its provisions might be. especially if it should
remove all pretexts for a war with Great Britain. They
had already disclosed the spirit which influenced them
by their violent opposition to Jay's appointment, and,
when the Treaty was before the Senate, efforts were
made to intimidate the members of tliat body so that
they might refuse to ratify it. Democratic news-
papers told their readers that they should blush to
think, "America should degrade herself so much as to
enter into any kind ofa treaty with a power now tottering
on die brink of ruin. " France according to these news-
papers was the natural ally of the United States, and
the nation on whom tiieir political existence depended.
*'The nation on whom our political existence depends."
said one of these publications, "we have treated witii
indifference bordering on contempt. Let us unite with
France and stand or fall togetiier." These words so
truthfully uttered the result of the war of i8 12 that they
may be regarded as almost prophetic. The United
States did virtually unite with France, and they and
France fell together.


