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*he christian to desire the honors and luxuries of life,

“ind thus learn with the apostle, 1n whatever state

he 1s, therewith to be content?

Aud should 1t ¢cven please the Father of mercie« to
tusit hbs friends and followers with the heaviest afflic
Liows, the recollection  that all events are undet the
disposal ot utinmite wi~dom and gooduess, will repres~
he nising murmur and diffuse a delightful calm thio’
he ~oul, ta1 ~uperior to the exultation that arses from
earthly prosperity  Lven 1o these days the con~ola-
tions of religion are vometimes ~cen 1o raise the great=
st ~utlerers above all thenr temporal affficuons, and
to make them tniumph, when human nature, unsupa
ported would «ink 1ato dejection o1 de~parn

Who but the chiistian for starce, <an look with
stedtastness aud serenity, nay, oiten with joy and glod-
2ess, on the approach ot that solemn hour which will
not only separate him from the most foved earthly
~cenes and compantons, but convey hus <pitit to on un-
tried unchangeable state, and bring hm into the aw-
ful presence of an intimtely great and holy God ? In.
fidelity will indeed <ometimes, though <eldem ~tcel
the heart against such 1mportant consideraticus , .nd
the lamentable ignorance in which most m n hve,
both of Gud aud ot themselves, may draw a vell over
these tremendous ~cenes, and svoth them 1110 o fatal
stupor and security Bt it 1s the <incere disciple of
Chnist alone who, at the same time that he 1mpastial-
iy reviews his whole conduct, and seew sin 1n ali 1ts
malignity and awful consequences cau resien his soul
with the most perfect composure, and a hope tull of
unmortality, into the hand of him who made 1t

Permit me, my christian readers to lquire can 1n-
finite wisdom be mistaken? can 1nfinite goodness be
cruel ? can infinite truth be false ?  Allow him that
knows the end from the beginning, to know better
what 1s good for you than you do for yourself; and to
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