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the captain and passengers, as they wer: short
of provisions, determined to range the coast.
Entering the harbor of Monterey,® on the coast
of California, in order to obtain provisions, they
learned that there was an English vessel-of-war
in distress, in the bay of San Francisco.t They
repaired thither accordingly, and found, to their

great surprise, that it was the sloop Raccoon.

This vessel, in"getting out of the River Columbia, .

had touched on the bar, with such \'ié)lence, that
a part of her false keel was carried away; and
she had with difficulty made San Francisco, with
seven feet of water in the hold, although her
crew had becn constantly at the pumps. Cap-
~ tain Black, finding it impoésible to repair his
ship, had decided to abandon her, and to cross

the continent to the Gulf of Mexico, thence to

reach some of the British West India islands. -

However, on the arrival of the Isaac Todd,

* A Spanish mission or presidency, in about the 36th degree of
latitude. * )

t Another Spanish presidency, in about the 38th degree of lat-
itude, and the first European establishment to be met with south
of the Columbia. [These now obsolete notes are interesting as
indicative of the period when they were written.~—EDb.]
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