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the-embarrassments that have obstructed our progress, in the

obscurity which we have lived, and the prevailing indifference

to our welfare, we have gradually overcame many of the evils

inherent in our social system, and raised ourselves to a degree

of prosperity. Our present condition, if considered in connec-

tion with the ordeal through which we have passed, shows that

there is the presence of an element in our character whi

must eventually lead to important results.

As I do not profess that this work is based upon authorities,

a question might arise in the breast of some reader, where

these materials were derived, or what reliance is to be placed

upon its contents. The credibility of a witness is known to

depend chiefly upon his means of knowledge. For this reason,

I deem it important to state, that I was born and brought up

by Tuscarora Indian parents on their Reservation in the Town

of Lewiston, N. Y. From my childhood up was naturally in-

quisitive and delighted in thrilling stories, which led me to fre-

quent the old people of my childhood's days, and solicited

them to relate the old Legends and their Traditions, which

they always delighted to do. I have sat by their fireside

and heard them, and thus they were instilled upon my young

mind. I also owe much of my information to our Chief, JOHN

MT. PLEASANT. I have also read much of Indian history,

and compared them with our LEGENDS and TRADITIONS.

THE AUTHOR.
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