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mand there is not another evil feature of motor
ing on the public roads which will not cure 
itself. This is not a plea for mercy to the 
road-hog—perish the thought ; but it is an ex
pression of belief that the number of motor- 

on the. roads is now quite sufficient to 
make the road-hog himself healthily appre
hensive of collision. He may fear imprison
ment much ; he will fear death on the road 
more.

Motoring Notes Japan Criticizedcars

Lord Montagu’s recent papér, read before 
the Royal Institution, on the modern motor
car and its effects, contained some suggestive 
thoughts, such as are always to be expected 
when he takes an hutomobile topic in hand, 
and some very significant statistics. Of them, 
perhaps the most important were those show
ing the estimated amount of capital invested 
in the industry in this country ( £12,000,000) 
and the estimated number of persons employ
ed in it (300,000). , But much more startling 
were those showing the estimated number of 
motor vehicles in the worltji at Christmas, 
1907. This number is given at 346,350 ; and 
of these 130,000 are assigned to the United 
States, 125,320 to the United Kingdom, 32,530 
to France, 22,000 to Germany, after which, 
omitting thousands, no country goes into 
double figures. There is no reason at all to 
doubt the accuracy of these statistics, but it 
would have been interesting to know their 

If, however, they may be taken as 
substantially accurate, or even if scepticism 
should discount them very largely, they 
tainly throw a strong and clear light on to the 
geographical distribution, so to speak, A anti
motoring feeling. If more than one-third of 
the motor vehicles of the world are in use in

HE writer of Automobile Notes in 
the London Times says in a re
cent issue : A communication re- 

1 ceived recently, hot for publica
tion in extenso, but by way of 
suggestion for comment, is doub
ly welcome, since it is evidence 
that these periodical notes have 
been read with attention by a 

typical motorist of the best kind, and it shows 
that an attempt has been made to ascertain by 
experiment a systematic way in which to fol
low the advice, frequently given here to motor
ists, that they should drive with decent regard 
to other users of the King’s highway. The wit
ness is unimpeachable. He is a country gentle
man who has for 30 years or more been in the 
habit of driving horses, mainly four-in-hand 
and young horses partly broken ; he has owned 
and driven six successive cars, all of the same 
excellent make (which is not named lest it 
should lead to that identification for which he 
is not anxious), and his stud-groom is also his 
very capable attendant in his car, “so that, be
tween us, we have a fair share of practical ex
perience of road work.” Having noticed in 
these columns a little account of a long day’s 
drive, during which many miles were traversed 
with due regard to the comfort of other users 
of the road, this gentleman has made experi
ments with a high-powered car and a pair of 
horses with a view to ascertain how the dust 
nuisance might be reduced to a minimum when 
dust was prevalent. The result of the experi
ments was useful in itself, and it further induced 
their maker to draw up for himself a code of 
rules of the road for his own guidance. After 
following them for some months, in a county 
where the speed limit is not enforced, he finds 
them by no means irksome, and he desires, in 
the interests of motorists and lest a worse thing 
befall them, that his rules should become law. 
It is proposed to examine our correspondent’s 
suggestions, and his comments, with the pre
liminary observation that he is at his best, very 
naturally, when he is dealing with the circum
stances most familiar to him in the country 
where the speed' limit is a dead letter.

solely because, if they took their proper 
at the speed habitual to them, they would suf
fer from sideslip. It follows, as of necessity, 
that the compulsory observance of these rules 
would in itself be an automatic check upon ex
cessive speed. In other words, nothing 
is needed in this connection than that the rule 
of the road should be embodied in formal law 
and that deliberate infraction of it should be a 
punishable offence. It is, indeed, a somewhat 
strange fact, but characteristic of 
none the less, that a matter of this kind should 
have been left so long to custom and good 
feeling, untouched by statute. That the sug
gestion of the necessity for a statute should 
be made now is, no doubt, traceable to the fact 
that a very large section of drivers of motor- 

are persons who have not'been brought 
up, to the amenities of the road.

Next comes a rule which, together with 
of its author’s comment upon it, requires 

careful consideration :—
“In dusty weather—except in districts 

where the roads are kept watered^-drivers of 
motor-cars when meeting or overtaking other 
users of the road or when approaching any in
habited house situated within 50 yards of the 
highway shall, at a dis
tance of not less than 
100 yards from any 
such user of the road or 
inhabited house, slow 
down to a pace not ex
ceeding 10 miles an 
hour, and shall 
tinue at that pace for a 
distance of not less 
than 100 yards af
ter passing any such 
user of the road or in
habited house.

“When overtaken by 
a motor-car users of 
the road desirous of 
availing themselves of 
the provisions of this 
clause shall slow down 
to a pace not exceed
ing nine miles an hour 
—in default of which 
the driver of the 
taking motor-car shall 
be at liberty to pass 
them at any pace not 
exceeding the existing 
spfeed'Ritiit. » "

“This clause ' 
foreshadowed by the 
Royal Motor commis
sion but whereas the *
R.M.C. contemplated a 
hard and fast 10’ mile 
speed limit in dusty 
weather, this clause- 
possesses the advant
age of having a differ
ential action which im
poses the minimum of 
restriction compatible 
with efficiency. The 
only valid objection 
hitherto raised to it is 
that the speed of horse- 
drawn vehicles in Lon-
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course N a recent issue of the London Times, 
the following appears from its 
Tokio correspondent: It may well 
be imagined that the complaints 
preferred from time to time, about 
the doings and demeanor of the 
Japanese in Manchuria have caused 

searching of spirit in Japan.
At first these complaints referred to 

discrimination against foreign merchandise 
seeking to enter Manchuria via 
(Dalny). Japanese goods had free ingress, 
but the port was closed to foreign 
steamers. This apparent discrimination 
was soon explained. So long as South 
Manchuria was in- Japanese military occupa
tion, no Custom house could be established at 
Tairen, and the latter had to remain a closed 
port ; while so long as arrangements were not 
made for imposing duties on goods entering 
Manchuria across the Russian frontier, Japan
?£“™,ly ob|ected to being placed at the dis- Such is the analysis Of the situation as it 
pnt^,”tage. bavmg to pay duties on goods presents itself to intelligent Japanese eyes in 
entering via Tairen Ultimately the Tokio Tokio. One ought to recall that precisely 
Government showed considerable magnani- similar complaints were freely preferred 
mity, tor it agreed to the establishment of a against the Japanese in Formosa during the 

Chinese customs sta- early days of their occupation, and that they 
tion at Tairen before were broadly denounced not only as harsh and 
any such step had been incapable, but also as imbued with a determin- 
taken along the Rus-/ ation to drive all foreigners out of the island, 
sian frontier. That si- There again, greatly as the facts were magni- 
lenced the complaints Led by rumor, there was unquestionably 
for a time. But.only for much cause for censure. But all such criti- 
a time. It soon began cism has long been silent, and Japanese colon- 
,to be alleged that rail- *al management in the southern island has 
way rates on goods come to be credited with at least a tolerable 
bound for Tairen were measure of competence and thoroughness, 
cheaper than those on Probably a similar record will by-and-by be 
goods bound for Niu- achieved- in Manchuria. Ih the meanwhile, 
chwang, though the dis- however, there is no questioning the fact that 
tance to be traversed the world is not disposed to regard Japan with 

shorter in the latter very friendly eyes just at present. Probably, 
Whether that havln& been lauded extravagantly during the 

would have been a vio- course of her struggle with Russia and in its 
lation of the principle ^mediate sequel, she is suffering now from 
of “equal opportuni- . reactl°n which all hyperbole begets. Tour- 
ties,” in the face of the to.her a mood so expectant
fact that Tairen was f.at d'saPPomtment is bound to ensue;, for,
open to all merchandise a11’ t.he JaPanese> seen in their own
without distinction of ,^g ! Slmpl? condltmn,s of
nationality, is, perhaps, r dady ldc> do not Present a^, staking- 
caoable of discussion featl?re or offer any suggestions of the capac-
AtP anv rate the dis" Uy they certainly possess. Formerly Japan 
At any rate, .the dis- interested visitors, because of her beautiful
tZTCyYT Müf "the SCCnery’ her art’ and novel cus-
comolaints did not W toda,y she is ^Pected to interest them complaints did not by the striking traits of her inhabitants, and,
cease. The only differ- when she fails in the latter respect, she be- 
ence was that they now comes the object of condemnations as extrava- 
lost precision. Japan gant as were the appreciations that preceded 
continued to be charged them. Her secretiveness, too, provokes hos- 
with seeking to win for tility, and many onlookers who formerly re- 
herself a monopoly in garded her with indifference now turn upon 
South Manchuria, but her eyes of suspicion and jealousy. In fact, 
to this moment she has she is paying the penalty of sudden greatness ; 
been left in ignorance but the ordeal has not thus far disturbed her 
of the specific facts that equanimity, nor does she show any signs of 
form the bases of the sharply resenting the strictures levelled at 
accusation. her.

months—there is unquestionably much 
cause for grumbling on the part of passengers 
and owners of goods.

Apart from the special features of the sit
uation, the Japanese themselves freely admit 
a general fault—namely, that many of their 
fellow-countrymen in Manchuria entertained 
at the outset an idea that the heritage of Rus
sia had descended to them,‘and that they must 
not only take all the goods victory had brought 
within their reach, but must take them with a 
high hand. They have not yet wholly divest
ed themselves of that conviction. It often in
fluences their attitude towards the Chinese 
residents, and on occasion towards all aliens. 
Time, however, will soon dispel such a mood, 
especially as it prevails mainly among the 
lowest orders—suttlers, camp-followers, and V 
laborers, who1 now are either becoming less 
self-assertive as prosperity increases their 

of responsibility, or growing perceptibly
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jFirst, he would have no general restriction 
speed, except in towns, villages, and the like, 

because, as a driver of horses, he has not been 
annoyed by the speed of motorcars, except in 
dusty weather, of which he treats later He 
would, no'doubt, retain the'ordirti'ry law against 
driving tô the common danger, and he thinks 
that in the metropolitan area, a speed limit of 
from 20 to 25 miles an hour is not unreason
able “in view of the homicidal proclivities of 
irresponsible motorists.” On the first point 
the present writer is in. entire agreement be
cause, while a speed of double the legal limit 
and more may sometimes be indulged in on a 
clear road without any sort of risk, and the time 

^gained may be and is used in displaying the 
utmost caution where caution is needed, a gen
eral speed limit certainly tempts some men to 
drive much less carefully than is desirable, al
though well within the speed limit, in places 
where emergencies may arise at any moment. 

x A: to !hc second point, there must be disagree
ment, for a reason which, in part at all events, 
is not likely to be fapniliar to our correspon
dent. It is that the worst offenders are the don often exceeds 10 „ , ,

It a?d jiUy y°ünS men and an hour, but this tke.K whVl^îutfe'c^mM^
he baser sort of the trade. The car could argument would not Canada (British Columbia) ; and yet not more than 75 feet of ground separates their homes They live

have done 60 easily, but her brute of a apply, as the streets of wlth their parents near the town of Boundary, Wash., 96 miles north of Spokane, which was one ot the rich-
“shover” wouldn’t let her London and of most est p’f;?1- mining grounds in the early days in the Northwest. The accompanying photograph showssnover WOUldn t let her out was a com- Gonaon and Ot most part of the worked-over gold bed at the confluence of the Columbia and Pend d’Orellle rivers, with the 60- 
plaint heard recently. The driver, no doubt large towns are kept foot wide trail blazed through the forest in the background. The Held occupies about 20 acres and in
had the sense to see that although his master watered, and the clause »re ™und at a depth of eight feet. Hundreds of men toiled there in search of

*1.» r: , . . .611 nls master , . , sold more than a half-century ago, and some made fortunes by panning the sands. The monument he-
llllght pay the fine, and rejoice in the petty on*y applies to dusty tween the two little girls marks the survey began in 1903 and completed four years later The line was 
notoriety thus obtained, his own licence roads ; moreover, the established in 1857-61, as provided by the treaty of 1846, and was surveyed and marked in 1903-7 It
would -be endorsed, his own livelihood would sub-clause'provides for ^tog^phTs thi “between me PacmcWocea™2nd™het!own6of "Bounty""' The one 8howo in the 
be endangered, his own body perhaps impris- horse-dtawn traffic-ex-
oned. Much more culpable are the baser sort ceeding 10 miles an hour. The average the United Kingdom, then it is reasonably
of the trade, some of whom have not the sPeed of horse-drawn vehicles on country roads easy to understand why those who suffer
slightest objection to being “trapped” and does not exceed nine miles an hour, and it is from them are apt to be more clamant in the
fined, so long as the Cars which they wish to to tbese roads that the clause applies. Its ef- United Kingdom than they are elsewhere,
sell are proved, and reported in the press, to *ec.t would be to automatically reduce the dust Adopting their point of View, they »re in the
have been driven at a pace scandalous in one nuisance to a minimum, and no considerate position of sleepers under mosquito curtains
aspect, but an uncommonly valuable adver- motorist should object to slowing,down for a within which an abnormal number of the
tisement in another sense, and not a very dear moment on a dusty road to avoid -smothering winged plagues have been confined,
one either. Let the speed limit be abolished, other users of the road.” ït is difficult and unnecessary to restrain a
and let driving to the common daneer be num A„vto„= •«. „ . t feeling of amusement over à communication
'died with merciless severity and without w ll * ! "T- ’ reSpCCt" recently received from Rolls Royce (Limited),
mention of speed, which is, more often than i« ntivinnslv d th e. .c°rre®P°”dent s opmjo'i signed “C. S. Rolls, technical managing direc-
not, quite irrelevant; then both you hful iolly luthoritv ^ wh‘f Vosse™e? h*£h tor.” Because no acceptance was received to
and crime for the sake of advertisement wou d ° co?cluslon that, \h!s the company’s challenge for a £1,000 sweep-
be checkmated simultaneously > ^ unvforkable stakes trial "over 15,000 miles in regularity, ef-

T. . . , ? and, if it were not that, too drastic and unfair. ficienrv anri at- p’ 11oThe next two rules may be accepted with- To avoid smothering wayside houses and high- „ tM?L“Th^
firstan7theSerhe’ k the T°re 50 in that the way users with dust, so far as may be possible, js the most efficient reliable durable °J7d

a™ bCCn UrgCud earnestly- and jI- «s undoubtedly the moral duty of the motorist, 'econLTcaf car oUts class in the world i^
lustrated by diagrams, in these notes. “Driv- but to say that is not necessarily to sav that fconormcal car f* us class m the world is
ers of motors when turning corners shall slow he can reasonably be placed under a legal ob- chal^en^e reaîlvdnrov«hnotb-n'aCCfPtun,Ce °fi & 
down to such a speed as shall enable them to ligation to fulfil that duty. Moreover the ttn at t

tssst", °‘ rot e"iir;,y witi’ th«

“h,,rscoe„gb,n,odb"istôvs"? tf ''

been areaied here at leneth heforp “n ^ haS vhat the , possibility of securing explanation of the lack of answers to this par-
of motors and of all Sher vehirG, T* >ts .absen« . a«d .of spending far less ticular challenge. But Mr. Rolls would have
meeting or overtaking all other „=Pr= °? ^ vT|'eeP o{ tbe roads LÎian ?Pent been better advised, and he would have shown
road shaîl “mm m,t” fn tLfr USers °f ther at P^.56^ has no^ bc[n proved conclusively, more dignity, if he had contented himself with 
oaci, shall pull out to their proper side of A cynical motonsfhas been heard to sav, “We savin^ as lie was entitfel tn «v “A(W

,0 ‘■he "=v=f «= «h- roads impm™,!, until », .
fi,wnen overtaking. Uf course, again, have made them intolerable.” Again, it is to lines calculated to V-st a car in nrericelv thn h s ought to be made compulsory; and here be noticed that Sir J. H. Macdonald, whs is most imporllnt to the use, of ™

gh.po"r,«Pdnc,S L T"))" ?„***» “* the,wi”st ini„m°St o' offered this yef, ,o m “eh o„ „e 7£inst
ign powered cars in his, from a motoring living motorists, hardly ever makes a speech others of our class on the «ame lines tor a e„h
ilanatto hlPPy co.unty’ ?uPPll.es an ex* at an automobile gathering without harping stantial stake, and nobodv was willing to face

1 anation of much prevalent misconduct. Why on the ever-present necessity for agitating for us Let the public draw its own »to.d^fSrru.d'i? I°Hlhe °L,h' F,teV°*dSu Ifor is the reason ffr to leek. The pulliTlCuch t“e Uke™'to t Zt’io
cn d as ,f.they ow”cd V; tnd,. why do they Let the roads be made as nearly dustless as is the advantage of the Rolls-Royce car without 
t he faceorf to/tS;/1! ̂  hand C°™e™ possible : without increase of expenditure— an assertio/ that proof has been given when
f tent to h, otoif H f-y%COn ceiVaVy , they can be made very nearly dustless at a in, plain fact, nothing has been demonstrated

tent, in the other direction? Simply and diminished expense on the Gladwell system— absolutely in relation to the Rolls-Royce
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¥ I have spoken with 
many Japanese on this 
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MARINE UNDERWRITING

In Marine insurance bookkeeping it is cus- 
and without exception tomary to keep the transactions entered into in
I have found them gen- any particular year in an account by themselves,
uinely anxious—or ap- and to close the account at the end of the fol-
parently so-that lowing year, and, after making the best possible
everything warranting estimate for^ further liabilities, to strike a bal-
such complaints should ance of profit and loss, says the London Stan- 
be corrected. They dard. This is a system peculiar to marine in- 
frankly admit that cir- surance, and has much to-recommend it, for in 
cumstances may have no other method adopted by other insurance 
afforded just grounds departments is the trading result so accurately 

for dissatisfaction. In the first place, 'al- gauged. Thus, in 1906, the marine premiums 
though military government gave place received in that year were, according to this 
to civil in the spring of 1907, • much of practice, entered on one side, and claims re- 
the military administrative machinery re- ceived in connection with the policies in which 
mained in operation. This was notably these premiums were paid, and also the ex- 
true of the railway staff. Its mem- penses, were entered on the other side, and the 
bers could not possibly be changed at surplus was carried forward as balance of the 
a moment’s notice, evfcn if there-had been any I9od underwriting account to 1907. Then, in 
solid pretext for changing them ; yet, having 19°7> as against- the balance brought forward 
been trained to their work under a purely wefe set thc cIajms in 1907 on 1906 policies, as 
martial regimen, they may easily have learn- we l af a provision (in most cases about 10 per 
ed to behave in a high-handed manner to- ce.'?,t ,ot tbe x9°6 premiums) for claim's which may
wards civilian passengers. Such a fault is ?u haye, t0.be metbl I9°8 and later years on
capable of remedy. Baron Goto, president of ^husmess. The difference will represent 
the railway company, has been strenuously he ?omPames estimates of profit or loss from
endeavoring to remedy it, and is supersedhJ t d‘ng’ apart fro.m the interest earnings, 
the old staff, as far as possible, by men trained . s a. ‘a‘rly reliable guide to the conditions of 
in a. different school. Then there are the rail- marine insurance business recently prevailing, it 
way guards. It is unfortunate that the era- ma-y be thou&bt interesting to look into the ac- 
ployment of these should be necessary, but no tual results on the winding up of their 1906 ac- 
one doubts the necessity. The guards, how- c°nnts in the cases of the nine companies con- 
ever, are only common soldiers, and, after all, fin‘ng their operations to marine insurance, 
common soldiers are nowhere conspicuous for whose figures for that year’s account up to the 
courtesy or refinement. Without any thought close of >9°7 have been published. FouiSof these 
of offending, the men have undoubtedly made companies show a profit on winding tip the 1906 
themselves obnoxious .to travellers, from time account, and five show a loss. The four profit- 
to time, by roughness and by want of polite making concerns had an aggregate premium in- 
consideration. Instructions were recently is- come in 1906 of £ 1,050,321, and made an esti- 
sued by the Japanese governor-general of the mated aggregate profit of £47,936, represent- 
leased territory, directing that all soldiers era- mg a profit of about 4 1-2 per cent, of the pre
ployed to guard trains should be taught and miums. On the other hand, the five loss-mak- 
enjomed to treat travellers of every national- mg companies had in 1906 an aggregate pre- 
lty with studious civility, so that complaints mmm income of £1,530,258, and their aggre- 
on thaj score will probably be heard no more, gate losses on winding up the 1906 account 
Finally, the railway service itself is still in a amounted to £124,540, representing à loss of 
very unsatisfactory state. When first the about 8 per cent, of the premiums. Taking 
Japanese forces came into possession of the the whole nine companies together, their ag- 
line, they had no choice but to convert it to gregate premium income was £2,580,579, and 
the narrow gauge, so as to suit the only avail- the net aggregate loss was £76,604, represent
able rolling stock—namely, that brought from ipg a net loss of 3 per cent, of the premiums. 
Japan. The gauge has now been widened, Thus the 1906 marine insurance trading 
but the rolling stock remains virtually as it seems generally to have been unprofitable, and, 
was, and, pending its renéwal—a work of unfortunately, this experience is not exceptional
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