
THE EVENING

te r«7 briefly, to apeak upon the out-
ve standing features of this most re- 
he markable contract, and X think that 
in the members of the Assembly could

The Bell Island 
Ore Tax Agreement.

A Bad Bargain For Newfoundland

tion, or it would not have reached 
the committee stage of the Assembly. 
I strongly urge upon • all those who 
have power that the further passage 
should be delayed until the principle 
and detail of this contract have been 
thoroughly thrashed out. /

Yours truly,
- ALFRED B. MORINE.

May 1, 1921. , \
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the!/ water-powers. We are giving 
them away. Why should we not in 
this country be creating great elec­
tric power from the most available 
rivers, ahd thus providing for the 
cold and . cheerless days which are to 
come. In other words, why does not 
the Government start a Hydro Elec­
tric policy, harnessing the rivers and 
making us Independent of coal tup- 
plies. Whereas the Companies • are 
only bound for 20 years, they are to 
get the water-power forever. It is 
provided that the Companies shall 
have a period of three years to com­
mence the development, and a fur­
ther two years to complete, and shall 
pay to the Government the sum of 
26c. per horsepowef developed per 
annum There Is no provision as to 
what shall be "development” It 
seems to be possible to "develop" a 
water-power without completely utiliz­
ing its capacity, and so a river may 
be monopolised by a development 
which is only partial.
MUNICIPAL OB LOCAL TAXATION.

the Colony, <)r at the worst in Nova 
Scotia.

SUPPLIES OF COAL.
By way of securing something tor 

the Colony, apparently, it is provided 
in the contract that the Companies 
will provide a sufficient quantity of
coal in Cape Breton to meet:

(a) "The operation of%$ Nfid. Rail­
way, whether operated, by a 
Company or

Some Sayings 
* That Were Never Said Solid ConcreteAlso, LAW SEMON inSHING

“Follow me, and we have got them 
cold!” a phrase which fmakes Lord 
Beatty sound like a modern music-hall 
Nelson, wouty be very picturesque and 
melodramatic if the admiral ever said 
it. But he didn’t. What he did signal 
to Jellicoe was: "Submit van of bat­
tleships follow battle-cruisers. We 
can them cut whole of enemy’s fleet.”

. This Is the latest addition to tradi­
tional sayings which famous people 
never said. Millions refuse still to be­
lieve that Wellington did not say to 
the famous regiment at Waterloo, 

There is a provision that the Com- ! which had stolidly stopped every as- 
pinies shall not be liable for a period \ sault of the French: “Up, Guards, and 
of 10 years to any form of taxation, i at ’em!”
profits, income, municipal or local, I He probably ought to have said it', 
and that hereafter their maximum and it is certain he -sfild something

which meant precisely the same thing, 
only not as “neat and appropriate.”

“Father, I cannot tell a^lie! I did if 
with my little hatchet!" is an immortal 
saying attributed to a truthful boy who 
grew up to be the great, good, and 
wise George Washington.

To Benefit the Sales.
The story has been told for the edi­

fication qf millions upon millions of 
boys and girls, especially it they were 
given to verbal camouflage, yet the 
story itself is a lie from beginning to 
end. It was invented by a book-pedler, 
who did enormous business with a 
penny life of the "Father of his Coun­
try,” and when the sates slackened in­
troduced this story to buck them up.

He had missed his vocation. He 
ought to have been a diplomatist, or 
the head of a publicity department, or j 
an expert in propaganda.

There is another priceless story Gen- j 
eral Wolfe reciting Grey’s “Elegy” to' 
his brother officers as they were row- ; 
ed silently, with muffled oars, up the j 
St. Lawrence, to the assault of Que­
bec, and saying, as he recited the 
stohza: “The path of glory lead but 
to the grave," that he would rather 
have written that poem than take Que­
bec on the morrow.

Two Hundred Tears Old.
This story has lately been thorough­

ly investigated in all 1th pros and cons, 
and the writer’s conclusion is that it 
never happened.

"Westminster Abbey or victory!” 
has been a saying attributed to Nelson 1 
during practically every nettle he ever 
fought. There seems some evidence 
that he actually did eay something of 
the sort, but it was only a commodore, 
and was probably said in a Joke, even 
though he was leading a boarding-, 
party at the time.

It has been strongly denied that the 
ex-Kaiser ever referred to “French’s ' 
contemptible little army,” although it: 
has given rise to the proud name of 
"Contemptibles.” But the idea was! 
true if the actual- words were not, for 
there can be no doubt the Kaiser and 
all hie generals regarded our original

SOME SHOW !YOU’LL SAY THISCommission, in-» 
eluding steamers and docks, 

/ the requirements of the Reid 
Newfoundland Company gener­
ally, and the domestic re­
quirements of Newfoundland, 
including manufacturing plants 
consuming not over 3,000 tons 
p r annum, an;! will accept in 
payment therefor the F. 0. B. 
prices current from time to time 
on coal of similar ' quality sold 
for shipment to Nova Scotia 
ports by the Companies.

A whole host of questions arise

BAR-

(1) What is meant by the words 
"Nfld. Railway, including steam­
ers and docks”* What steamers 
and what docks, and how does 
the Railway Include either one 
or the other?

(2) Why are the requirements of the 
Reid Company provided for j 
specially, and not the require- ! 
mente of the sealing owners, for |

_ instance, and other steam ships ' 
engaged in the trade of the coun-

i Cotton 
ire some

I companies already established here 
I for such a long space of time. While 
I the Colony’s policy to such compan- 
I les should be generous, it should 
I keep itself from entangling commltt- 
I metis. Five years is long enough to 
I enter into an agreement of this char- 
I seter. f

EXPORT TAX ON ORE.
The main purport of the Bill is to 

I fix the amount of duty which the 
I Company shall pay upon Iron Ore 
I exported from Bell Island. Briefly 
I speaking, the provisions of the con­

tract are to the following effect—
I upon all Ore shipped to Nova Scotia,
I upon Ore shipped to other parts of 
I the Dominion of Canada, after one 
I million tons have been shipped to 

.Vova Scotia, the export duty shall be 
25c. and Ore shipped elsewhere 
than to any part of the Domin­
ion, shall pay no duty. If 

| shipments to Nova Scotia in any year 
ere less than one million tons, the 
deficiency if shipped to other parts of 
Canada, is to be liable tor 25c. per 
ton

There is, however, et provision (1) 
that unless the Companies expend 
$3,000,000 for impv>Vements, exten­
sions and development at Bell Island, 
etc., within five years, a maximum 
export tax of 10c. per ton shall he 
paid upon all Ore shipped elsewhere 
than to Nova Scotia, and this shall 
apply retrospectively; and (2) that 
unless the companies also erect a 
plant by 1928 capable of smelting onp 
hundred thousand tons of Ore per 
year, the same tax shall be ./collect­
able. The contract itself is so badly 
expressed that in my hurried exam­
ination of it I may make some errors ; 
bnt if so, it is an example of the fact 
that the contract requires the most 
careful criticism. I assume that the 
remission of duty upon Ore exported 
elsewhere than to Nova Scotia, is for 
the purpose of encouraging invest­
ment in Bell Island improvements and 
the erection of a plant in the Colony 
for the smelting of Ore. In effect, 
the further our Ore is taken away 
trom us, the less the Colony is to get 
bom it; the nearer at hand the port 
to which it Is taken, the more the 
Colony is to -charge. It seems to me | 
that precisely the opposite should be 
the case. A ton of Ore taken to Syd- 
ne? eives employment to our men who 
to to the Steel Works and Coal mines. 
”hc ore taken to foreign countries 
chiefly goes to Germany, where it will 
afford no labor to our men, but will 
enter into compétition with the pro­
ducts of the British Empire, and he 
an implement for our undoing in the 
hands of our enemies. Improve­
ments in Bell Island and the 
erection of a smelting plant, might 
to some extent compensate the 
Colony for loss of akbort duty, but 
would not the impnSvements and the 
smelting plant come to ne even if we 
kept on the export duty. Indeed 
might they not be expected to come 
all the more rapidly it the Company 
•tad no foreign outlet tor its ore. For 
.this reason I would charge less for 
ore going to Nova Scotia than any­
where else. I cannot for the life of 
ms see why this Colony should sub- 

isldixe, as it were, tor the exportation 
of Ore to foreign countries, which,

; | retained here, or sent to Nora 8co- 
“•* would1 continue to afford greet

O $9.86. Colony must take place. Local taxa­
tion for local improvements would 
advantage industrial companies more 
than others, and they should pay 
their share. To free them from such 
taxation will prevent the internal 
development of municipal institutions 
in this country, and it is a fatal error 
to lose our liberty of action in this 
particular. When the Wilson deal, 
so called, was going through the 
Legislature, in 1915, the Opposition of 
that day, including many of the 
F.P.U. members of the Assembly to­
day, notably Mr. Coaker and Mr. 
Halfyard, with the support of Mr. 
Justice Kent, Sir Wm. Lloyd and my­
self, waged a fierce fight against the 
proposition to free the Wilson pro­
ject from municipal taxation, and I 
think we succeeded in preventing the 
tying up of the liberties of the Colony 
in this particular. s

MINOR PROVISIONS.
The provisions of the contract that 

the Companies agree to abide by the 
labour law of this Colony, and that 
they will provide suitable working­
men’s houses, submitting their plans 
to the Government Engineer for ap­
proval, are no more than mere camou­
flages for political purposes. Why, 
of course, they will abide by the law, 
and, of course, they can be made to 
provide suitable dwellings for their 
labourers, and the provision in the 
contract that they will abide by the 
law compromises the right of the 
Legislature" to impose obligations 
upon Companies resident in the Is­
land. In conclusion, towards the end 
of the contract there is a provision 
that any new Company into which the 
Companies are merged shall be bound 
by the contract; but I fail to see how 
existing Companies can bind Com­
panies that are not yet established, 
or indeed how one Company can hind 
any other Company. Finally,-1 notice

(3) What is meant by the phrase^- 
"the domestic requirements of 

wordNewfoundland1 
“domestic” generally refers to 
home life, and it might be said 
that here it means nothing 
more than coal for cooking 
purposes, or at most, for heat­
ing purposes And again with 
regard to manufacturing plants 
it might mean -not more than 
enough coal for heating pur­
poses. ■ Thé larger meaning is 
probably intended, hut should 
be expressed.

(4) What is meant by 
taring plants” Is a 
smith’s shop such
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CASH
‘manufac- 

blackr 
a plant? 

Would an • electric light, plant 
be held to be a manufacturing 
plant? \ ■

(5) What is meant by "prices cur­
rent from time to time”?

. Might not a price be made by 
the Company by a sale on any 
day or days for the very pur­
pose of fixing a high rate on 
coal coining to this country? 
What is the tribunal which Is 
to decide between the Company 
and a purchaser from the 
Company? Apparently oùr Su­
preme Court would have juris­
diction, as this contract was 
made here; but all- the evi­
dence as to coal rates would 
have to be obtained in the 
Province of Nova Scotia/ and 
the purchaser be at all times 
at such a disadvantage that 
the clause is worthless.

WATER POWER RIGHTS.
Why make sacrifices in order to 

procure black coal, and then give 
away our "white coal." In the same 
contract there is a provision that 
the Companies are to have what ap­
pears to be an exclusive right to the 
water powers situate at or near Col­
lect, Rocky River, St. Mary's Bay, for 
the purpose of creating electric pow­
er to run a smelting plant But 
this river can be harnessed to give 
light hept and power to the whole 
of Avalon Peninsula. It is “white 
coal,” to be had by investment The 
price rof black coal may become so 
great that we shall desire to be at 
liberty to harness every river In the 
Colony, and yet, with scandalous, 
prodigality, the Colony has been giv-l
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thing, especially If it be particularly 
well corroborated.—Answers.

gles”? Did Sydney say: “Thy necessity 
is even greater than mine”?

It is hard to say. Now that it is prov­
ed that Alfred did not turn the cakes, 
that Canute probably never . said: 
"Thus far shaft thou come and no far­
ther” to the advancing tide; that, in 
spite of Yoltaifie, who had the story 
from Newton’s niece, it is very im­
probable that the great scientist first 
thought of the theory of gravitation on 
seeing an apple fall In his orchard, 
add that it is still more improbable 
that Queen Elizabeth said: “A million 
of money for a moment of time,” one 
must be prepared to disbelieve any-

arde, too”? Did Nelsbn put his glass 
to his blind eye and say: “I don’t see 
the cease-flre signal”? Did Napoleon 
refer to the English as “a nation of 
shopkeepers*’? Did Edward III. say: 
“Let the lad win his spurs”? Did Gre­
gory the Great say: “Angels, not An-

Expeditionary Force as a flea-bite:
Bethtnan-Hollweg and Bulow are 

jointly credited with talking about 
Germany’s “place In the sun,” hut al­
though the former can truthfully he 
credited with the famous “scrap of pa­
per” phrase, the other one can be 
found In Pascal’s works two hundred 
years before Hellweg or Buldw was 
born.

Disbelieve Them AIL
Di4 Caesar say: "Et Tu, Brute”? Did 

Crowwell say: “take away that 
bauble”? Did Drake say: “I have time 
to finish my game and beat the Spani-
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