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ALBERTA’S. LABOR LEGISLATION.

Labor legislation always offers a
promiging field for erilics, Laws for
the proteetion of the workman are ‘n
a state of evolution, and the question
with legislators 48 how far they should
go i what must be regarded more or
lesz as class legislation, The Alberia
Legislature has made rapid progress
in this particular. Their Eight Hom
Law and Workmen’s Compensation
Act of last session are right in the
forefront of legislation of this class
in Canada, The Workmen’s Compen
sation Act is in many particulars su-
perior - to_that of British Columbia,
where years of labor agitation had
secured what was deemed a very fair
advanee in such legislation.

When this legislation was before the
Alberta Legislature, two representa-
tives of labor were present, Messvs.
C. H. Richardson and Donald McNab.
Fhese .men were appointed by -wne
District Convention held inm TLeth-
hridge, to attend the sessign in the
interests of their fellow workmen. At
the elose of the session they presented
a’Yeport of their work and what the
Alberta lLegislature had done for the
workman. That report is a very can-
did review of the, casze. It was pub
lished "ii the Pistrict Ledger, of Fer-
nie, B.C., and should be of very great
interest te the publie, and especially
to all friends of advanced labor legis-
lation in Alberta, The report reads
as follows:

“To the Officers and Members, -~

“Gentlemen,—Your Législatiye Com-
mittee having completed its labors ‘n
eonnection with the third seéssion of
the first legislature of Alberta, begs
to report as follows:

“In pureuance of instructions from
the Distriet Convention held in Leth-
bridge in December, we arrived
Edmonton: on* January 10th, for tho
purpese of attending the session of tne
Legislatare and endeavoring to secure
legislation in. the. jnterestsgof the min-
ers and workingmen ‘of‘the province.
“Woli dur tni¥al Weve we fonnd the

;&;‘iﬁﬂ‘ itewdy 1ic’ e city '()rnrgaﬂng HAdgbl, ‘bt ' we Wete ‘nbt the only and in all mines the law.now pgquires
for the session and several of thq]people before the Government

members already here, We iproceedad
at-once to mgke appointmept with th»
members of the Cabinet, and in sever
al. interviews with the Premier, the
Minisfer of Public'Works with " the
.-\ltox‘my-(ieﬁm-al. 1aid hefore them in

a.genergl way the eutline of the legis-

lation which we wished to get through
at this gession.

““In ‘this” eonnection it should b2

pointéd out here that the Minister

of Public Works had already pledged |'oi publie works on the introduection ui

the Government to an Eight Hour Law
for ‘eoal miners and ' a “Workmen's

Compensation. Act. Our first cndea-| doubt has thereby come to the atten-

vor ‘was ‘to-find rout specifically what

thé naturc of these two acts was 10 {
. i “The Workmen’s Compensation- Act

be, in order that we might be in

position to put in any applications
for changes im ptincipal or alteratjon:
in ‘ofiéct before the- bills' goi before pIn many: iiportant ‘respects it was al uired to keep books for the purpose

the Houde, ™~

the, Goyernment_ frank and open <tc
ifi&-\!se the mieasures with ns at the
verv comimencement.

& v “We were assured that the Eigut] .o
Hour Law would be a bank-to-bank 'generally. made, we met with what
law, and that the Compensation Act might be described as crogs-currents. previous to the men going on shift,
would: bé ‘on the lines of the Act now
in foree in. the Province of British

Bolumbia.
““At a date which, for constitutiona
“yeasons we are not pérmitted to giv

- hese, we.were furnished with a copy Bill

7 of the Eight Hour Law, and with this| 5 gericus doubt in the minds of many

All subscriptions | particularly of W, 'C. 8immonds, the bate, wag consulted by the membei

o

e

ever, we found 4 be of an open mind | 23rd, a conference was held, with the
and ready to diseuss with us the |Government and the bill gone ‘over
principles and/details of any of the |283iR.

“On Monday, the 24th, the bill was
In endeavoring to familiarize takén up. in’' committee of the whole
Mr. Sherman was

essitance of several private members, and while he took no part in the de-

member for Lethbridge, and John R.|ifom Lethbridge s to all the clauscs
Joyle, the member for Sturgeon, who}?$ they came up.

gave us their most hearty co-operatiop | _“The bill as finally passed contain-
throughout the entire session,- The |€d some very important changes from

to be an ardent supporter of the legis-
lation which we desired, but his posi-
tion as Speaker maturally precluded
his taking-any active part on the
floor of the House.

“The original draft of the Eight
Hour Law we founid to be satisfactory
except in one respect. A ‘clause was
found ‘incorporated in. the
drait which read as follows:
(1) The time fixed by this Act as
the time during which the workmen
in a mine may be below ground fo:
the parposes of work and of going t«
and from their work may be extended
as respects any mine by the oW¥ner,
agent or manager of .a mine on not
more than sixty days in any calenda:
véar by not more than one hour a

that were asked for by your delegates.
Some of these ‘changes are worth
pointing out in detail, .

Clause 2, known as,the forty-foot
clause was cut to thirty feet.. Thaty
is ‘to. say, in the original draft the
Alberta bill copied wne British Col+
umbia Aect in the respect that unless
original | a building were.to be of forty feet .in
fieight compengation could not be re:
covered by an injured -workman,
Your delegates succeeded in getting
this eut to thirty feet,

“In the British Columbia Act where
the death or injury can be proven to
be directly attributable to the seriouns
or wilful misconduct or neglect of the
workman, no compensation can be re-
covered. The same clause was incor-
day, and on any day in which an ex- | porated in the original clause of the
tension of time is made in accordance | Alberta Aet. Your delegates succeed
with this section as respects uny mine | ed in having this changed to read
the time so extended shall be substi- | that in any case where the result was
tuted for the purpozes of this act as | death or permanent disablement com-
respects that mine for the time as fix- | pénsation might be recovered.
ed by this Act. “The original draft fixed the com-
(2) The owner, agent or manager «f pensation at $1,500 in case of deutvh.
every mine shall canse a register to{ f1is 18 the amount ramed in the Brit-
be kept in suéh manner as the Minis- ish Columbia act. Your delegates suc-
ter of Public Works may direet, of the wf:d”l 1 SR thie raised. to $1,800.
cause in which any extensiin of tim« In the case of a workman whio had
has been given tnder this edction; and | 50 dependents, the original draft and
the register shall be open to the in- also the B. C. Act named $100 as the
spection of the Pravincial or District amount re(\{»vcrnbl.- for funeral ex-
Inspector of Mines. penses.  This was raised to $200.
sifie: dffcote bk these idasds; had In the case of a workman being un:
they been inchaded in the Act, would <l.'_r‘2l YERrR, of _ug_e', t-h(" amum::l : l.lij
in our opinion' have Dbeen to nullify (ill“ﬂb}e lmr l’ll_}ull’,\c m\ ”“j .m,lglln'.“
the whole Act a$ it appears they would ;:afi f“‘l:_e;\_“ t»;]e]i\."\.’,' '(;5(\.‘({‘2“:; 5:{
have made it impossible to secure a ""..‘.}311‘_\ A6t ‘~1-' ti::-tll\"h:~1:~':(l i& "\,l_'h“:
conviction under the Act, the operator lieve ;1‘\\'01"1'.'\1)1«-‘ \?‘ll('l]'\d m;|: which
oaly having to claim that the day on AN & i e t ’.',“.d vompellin
which the complaint was laid was onc s e SR, WA £ a .
of the-‘sixty’ mentioned in the Act. the "")l'l(?):e"‘s, 30 "thinc SR -pRace !

“We ‘mav say frankly that the ap- tions as \vlllAhuvc _lho t'fff‘(‘t'nf‘ ro
pearance of this clause made us skep- :l(‘c?lnglxlt;l)lla\hws it ssana
tical he whole Act. owever, wi o7 Shigrey det 5 1 4 \
ln-ncveo(ge:l‘ at‘ (m(‘tv t:; lathho' mattel .0“ lue«:d‘ny. 11'14- 20“{‘ gk Olmxt),‘l.l'l-
b*fore the Government, and we found sation Act h‘nully pusz:cd? ot i 13::'
the. Mixistetiol. Pablic Works, when (.‘lt'!ll'v:ll the Government’s :-Izm-. of leg
the clause was pointed out to him, islation excem, for amendments ?,H'I)h‘l
quite ready to cut the clause out alto statute laws. Fhepe’ smendments were
sothef: and this was dené before it taken up in the.last hours - of the
;0: Gt thia Bcume- Gt ST AS 81 - 6X- house, and under‘thxs ‘h.»ml your ‘(lv-
planation of its appearance we learn- | legates suoceeded inr getting gome im-
ed later that 'a similar clause is in poriamg '](-gmlapon. el led
corporated in the bill which is beicre |  The Coal M,m"” e \\ns} am-ml(lt..
the British Honse at the presen’ time. |50 BS to provide that 'no lmy. unl( «.)

“The importance of our having se- sixteen years of age shall ‘y{- un'p.%_\.
cured the elimination of.this clause|€d below ‘ground, but boys "h.e" ¥
will be recognized by your officers and ';l]]1ljl‘,)""‘ T ”.\‘

ACTE
”l_cll,”bm“ o glnuc'.. L2 t “Amendments were secured requiring
“.i“I;h?,ui;.i“,'.“‘tvil:“} ;1;)11‘1123211.1:::\{ ?‘nl the operators of. a nn'no,'whvn |-"«.qu(=s;’-
enacted into law absolutely without Sihy sie miitiers 96 pay th.c: e e
; the check -weigher direct from the of-
CW}}‘SC- i Bk e Aot woes fice and colleet from the miners ithei
imorhfzr;e‘ft(;m(:::vl;,Altch1e 3](st: gayg“oﬁl proportionate amount. Operators ar

3 . required to furnish wash houses where
ﬁﬂﬁh_l%’, e:daza‘\?l?tt:e; nttiljsf;:::zry;htig more. -than twenty men are employed;

that proper thawing apparatus shali
be furnished for the thawing of ex-
plosives.

“The most important amendment
was ~with regard to the supply o
timber to miners, ’'I'he law now pro-
vides ‘that"the operators shall furnish
timber in each working place, and
in no case farther away than the near-
¢st crosscut or other convenient place
in the vicinity thereof, and the supply
must be constant.

“It is also now compulsory for th
management to furnish clay for the
purpose of tumping holes,

“In the case of.a pit committee mak
ing a report which apprehends danger
in any part of any mine, it is now
ihe law that the company is required
to furnish a copy of the report to the
inspector immediately,

“Hereafter, when an inspéctor
makes an inspeetion of any mine he
is required to post a synopsis of his
report in a comnspicuous place at the
mine,

‘“Hereafter the ccinpanies are. re-

with
ropreseqtatimm. A strong lobby ot
the mineowners were also present; and
‘they made representations to the ci-
feet that the date mentioned was
the date of the expiration of
the ' present agreements . and that
it'-wénld not be fair ‘to  them
to ask them to fulfill contraets which
they had made on the present basis.
At the fmish we were ‘compelled to
coneede this point, but eonsidered
that ‘we canre. away pretty well on
the whole.

“Fhe speech made by the minister

this bill, needs no' jurther comment
here as it has already been published
inn the Fernie Distriet Ledger, and no

tion of the members.
. Workmen's Compensation Act.

as brought into the House, was drait-
ed pa:t.y icoin the British Columbia
Aect and partly from the British Act.

better .aet than the ome now in force
in British, Columbia. In interviewing
rerament in regard to it we
had securel promises of many impor
» | tant alterations from the original drait.
| Just about this ‘timé; aftersthe Act
had. passed: its secomd realing, and
before it

of recording the daily reports of pit
bosses, ete., and these books are to be
open to the inspection of the miners,
or anyone déleégated. by them.
“Amendments weres also passed se-
curing 1regulations with regard - to
. safety lamps, tenders of safety lamps,
came to the committee oL} o4 " iohters, and -the regulatiop of
whole where ‘the alterations arej., lighting, and the inspection. of
mines for gas within « specified time

A" delegation headed by John ¥. Le-
heney, vice-president of the Trades
and Labor Congress of Alberta, How-
ell of the Trades and Labor Council
t| ai Calgary, appeared before the Gov-
;| érament and a caucus of the members
and attacked the rough draft oi the
in .such a‘manner as to creale

whereveri danger from gas is repovted
or apprehended.

“An endeavor was made to have a
clause inserted in the -Ac¢t requiring
companies to make cash payment; but
the Minister of Public Works took the
ground that as this was a contentious
matter and that as the government
had already done considerable in vhe

Ji_Gut pogsgssion. we were in a pozi- | of the members as to whether the bill

tion to start to work along the lines
n whiéh it would be expected tnat

the workingmen of the

was what was wanted or whether it
would be in -any way satisfactory: to
Province,

way of labor legislation at this ses-
sion, that he could not see his way
clear to bring in such an amendment
at this session,
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vi his Minisfers. . The latter resigned
and for & whole Parliamentary term
vemained in Opposition. With the ad
vent of Lord Elgin as Governor, and
the return of Baldwin and Lafontaine
tn power, the issue was settled on the
theory that only on the advice of re-
sponsible  Ministers of the Crown
should appointments be made to the
public service, gnd- this' theéry ' has
veen continuously and consistently re<
lnced to practice ever since,

It has been often snggested and oc-
casionally proposed’ that appoint-
ments to the civil ‘service ghould bHe
made independently ‘of the Adminis-
‘ration of the day, and as a result »f
competitive tests applied by indcpen-
lent officials.. The reason put forward
o justify “so radical a departure fromn
1 time honored method was that the
ight to appoint had for all practical
purposes passed out of the hands of
‘esponsible - Ministers, and even of
rivate members, into those of local

noliticians or “patronage’” comm:i-
ees, to the detriment oi the serviee
ind the demoralization| of * political
tife. Mr. Fisher’s thorough-going and
reads like «
rank admission of the truth. and foree
f this contention,

car-reaching measure

Obviously, in =
ar as it is a reflection on any person,
Ministry, or party, it is a reflection
m_all; for, as already noied, amidst
aumerous changegz of Administration
0 party has ever before undertak-n

o ask for legislation virtually abolish-
ng political’ patronage,. To tiy Liber-
il party will forever belong the hon-
wrable distinetion’ of having propose.d
ind carried through this great “seli-
lenying ordinanece.”

It isnot necessary to recapitulate
iere the details of this memorabld
neasure of reform, but a few of its
nitstanding features are worthy «f
The most
mportant of all is unquestionably
he creation of a permanent and inda-

bre than a mere mention.,

sendent commission, charged with the
aunction of devising -and applying
‘ests for admission to the civil ser-
vice and of rending such other aid os
may be found necessgary in relation to
sromotions, increases of salaries, and
‘mprovements of status in other “ve-
spects.  The commissioners are to
nave the same standing and salary as
Deputy Ministers; and 'to’' have tho
orivilege of selecting their bwn ofii-
rials and organizing them into a staif.

Admiesion to:the -civil service is to
be by merit as determined by compeéti-
.ive examination, That there are dan
serg ineurred hy.the infroduction of
such a system is ebvious enough, and
s amply proved l:} the experience oi
other countries; lfq'_t.tho,ovjls 1o e
carrected are €, mugh. niore dangerdus
ind  better (known than -those to be
inticipated;” that'rthe whole country
will weleome the ¢hance of seeing the
wxperiment fairly tried under condi-
{ions reasonably favorable to success.
It is proposed to bring the prineipl
f competition to ‘bear on promotions

Lin the inside service at:Ottawa, where

there is abundant rcom for improve-
ment in the work of administration
ind ample opportunity ‘to observe re-
sults with 'a view to amendments in
he system,
Enough has been
idea oi the scope and motive oi Mr.
Fisher’s bill. " Some Conservative poii
ticians and mewspapers will doubtles
find in it only a subject for jibes,
flouts or sneers, bui it will appeal

said to give some

strongly to the public imagination as
one of the most courageous and states-
manlike measures ever submitted to
the Canadian Parliament, It is high-
ly probable that it will exercise a po-
tent influence on the varions Provin-
cial Governments, and that they wili
find themselves constrained by public
opinion to follow in their respective
apheres the example set by the central
Administration.—Toronto Globe.

ANOTHER SCANDAL GONE WRONG

It is rather pathetic from the stand-
point_of the Ottawa: Opposition, how
the’ many seemingly promising scan-
dals have petered out this session.
The Conservativé ‘members: appear to
think their real duty at Ottawa is to
use the muck rake, and if possible
blacken the character of some public
man, Consiruetive’ statesmanship is

Transcontinental - Railway  Comumise
sioners and their chief engineer, and
at a session of the committee of inve.-
tigation Major Hodgins explicitly anid
publiely ‘withdrew any  charge of
wrong-doing against either the Com-
missioners or the chief engineer, and
ended the investigation as well | us
blasted the Tory hopes. But though
Hodgins frankly admits that there is
nothing in these charges ,we venturée
the opinion thar during the campaign
Tory papers and speakerg will con-
tinue to retail the old original charges
and declaré they have been proven to
the hilt." This, at least, is the present
method followed by the Opposition in
their campaign of slander against the
Government, !

A STRANGE VERDICT.

The disagreement of a first jury and
the verdict of “not “guilty on the
grounds of insanity,” of a second one
at the trial of Alonzo Doherty, in
Summerside, P.E.I.,, looks, at this dis-
tance, rather a strange proceeding.
The prisoner ghot and killed Joseph
McMillan, who at the time was walk-
ing home with a
church.

young lady from
The murder was evidently of
the most cold-blooded character, and
the deliberate method with which the
murderer went about gave no evidence
of insanity, The judge charged strong-
ly against the prisoner, as there could
be no doubt of his guilt and the ver-
diet is nothing short of astonishing.

Canadian justice has always been
regarded as swift and sure, and a
terror to evil doers, and if life and
property are. to continne to receive
the full measure of its protection, jus-
tice will have to be meted out in a
different way from the method adopt-
ed by this jury. British justice does
not teach men that they can escape
the penalty of a crime like murder by
any such plea as insanity. Human
life should be valued too highly in
this coantry for that, and it is to Le
hoped we shall have no repetitions of
such an evident failure in their duty
as this jury seems to made.
There could be no.doubt as to the
prisoner’s guilt in this case, as to thé
mitigation of his
was a matter for the Minister ot o us-
tice to decide if the prisoner had any
ease upon which to appeal for money.

have

punishment, that

A UNITED CANADA.

It was the statesmanship of Sir Wil-
fuid Laurier that saw the only wdy 19
tivvelop the nationhood of Canada was
by the peaceful union of the two
races) that formr the dominant forces
in this country. Mor years:the Con-
servative party has h'h:@ m'_”brg-nk
their opponents “by appeals - to¥'tace
and creed, and their present efforts
to make a hero of Mr., Bourassa :s
simply another’attempt to arouse old
animosities, in a vain hope that a
lease of power may come to them-
selves in the disturbance, evidently
regarding office for their - party of
greater moment than peace, good will,
and the national nrosresa oi Canada

For twelve years no note of discord
has affecte 1 the Canadian people. The
strong hand of Canada’s Premier !n
guiding the destinies of this young
country has brought Canada into her
own, placing her in the forefront cf
the nations of the world; and prepar-
ing her for her ultimate destiny, the
heart of the great British Kmpire.

British statesmen are srecegnizing
the important pesition Canada occu-
pies, and in a reeent speech before
the Victoria League Sir Edward Groy
made some very happy references to
Canada, not the least of which was
that the union of the two races was
the keynote to our present
hoed,

nation-
Among other things he said:

“Canada had made a nation, not
as was once thought possible, by di
viding one people into two, but by
uniting “two peoples into ome. Ii
they could say of a nation that she
had a irame of mind he thought
that there was no country in the
world that was entitled to have a
happier. frame of mind, with her
glorious  past and assured prospect
of future success and greatness, than
Canada. Whereyer white races met
under the freedom of the British
Empire he trusted the result would
be the same, and that out of two
races in South Africa, as in Canada,
would be born one nation. .The sc-

ed. If the privilege of free speech were
not abused no one would propose to ab-
andon it, for there would be satisfaction
in reflecting that Canadian legislators
were sensible enough to conduct public
business effiicently without being hedged
about by restrictive regulations. But
the privilege is abused, abused not only
to the neglect of business but to the
prevention of business, If members
of Parliament will not volunfarily ter-
minate the abuse, people will demand
the termination of  the privilege. At
present there seems no hope that the
abuse will be terminated.

This indulgence. in unending
subverts the principle of responsible
government. It makes the minority the
masters of the country, however decis-
ively the country may have declined to
v(*stv the management of public affairs in
their hands. It enables them to pre-
vent the will of the people being car-
ried out ,however, clearly the will may
have been expressed. The px'i\f\(ﬂ'plo N
n-spm\ﬂiMo government is that the ma-
jority of the people should rule through
their representatives, the majority in
Parliament. The practice of all gm.'m'n-
ments, responsible or otherwise, is that
that men-who control the public funds
govern the country. Now the talk-as-
long-as-you-please ahont anything-you-
p]_euse system of debate empowers the
minority to control the public funds by
the simple process of talking about
something—and keeping up ‘the talk.
This makes them virtually the governors
of lthe country. They may starve the
('_1\'11 service, embarrass the administra-
tion of public affairs, paralyze the con-
struction of public works and practi-
(~al.ly tie up the whole governmental ma-
t-llllnel')' by the simple expedient of em-
itting language: To admit their right to
do so is to admit their right to say that
the will of the majority of the }wmplu
shall not he carried out, a principle
which would not be tolerated for a mo-
ment ‘in any democratie country. - Yet
we extend to them the power to do what
we do not admit they have the right
to do. In theory we declare that ?h(\
majority must rule; in practice we al-
low the minority to prevent them from
ruling as long as they please.

At the lowest estimate a session of
Parliament costs the Canadian people
$24,000 per 'duy. A hundred days wasted
(‘(_l in a 'session means therefore a
direct expense to the country of some-
thing like two and a half million dol-
lars. But the direct expense is not
the whole hill by any manner of means.
Parliament has other business than the
voling of supplies. It has to consider
also measures for conserving -and pro-
moting the general welfare of the peo-
ple. To blockade supplies is also to
blockade constructive and preservative
legislation. The blockade of this legisla-
tion is frequently of more public conse-
quence than the sessional expense in-
volved. The present blockade has held
up the Hudson Bay railway project and
the new Dominion Lands Act, to cite
only two. To the western country these
are measures of tremendous importance.
One touches the question of getting the
crop to market. The other touches the
question of getting settlers~ on the va-
cant lands. The postponement of these
might easily mean that one or both
would have to be laid over, should
strong opposition be developed against
them. This would mean that the coun-
try ‘would not get the benefit of these
projects until-.a year later - than, the
benefit. should be felt. Mo the farmers
on{ the prairie it is not extravagant to
say: that the loss incident to a year's
postponment of these measures would be
more than the indirect expense.of the
wasted time of the present session. But
should the measures be postponed the
country would suffer both the direct
expense and the loss from their post-
ponement. These are only two of the
measures at present tied up, and for
every such measure the country must
pay, directly and indirectly, for the
delay.

debate

BOURASSA AND THE CONSERVA-
TIVE PARTY.

London Advertiser—The joy un-
feigned and undisguised of certain
Conservative papers in the appearance
of Mr, Bourassa and ‘his attendant
luminary in the firnmament of Quebee
provingial: polities, ig worthy publie
attention, The more so because the
entrance of these gentlemen into thei:
new sphere of activity was aided and
abetted by Conservative politicians,
Federal and Provincial, and because
their appearance was accompanied by
the unmourned eclipse of the Conser-
vative party in the Quebec Legisla-
ture. -

No Conservative candidate ran in
any constituency contested by © Mr.
Bourassa or lis avowed supporiers.
Members of the Feaeral Opposition
appeared in constituencies through-
out the province in aid of Mr. Bour-
assa’s candidates, and theé whole party
machinery, Federal and Provincial,
was employed on behalf of those can-
didates. Such power as Mr. Bourassa
has attained, therefore, he attained
with the enthusiastic assistance of
the Conservative party leaders, Feder
al and Provincjal.

More, the triumph of fMr. Bourassa
was -accompanied by the extinction of
Quebec Congervatism as a provincial
force, if, indeed, the effectiveness of
the party was not deliberately sacri
ficed that the way might be made

years; o bring again the days when
the voters of that province stood up
%o be counted as they were told—and
were invariably told to vote for
Conservative candidate.

For this is the meaning and pur-
pose of Bourassaism. The 3Ydea of
that gentleman as- consistently and
persistently maintained in the ~Hnn<1.
of Commons and out of it, is a French
Canada within Canada, net as an in-
tegral part of the nation, but as a
isolated element in the nation—a
element hostile to every imperial -ir
terest and purely negative in its at-
titude towards British connection,
This attitude Mr. Bourassa has taken,
avowed ‘and maintained; and' when
the Conservative party adopted Mr,
Bourassa it adopted him as Mr. Boui-
assa, the Canadian disintegrationist
:m/d/:u_xli-i111[w1'izlli~t.
~ With what views the party at laree
will regard the lieutenancy bestowed
upon this firebrand remains to be
seen; but whatever the party may
think of it they must recognize that
the honor has been regularly bestow-
ed by the duly recognized party au-
thorities, Whatever Mr. Bourassa
may choose to do or say in Quebec,
that the Conservative party through-
out Canada must answer for. M
Bourassa acecepts the honors with no
renunciation of principles. He-is {ree
to  promulgate his reactionary, and
anti-British programme, knowing that
he speaks with authority and in the
name of the greai Conservative party.

Mr, Bourassa came into publie note
a3 a Liberai member of parliament.
As such the Liberal party' and the
Liberal leader were held responsible
for him. And when, as a Liberal
member, he preached the doetrines of
racial entity and of disregard for .i
perial interests and duties, Siy
trid Laurier and the party he le
were assailed as traitors for numbe:
ing him among them—by none mo:
vigorously than- by the journals wl
now clasp hands with Mr. Bourass
as the new Quebe?é leader of the Con-
servative party.

Mr, Bourassa had to part with his
unpatriotic views or part with th
Liberal party. He left the party and
sought entrance to the public life ol
Quebee, The Conservatives who had
reviled the Liberal party because «
his views, miade alliance with him,
entered the lists in-his behali, invited
their supporters to- elect himseli and
his candidates, and applaud his elee-
tion as a ‘“notable incréase’” in the
party fortunes. Hencelorth, they
are responsible for him, He is then
Quebee lieutenant. He will shape
their policy in that provinee after his
own fashion. They will receive what-
ever advadtage he can give them.
But they must be answerable for him
to the public. His record gives prom-
ise that they will have much to
answer for. An alliance between the
party which boasts its imperialism
and the man who boasts his hostility
towards imperialism, is not likely to
be a happy one.
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TORONTO LAGGING BEHIND.

The Difficulty Is To Some Extent the
T Restrictive By-Laws.

Toronto, June: 26.—In  his refiring
adaress to the Toronte branch oif the
Canadian Manufacturers’ -Association,
Presideng Freyseng took a hopeiul
view of the future. He thought the
industrial depression last fall was due
to a complication of -causes, and he
quoted decreased imports and reduccd
revenues to show the effect, But the
crop prospects all over the Domini
vere at present very -bright, acd
only required a continuance of
present fine weather to ensure a
ization of a bountitul-harvest. W
we cannot regain. the high level - of
1966 and the early part oi 1907. Mr.
Freyseng thought hé was safe in pre-
dicting a gradual recovery in busi-
ness. Money is easier and the busi-
ness of manufacturers improving.

The president then called attention
to the slaughtering of iofreign goods
in Canada.  The Dumping Act, {hough
slow in action, was of seme a=sist-
anee, but machinery, he said, would
have to be devised to make unde
valuation of goods more easily detect-
ed, and so prevented.

Speaking of local conditions, he
said that while Toronto has made pro-
gress, she has not kept pace with the
other cities. From 1900 to 1905 Toron-
to’s increase in trade had only been
47 per cent., while that of other cities
had been from 100 to 200 per cent.
This was due partially to Toronto’s
restrictive by-laws,

F. A. Rolph, of Relph, Clark Co.,

Black
Watch
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J. A. Markinson, who own
tions of land east of town, an|
cently arvived from Dakota wi
outfit has let the contract for
his entire two sections to J. C
and W. A. Dobie.

W. R. McGowan paid a vis
taskiwin on Wednesday
Thursday.

John Smylie left Wednesdaj
Perce, [daho, on a husiness tr
pects to he away about three 1

G. Whitlock, who has had
the depot here, owing to the 1|
of G. A, Barnes, has been t
to Strathcona. Mr. Whitlock i
ed by J. A. Taylor of Médicin

The work of veneering the sc
cement blocks has been going
In about three weeks will see
pletion of the finest building
Wetaskiwin and Hardisty.

Monday, the 22nd June was
gala’ day and from early da
darkness came the town was

. with people from all along the
# lobbyist would work in order to-se-| These members took the ground that i

eire the legisiation  desired from

- Jeishdtives Bodye

~“Phe. early. paft ol the session we

t-in making the acquaintance «

the members ol the LegisTaturé,” and '
}h%ﬁ‘léavémﬁ TP ahbiw: tsthem the | embartuassed the sitwation by holding
_beolufe negessity of an Fight Hour
Law :as: well as the advantigd to The Letink.” s0 to epeak.

Provinee as-a wholé of the Compen

satiap. Aeh-aiidethe cother lahor legis-|the work of your delegates any easier,

']ati@ which we Hope to have hroygl:

nz

- ““With -all due respect to the mem-

éé;.i, we have te report that we founc
“many -of them altegether unfemilia

'ﬁ[it‘l?:“lh(- class of Tegislation. whici,
p&?auy' apeaking, comes uhdm.- the | i,
HERA 6T 8bor Tegislation. This will-be | that we decmed it advisable to wié
énsily” understood when it is remem-| Mr. Frank Sherman to come fo Ed-
Bered Uhat many of 1he'canstitugncies | monton at once, @s we felt sure that
- this province are purely agricul-
fural constituencies, in which-the 1a-| far as tHé largest body of organized

bot: question has. never been a faoto

in<politicsj.or for that mafler, of 1o ed, it was not desired that the bill
All of these, how-

Ppractieal  interest.

“The House prorogued on Thursday,
Matrch 5th.

“We submit the = foregoing report
hoping that ¢he results of onr efforts
will meet with your approval.

“Fraternally Yours,

“Q.7H, . RICHARDSON,
DONALD MeNAB.”

1| if the Bill was not satisfactory to the
workingmen of the. Province it .cers
fdinly ‘could not be satisfuctory-to thel
employers, and that to-pass it would
f only put the govermment in a hole,
Meéssrs - Lehéney omd Howell further

yublic meetings-df ;protest in Kdmon-
ton’ ‘angl generally ‘‘kicking up a

THE CiviL SERVICE REFORM
BILL.

L - - % Not, sinee the long controversy of
t and the bill was twice put back in ? ; 4 g <
Somnities ofithe Whole, ohoe in order] 1843:47 betwegn the Governors Gener-
that ‘the group of members who were|al and the promoters of:responsible
afraid of the bill on account of the}government over the right to appoint
1] agitation might have an opportuniity I pysyingial ‘employecs has there been
i| to look iuto it ‘further and consult} .. .
their constituentd, and _the «econd | PTOPOSed i 5 %
time at our own request. For a time jorganization of the Canadian civil ser-

gituation looked 80 ' precaribus|vice as is embodied in the bill intro-
duced yesterday by the Minister | of
Agriculture into the House of Com-
by adding his assnrance to ours, the|mons. The contest between Lord MA""
‘members would be satisfied. that,” as jealfe and the first Baldwin-Lafontaine
Ministry was precipitated by the Gov-
ernor’s assumption of the right to ap-
be-thrown out. point public officials, not merely with-
4 “Upon Mr. S8herman’s arrival on the fout approval, but againsl the advice

“These cireuamstances did not make

radical a change in the

r{ workers in the Province were concerr-

not on their present programme.

When they got hold of Major Hod-
gins they thought they had .a find.
Having had experience with *“Pavi-
fie”’ scandals their keen scent detect-
ed a Grand Trunk Pacific-one imme-
diafely. The Major was summoned to
Ottawa post ‘haste and lurid des-
patchés were sent out to.all the Tory
papers deseribing‘the dark -tale.that
was to be unfolded about the building
of the !new Trarseontinental railway.
They extelled ‘Hodgins as an honer-
able man ‘who from high principles
refused to be a party to the rascality
that formed a leading feature of the
railway construction, An investiga-
tion was demanded and was readily
granted by Sir Wilirid Laurier. Eve:ry
facility was given the committee, and
iz set to work. Major Hodgins was
the . star - witness, but anfortunately
for the scandal-hunters he petered -t
and wound up practically with an
apology.

The charge waa really against the

cret of it all was freedom. The bond
of union of the British Empire to-
day was not rule or dominion—it
was liberty and independence. It
was an Empire of finer, rarer qual-
ity than the world had ever seen.
To maintain it needed , a - strong
sense ‘of responsibility. = It needed
high ideals to preserve it united and
strong.”

THE COST OF OBSTRUCTION.

Montreal Herald: Sooner or later the
Canadian Parliament may be driven to
adopt measures to prevent a minority
from holding up tho transation of pub-
lic business for -an unlimited period.
Ours is the only Parliament of the kind
that still tolerates the anomaly. 1In
Great Britain, in the United States and
in France, effective means have been
found of shutting off a debate when 1t
no longer promotes business or advan-
ces the public welfare. At Ottawa we
extend to any membér and any group’of
members the privilege of talking as long
as they please, as often as théy please,
about whatever they please, almost
whenever they please and entirely re-
gardless of the delay of buiness. If any-
one imagines that sober-minded people
will bear with an indefinite continuance
of this he is apt to be rudely undeceiv-

clear for Mr, Bourassa. The provin-
cial leader of the party went down in
the fight, but his loss i3 not mourned.
There is no suggestion of securing
another constituency for him, His
defeat is accepted as his finish politi-
cally.

Meantime the advent of Mr, Bour-
assa is hailed as a party triumph.
The Ottawa Citizen declares that “on
Monday a notable increase was made
in re-establishing Conservatism in
the Liberal stronghold -of Quebec.”
Remembering that the party leader
went dm\'x). no construction of these
words is possible, but that Mr. Bour-
assa ig the ‘“‘notable inerease.” = This
is in thorough accord with the pro-
tracted jubilations with which the
party press still continues to allude to
Mr, Bourassa’s election.

Conservatism in Quebec has, there-
fore, been merged inte Bourassaism.
He is the hope and the only hope of
the party in that province. To him
and to him alone the party, Provin-
cial and Federal, looks to shake the
influence, and prestige of Sir Wilirid
Laurier, and to make a Dominipn
victory possible; to reinstate the con-
ditions under which and by means ‘of
which Conservative governments held
power at Ottawa for nearly

twenty '

‘‘Biggest and Best'’

Plug
Chewing Tobacco

Makes Prize Butter

‘Who ever heard of Canada’s
_prize butter makers using
imported galt? They all rely on

Windsor
Salt

because they know that it dissolves
quickly — works in easily — and
gives a delightful flavor to the
butter. Windsor Salt is pure—
and costs no more than the
cheap imported salts,
If you want the best butter,
you must use the best salt.
That means Windsor Salt.
188W

the surrounding country. \
Daysland, Camrose, Bawlf,
and Hardisty were very numg
they all left with a resolve
again next year.
In the sports
amuse

there was

¢ and  excite the people
morning . in  the bhaseball ca
Strome played Harland and

in winning, score 20-6. In the
Sedgewick succeeded in winni
after a very exciting and amu
Sedgewick succeded in winning
the score of 18 to 16. The final
ed in the evening and resulted
for Sedgewick in an unfinishec
seven innings, score -3,

The competition for the 8§
donated by E. W. Day to-the
hall team-on the line hrough
entries, viz Hardisty, Wa
Spring Lake, Prague. and Kill
following was the result aftc
the best foothall matches eve
these parts: Hardisty 1, Wavy
Spring Lake 2, Killam 3; P
Wavy - Lake, bye:; Killam 4, 1
Wavy Lake 60, Killam 1.

Thus it will be seen that Ki
victorious after plaving thre
hardest fought battles in one

cany feam ever participated in

ing them the championship of
taskiwin hranch

given the

Great credit

referee, Mr. Eangle




