§
5
§
i

)

-_ : e
THE STORY OF A BEAT
HOW A NEW YORK NEWSPAPER SE-
: CURED A BIG SCOOP.

.

Five Hundred Dollars Was Paid For
a Copy of the Testimony In the
Credit . Mobilier Investigation — A
Suicide’s Story of His Aet. b

Back in the seventies:the newspaper
boys called them “beats,” but nowadays
they are known as “scoops.” A “scoop”
is a story of some importance published
exclusively in one vpewspaper—a good .
piece of news that no other paper has
managed to get bold of. The reporter
who turns in many scoops during 'the
year is looked favorably oo by his city
and managing editors and, if he writes
fairly good English, has a splendid
chance for prometion, for the newsgath-
erer who gets_the scoops is a man who
has an eye for news, and it is that kind
of a man who eveptually sits in the man-
aging editor’s chair and looks after the
destiny of the paper.

In the good old days before the Asso-
ciated Press service, when every paper
had its own correspondents throughout
the world, scoops of an international
character were more numerous than they
are at preseat. Now, with news agency
and special correspondents in every eity
in the world, it is difficult for a paper to
obtain a really big exclusive piece of
Dews.

One of the most famous beats of the
old time days was the exclusive publica-
tion by the New York Tribune of the full
report of the Credit Mobilier committee,
swith all the testimony verbatim.

Although reporters had been admitted
‘%o the sessions of the committee and the
papers had published summaries of the
proceedings ‘and testimony from day te
day during the long and painful investi-
gation. the.testimouny in full had never
been printed. People evinced a great in-
gerest to read the entire testimony. They
wanted to be able to judge for them-
selves how far the prominent statesmen
fnvolved were actually inculpated. Great
public curiosity was also shown regard-
fng the report of the committee.

When the chairman, Judge Poland of
Wermont. a very dignified, white haired
old gentleman, who always wore a blue
swallowtail coat with brass buttons, pre-
sented the report to the house, all of the
boys in the press gallery maie an imme-
diate rush to the clerk’s office to get hold
ot thé document and send ak much of it
ms possible over the wires that evening.

The Washington correspondents of The
fMribune were then Z. L. White, Homer
G. Ramsdell and E. V. Smalley.

Mr: Smalley had been assigned to fol-
Jow the daily work of the Credit Mobolier
committee and had received orders to get
that report, cost what it may. How well
the correspondent followed out his orders
was shown by the fact that Wwithin ten
minutes after the report had been de-
posited with the clerk ‘Mr, Smalley had a
<copy of it under his arm and was rush-
ing down Pennsylvania avenue to the tel-
egraph station om the cormer of Four-
teenth street. ‘There Mr. White was
holding three New York wires by sending
a lot of stuff, most of which was never
intended for publication. The miscella-
neous stuff, however, served as an effec-
tual means of preventing any of The
Tribune’s rivals capturing the wires be-
forehand.

Next morning The Tribune came out
with five pages of agate type, comprising
the full report of the committee. It was
at that time the longest special ever sent
to any newspaper and has seldom been
equaled since.

The Tribune's contemporaries were
paturally disgruntled at the beat and at
eonce queried their Washington repre-
sentatives for an explanation. They were
pever able to fathom the mystery, and
this is probably the first time the riddle
has been solved.

Mr. Smalley had arranged with the of-
ficial reporter of the house for a ecomplete
copy of the investitation. The copy wasg
made secretly from the official reporter’s
notes, copied as the investigation pro-
gressed and handed to The Tribune man
when Judge Poland made his report to
the house. The price paid for the copy
was $500.

The other correspondents were only
able to get im a very meager synopsis
ghat night, as The Tribune's report clog-
ged the wires,

A most sensational scoop appeared in a
Pacific coast daily some years ago. It
wsvas the suicide of a reporter on the pa-

and was written by himself! He
had been complaining of ill health for

some time and one Sunday asked for a

day off, which was given him.

Next morning, a Jittle after 2 o'clock, a
messenger boy handed the city editor a
farge, thick envelope. When opened, it
wvas found to contain a graphic descrip-
gion of the reporter’s suicide, even de-

. seribing the position he lay i when

#discovered by the horror stricken news-

paper -men.”

Accompanying the story was a short
mote which read: i

“This is & scoop. You will find all de-
¢ails correct. Don’t report to police until
too late for the other papers to get it.
80 long. Yours, * —_—

«“p_ 8. —Pretty good story, isn't it?”

Two reporters were immediately dis-
patched to the young man’s yoom and

{ after breaking in the door found him ly-
ing on the floor with a bullet in his heart.

The paper was phoned the result of the

fuvestigation and next morning eame out

with a “double decker” on the front page.

It was a scoop. 100, the police being no-
tified five miputes after the paper bhad
gone to press.-
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g A Marble Heart.

| whMidam,” said the tramp to the farm

er's wife, “have you any to my

fying down in one of your fence eorners

and dying?”’
“No objection at all,” replied the. lady.
"Ovcrinthneomtm'ﬂlhdlm

pik

“?r“':datdm: o lie. on gour straw,
“] won! A on C
- ‘F-uhu—
”"yuutl'dbonmhvnhnnllﬂ

” said the wamp.
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“We have plenty more,” -chour-'
ntlv. as she closed the

from Locdon last week.
Mr. Clark has goue to Toronto for the

ness more fully.
Walter Ackins

Sombra and points north
Our

Tor New York.

Miss Magges is taking music lessons at

Chatham convent.

Quarterly board wae held at Zion Church
to settle some import-

Mounday afterpoon
ant questions.
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DEATH OF MRS, JONES.

The death oceurred in Cleveland on Sat-
urday, the 12th inst., of Jane, wife of F. G.
Jones, Wellington street east, cit .ud::
was born in hhnon.ohb.ln!{

5 months and
16, 1827, came to Canada in 1853 and

¢d continuously in Chatham. At the time
was visiting ‘her daughter.

cers and B. M. F. Church.

leaves a loving husbsud, five sons and four

daughters to mourn their loss. The remains ple ; X _
onda Sarsaparilla lies in the fact that this § Tilbury to-night to try
;Vm:tb;:’c:ck t{:'?(‘ml :k':: mdk:x'::‘ig gives good digestion and with the Rangers, of that town. The Gen. Passenger Agt. of the Lake Ecie, ‘#
place from her late Tsidence Wellington § makes pure, rich blood. Tt restores Jj position formerly played by S Mer- was in the city last evening en route
street to the B. M. K. Church, thence to the functions of those organs which § cier will be played by R. Cook, Mr. to inspect the extemsion of the line
. H convert food into nourishment that Mercier being too ill to take part. between Rdgetawn and Dutton, over
which it is expected soon to do busi-

Maple Leaf cemetery. The United Daugh-
vers turned out in & body te pay the last
deceased. Th

tribute of respect to the

|-bearers were :—J. Scott, L. Brady,

> ':li.' J‘:hn n&’%"c"”ﬁiﬁ?&"ﬁh&"& diseases that have their ofigin in im- _Forwapds—Pattersom, Larmer, El- :
g m":r:;nt;t The family of the late Mre. B P77 blood. hg;?"%ﬁug‘ﬂ?‘ No police court this morning. il ’:!il“!‘ "'!ﬂs brought to Chatham
g e ———— et . S . H i .
F. G. Jones desired to thank Mrs. Nic- A Tilbury has played against London, Mrs. S. D. M,nmuq.m. ill. .:’le :::;te; ay. Hs sentence is for
holls, the U'lntofl Daughers, Mrs. M. V. The great amount of design work ¥ Stratfocd and Sarnia, in the O. H. H. Wm. Keith, &f Tilbury, is in the city. Benj. Biooks, of Shacpsvi Tad ;
Gales, of this city; and Mrs. Hackett, of ¥ jone at the Victoria Avenue Green @ western series. E Grandbois, Chatham street, is in- fe v of this oits-, h}’;" : f;ﬂilll”;
disposed. apcident befal!!l him a sho-t time ago. %

Cleveland, for their floral tributes to the
deceased. also wish to thank the
ighbors for the sympathy

is their sad bereavement. "

shown them in

friends ,‘.nd

Oowes. Isle of Wight, Tuesday, Jan, 23 —Her Wty passed aw &y

at 6.55 to-day-

Osborne ie in deepest mourning.
By virtue of the Brilish constitution Bdward V1I. now reigns.

roed from a visit at

grain .serchant is busy loading oats .

A very pleasant and ‘enjoyabie con-
cert was presented in the First Pres-
byterian Church last evening under
the auspices of the Ladies’ Aid Soci-
ety. The program was under the di-
rection of Mrs. John Cooper and was
an exceedingly fine ome. The chair
was occupied by ex-Ald. Fred Stome.

The program. each number of
which was keenly enjoyable, was as

follows : — ;

5 _ PROGRAM.

Hymn—All Hail the Power of Jesus'
Name. o

A good many people are finding out that
this is the place to buy Clothing and Thorntoh

& Douglas’ Clothing is the best.

But that's not all.  'We want as many to
find out where’s the best place for Hats and
Furnishings. We do no better on Clothing
than on everything else.  Yau can judge the
store by these things fas well as anyt ing.

The Planet's brief cablegrams re-
ceived during the noon hour and early
afternoon hevalded the spproach of
the dread message; finally received at
this office at 1.15, and officially con-

firmed at 157. i Invocation. 3

As its prelude camé the following: ﬁm’yf&ﬂihlht (unaccompanied)

Lonon, Jan. 2435 p. m.—A bulle- §  Solo, O. Divine Redeemer, Gounod— —Hats, —Neckwear,

e : Miss Ada Ross ;
tin just posted at the Mansion House Chorus, How Long Wilt Thou For- Caps’ ‘ ’nderwear’

get Me? Carl Puelfger—Mr. H
vis and choir.

Solo, N.ghteof Nights, Vandewater—
Mrs. Alice James.

Quartette, Crossing the/Bar, Arthur
Foote—Mrs. John Cooper, Miss Ads
Ross, W. H. and R. L. Brackin.

. Solo, Selected—Miss Jessie Taylor.

God Save the Queen. &

The attemdance at the entertai
ment Avas not large, but the ladies res
alized some i L X

At the comclusion the Ladies' Aid
Society courteously invited the choir
:‘i,d Tl generous repast they had pro-

ed. : .
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GOING TO TILBURY.

The Chatham Hockey team will visit
conclusions

—Night Shirts,
—Suspenders

reads' as follows :— i
Osborpe, 4 p- m.—My painf
duty obliges me to imform you
that the life of our belbved Queen

is in the greatest danger.

ALBERT EDWARD.
et

is intended to nourish and sustain
us, but it must be digested and assim-~
ilated before it can do this. In other
words, the nourishment contained in
food must be separated by the diges-
tive organs from the waste
als and must be carried by the blood
to all parts of the body. We believe
the reason for the great benefit which
so many people derive from Hood’s

—Shirts,

—Collars

‘Thornton & Douglas.

At 215 this afterncon the fire de-
partment were called to Box 25, where
a pile of cornstalks were burned on
tAl.n propecty of A. MeGregor, Stanley
‘Ave.

Thos. Marshall, Walkerville, Asst.

Thornton
Dentist

Dr. AW

The team is as follaws :—
Goal—R. Cook.
Point—S. J. Courtney.
Cover Point—M. 8. Fraser.

ness.

_ A. N. Wesley, comvicted bafore Mag-
istrate Macdougall, of Wallaceburg,
on the charge of practicing medicine

gives strength to nerves and muscles.
e § 1t also cures dyspepsia, scrofula, salt
S. & Theum, boils, sores, pimples and erup-
3 tions, catarrh, rheumatism and all

House is sufficient proof of the ex-
cellence of the work. Nothing but the
best at the lowest prices. Telephone
N 181 : tf

He was londing ore and by some
mewns had a bucket af it th.own on
h'm. which fractuced his skuil and
leit him umcomscious for three days.
M. Brooks' son, who [wves in Appin,
has left to bring him home.

Under direction of Supt. Jones, the
waterwocks pipe that crosses the
Thimes at Adelaide 8t., was lowered
to-day. The bunk on the south side
of the rivec has beenn washed away,

J. N. McCoy, of Wallaceburg, in a Chat-
h+» m visitor.

R. E Bennett, Head street, is in
Thamesville on business.s

There are ten prisoners at present
in Castle Mercer. '

A. 8. Huff, of Dover Centre, was in
the city yesterday.

Ald. Geo. G. Taylor is in Blenheim

New ideas in American Collars every
week at The 2 T's. tf

to-day om business. Jeav t : posed . %
Mrs. Arthur Wilson will visit friends in (:}\,ml?lgth?? inl t'be a;‘:mg !r.csh::s‘::: B
Leamington to-morrow. : the floating drift wood might catch™ %
; {7

in the pipe and carvy it away. NS

It may be of interest to thosea who ——
have preferred claims against the de-
funct Banner Printing OCo., for wages,
to know that A. C. Neff, the liquida~
tor, has notified certain of the claim-
ants that a settlement will be made
before the end of February. . ¢

The ad journed meeting of the Kent
Daw Assxcation, will be held at the
Harrison Hall at 3 p. m.; to-morrow, to
consider the report of the fommittee
upon the suggestion of the Attorney-
General for law reform. The commit-
tee consists of Messrs. Douglas, Wilson
& Walker. A meeting of repre-
semtatives from the various counties
throughout the Province ' will be held ¢
to discuss the matter at Osgoode Hall
om Friday, the 25th inst., at 1L a.m.

—

The Amethyst Club will hold their
next hop on Thursday evening.

Mrs., Frank Tschirbardt, Raleigh St.,
is seriously indisposed.

Jobn Sherman, of Kent Bridge, wasa
Chatham visitor yesterday.

E. J. Downey, C. P. R. station agent,
is laid up with la grippe.

Light hopes are entertained for the re-
covery of Chas. Grant, Head street,

There is no change to-day in the
condition of Mrs. E. J. Forsythe.

Miss T. Wilson, Head street, has returned
from au extensive visit 1n Mt. Clemens.

W. J. Hayward, inspector of weights and
measures, London, is in the city to-day.

The annual meeting of the First Prosby-
terian Church congregation will be. held to-
night.

Mrs. Adaire, of Blenheim, isseriously
ill at the residence of her mot her, King
street. ol . !

Judge Houston will sit at county court on
Thursdsy, when adjourned cases will be
brought up.

Master Willie Burrows, Victoria
avenue, is suffering from an attack of
la grippe.

Another soocial

VICTORIA

(3pecial to THE PLANET.) CHRIST CHURCH S. 8.

The annua! meeting of the officers %
and teachers of Christ Church 8. 8.
was held in the school moom last even- ¢
ing. There were present Mrs Mc- i
Kinnon and Misses Kingston, Knight,
Dennis, Burrassin, E. Barnrassin, Na-
gle, Wigze!l, McCoash and Rispin; and

s

will be  given on

Y. by the Young Meu's Bl ncoocrs ™ Willoughby, Shackleton,
Inspector Colles is busy among some of K‘;;j g‘::‘;’_‘b“ Smith, Brisco and Ll"

the young teachers in the vicinity of Blen-
he'ni this week. .

The Prince Edward House is w
extensive repairs being newly m
papered throughout.

B. J. Forsythe's choral class will
meet in Christ Church schaol hall this
evening at 8 p. m.

Henry Filby, of Harwich, sold his
thoroughsred Durham ball to parties,
in Torcuto. {

The benedicts of Wallaceburg, are
making arrangements for a big ball
in the near future.

Forty of the “Old Boys" of Trinity
Oollege school, Part Hope, served in
the war in South Afriea.

A number of friends of Claude and
Miss Maud Bragg, tendered them with
\surprise party last’ night. A splen-

evening was spent by all preent.
-, Every farmer should read the ad. pf
Geo. Stephens & (o, in this issue,
‘abput binder twine. See it among the B
ad ver tsements.

. Robert W. Kerr, of Milton, Dakota,
‘brother of the late Mrs. Garner, (s vis-

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and appreved of. ta
The New Centusy Teachers' Month- S
ly was ardered for the teachers, the
filustrated Picture Peil for the in- i
ant class, also the usual Sunday s |
school papers und literature.
Mrs. Shackleton veported that tex #
wolumes of the teachers' libvary had s
been received and would be placed
during the week. It was decided to b
hive a short peogram on the night 133
the mite boxes are opened and the i
prizes distributed. [t was further de- |
cided that all scholars attending 48 4
or more Sundays during the presen'
year would be given prizes, graduat; §
mg in value acvording to attendamoe. |
The Ladies' Auxiliary Society was

granted $5.
s~ The following officers were elected
ar 1901 :— .
;Snp(.—-ﬂ‘. R V. Buy. -
iAsst. Supt.—Rev. R. McCosh.
Treps.—J. C. Weir.
Sec'y—Ed. Cosgrove.
HAl.l“‘ Secs.—Fred Brisco and Fred
All.
Organiste—Miss Edna Dennis.
Choir Leader—E. J. Forsythe.
Librayian—$. W. Smith.
The matter of assistant supevinten-
dent was left in abeyance for the
prespnt.
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A CIVIC HOLIDAY.

£

tart & Wi
S T
to t W e - ———
: On learning the news of Her
will
painful and lay him ap for Jasiv's Mayar Geo. W. Sals
. man informed The Planet that a
civie holiday would be declared to ob-

serve) the day of the mzd-q
.‘btu.w a pational | u#
& % N
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