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$iself was nouresly, of greater importancs to the Colony
than this ope ; and be trusted before auy step wae takeu by
ghe House in the meuer that it echould bo thoroughly
ventilated.

Hoo Mr LONGWORTH thought the whole gquestion
was o mere Nove Scotisn feslor, but neither Capada, New

Brunawiek, or Nova Seotia bad committed themselves with

regard to this proposition. He understood that it was s
favourite scheme of Mr Howe to keit the Colonies together,
upon the two points of defence and fnauce. He (Mr L.}
knowing that Prince Edward Ysland was self dependent,

should not sacrifice ber demrest imterests, ns he feured she

would do if this proposition should be sucesssfully carried

out. . Cape Breton wers like themselves nt one time; now |

or four counties attuched 10 that Colony.

Hon bMr WARBURTON—Yes, in the same way and
with the sawme résults aa the juicing Ireland to Bogland,

. Hon Mr LONGWORTI—~The plan of this greas schems
had been altogether undelined by any agent, or sven any
honorable member who had spoken upon the subject, and
he believed that no thorough plas had been deviged ; but
‘gven should It be devised and gent in st a future session,
he trusted $he House would not sanction it, nor the people
spprove of it ; if they did so they would lose their identity
as & Oolony, no matter however amall. Anmegation o the
osher .Colouies, in British North. Americs, caonot recom-

onse Prince Edward Island for the Joss of independenge.

He moved a resolution to that effect. ' ’

Hon Mr LAIRD seconded the resclution.

Hon Col GRAY agreed with part of the resolution, but
he feared that, in grasping suppositious dificulties, they

it was s mere appendnge to Nova Seotin, forming only three

might be decsiving themselves. In' the propgsed union, |

Canada, part of New Brungwick, Nova Scotis, snd Prince
Edward Island migbt' amicably join in a Federal Usion.
Take Rhode laland for instance, one of the gmallest, if nat
the smallest, in the Federation of the Northern Siates, she
had done her duty during the present war, having cheer-
fully and more readily supplied the demands made upon
beér by the Government, than lurger States in proportion
supplied. Now, taking Rhode Island, taking Guernsey
and Jersay, and even the Isle of Man, what did they fiugd’?
There were none harmed. And if Prince Edward Island
ageeed {0 join the other Provinces, she would internally
begome a part of a great nation, insiesd of being isolated
3§ at pressnt, The suggealion His Grace the Duke of
Newenstle had made in the Despatch, was merely an
initiatory one, and ke beliaved that the guestion shonld be
shoroughly understocd by every member of the House, and
it would, perhaps, be as well, therefore, to lot the matter
lie over for that purpose. He, for one, felt strongly upon
the question of the Union, provided it could be arranged
and carried . out in 3 proper form. Looking at what was
going on in Amerioa at the present time, and what the
painful resulfs wore likely to be, and knowing that a great
railway was in course of copstruction, which would be the
great commercial higbway to China, Japan, Vangouver's
lsland, and all the shores and Islands of the Pacific passing
through Eoglish territory, he believed, he, was warranted
in saying, such astate of things, if the Colonies all heartily

joined together, that the inhabitants of the eoupiries|

through which the railroad waa proposed to be carried,
would add very much to bring about a desirable result, -

_Hon Mr. LONGWORTII bLeartily sgreed to withdraw
his resolution for the presont; hut it musi not be implied,
in doing 80, that heo wished the Island to be joived to eny

other Colony, or to give up one single right of their local

Logislatare.

lon the SPEAKER differed very much from the senti-
mente expressed by the hon. the leader of the Government.

Prince Edward Island, he thoughs, sbould bave an opinien |

of ita own, and a fair opportunity of ezpressing such an
opision, Rhode Island had beén alluded to; and heres the

uegtion aross with regard 4o their uniow to Canada, New'
%mngmﬂk, sod Nova Scotis,~was it to be a Federal or

Legislativeone?  Could thay, ns Rhode Island 414, manage
their own affuive, have their own Legisinvare, and raiee
their own taxes, he feared noi ; and, until he saw his way
alenr before him, be would not sell bis birth-right for o
mess of potinge. Bome stress had been lvid in sefersuce to
the Isies of Man, Jersey and Guernsey, but eanch of those
Islands were held under Norman federal righte, and posses-
sed, even to this duy, peculiar privileges. They were not
| apnexed, nor federated, or cobfederated, but refained their
uwn rights; and this should be an esemple to Frince
Edward lsland. ;

Hogz Col GRAY esid that be must have besn misunder-
stogd ; be never, for s single moment, insinpdted thag
either Jorsey, Guernesy or the Isle of Man wers in a bebtex
position than that now occupied by Prince Edward Island.
Neither of them were clear, he believed, of a certain
lisbilisy, in the respect of either debis or toyes; butths
real question alloded to in the Despateb before them way
vub annexstion, but upion. Adihe prescnt time they wers
combatting shadows; aud is might be the wost prudens
course for the Colony nos to take the initiative step ob o
important a guestion, uwil the pulse of the peighboriag
Colonies bad been fais. : i

Hon Mr COLES was of opinion that it would have been
much betier if this important subjeet had been initiated by
their own Government, instead of writing for an opinion
to urge them o, from elsewhere. ‘The guestiou was of
grost importangs &0 the Colony. It naturally arose io the
minds of all parties (or should have arisen to their minds)
the question, wos the proposed cumbination to be of a
Legislative or n Federal charapter ! He. for one, thought
that it would be much better for all parties, and. that the
rosperity of the whole Colonies would be advanced, if
rince Edward Island were adwitted into o union liks thag
of the United States. Besides, it should be remembered
that the Colonies were not fairly represented-~in fact, ha
might say, with some degree of truth, that they were nou
represented at all in the Ymperial Parliament, or at ghy
office of the Home Government. An offer hud been maje
by the other Colonies. which should be avcepted by the in-
habitants of Prince Edward Island. The Island, however,
was uot, after all that bad been said about it, quite u
*s gleepy hollow,” for ig had initisted the practicability of
carrying out the principle of many important messures—

not the least of whieh was the Bill for the election of o

Legisliative Council. If the vesolution or suggestion con-
tained in the Despateh were asgreed to, they would, uo
doubt, bave to send delegates from hers to meet a delega-
tion from the other Colomies; and, notwithstanding the
expense that might be incurred, he Lelieved, that it would
be for the benefit of the Island, For, by joining this pro-
‘posed union, Prince Edward Island, he believed, would e
put above the banefu! influence of the Cunards and other
larges proprietors. The Cunards had no iufluence in othee
Colunies, and a consultation of delegates could be of no
disadvantage to Prince Edward Island. Their delegates
need not bind themselves, por allow themselves to be
swamped ; but. upon what was termed the ¢ log-rolling
principle,”” might make their own terms.

Hon COL. SECRETARY believed that Prince Edward
Island would follow in the wake of the other Colonies,
but it was not for thew to take the inilintive. There
could be no doubt but that, sooner or later, a greas cmpire,
under the protection of the British flag, would be formed
-8t the northern extremity of this great continent, streteh-
ing from sen to sea ; but, under present c¢ireuwsiances, ho
bolieved, that it would be far better, before any activn wag
taken, that the. propositions from. the other Colonies, res-
pecting the proposed federation or annexation, should ve
more {olly developed, and that prepositions, upon the sub-
jeet should be waited for from the vther Oolonies.

Hon Mr McAULAY said o great deal of money had been
raised ib ruilway spetulations by the other Colonieg-—they
were invited to join,—and if Privco Edward Island joined
with thim, there could be no doubt that the proposed con~
federation would inevitubly be swomped with the weight



