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(n TTOESz—The column of the Moon’s Southing 
Uvea the time of high water at Parrs boro, Corn- 
inUlia, Horton, Hantsport, Windsor, Newport and

High water at Pictou aim Jane Tormentlne. î hrs 
md 11 minutes um than at Halite* - At Annap- 
lUs, St John, N.B., and Portland, Maine, 3 hours uid 26 minutes Latkx, and at StjUn’s, Newfcund- 
Had* misâtes uiun than at Halite*. At Char
lottetown, 2 hours 64 minutes LATKH. At Westtort, 
I sours 54 "liflntM ate*. At Yarmouth, 2 hours 
» minutes late*.

Fob ths lbhoth or th* oar^Add 12 hours to 
MS of the sun’s setting, and from the sum sub
tract the time of rising.

Fob the lbboth or tub bioitt.—Subetract toe 
i of the sun’s setting from 12 hours, and to the 

■ - — -*-i time of rising next morning

USE OF THE CATECHISM AND 
MEMORIZING OF SCRIPTURE.

A paper recently read before the Quar
terly Mcttihy of a S. 8. Society.

BT A YOUNG MINISTER.

One of the greatest dangers to the 
prosperity and happiness of the world 
is the proneness of men to rush to ex
tremes. This disposition may be no
ticed in all the walks of life ; in all un
dertakings of a secular or spiritual 
character. One course is pursued un
til the ship is threatened with destruc
tion on the rocks of Scylla, when an 
opposite direction is immediately taken 
which strands her on Charybdis. The 
mind is very likely to reactions 
which lead it far in the opposite direc
tion to its previous investigations. It 
is hard to keep the golden mean. Bus
iness men will tell you so. Students 
will corroborate their statement ; and I 
«link Sabbath school teachers will not 
deny it. In connection with these 
two'subjects named wo have a practical 
illustration of our proneness to extremes 
—especially with reference to the cate- 
cfcism. Once it held a very prominent 
position in our schools, now it is almost 
banished, and the question comes, is 
the latter state of affairs preferable to 
the former, or is the true position be
tween the two extremes? Let us con
sider the matter. In the family years 
ago, discipline was observed in res
pect to the catechism which had 
the effect of leading ultimately 
te a distate for this Book. A 
similar course was pursued in the 
schools. The rules were patterned after 
the laws of the Medea and Persians. By 
a cast iron fuie, every pupil was oblig
ed to learn a stated number of verses or 
questions, so that the lessons became a 
burden to the pupils, causing them to 
leave the school, as soon as they were 
large enough to defy authority. But 
now a reaction has taken place. The 
catechism ii almost banished, and, it 
cannot be said which is the better, the 
former or the latter dispensation—I 
mean in this one particular. The true 
position must be between the two ex
tremes. We cannot afford to banish 
the catechism. I would not require it 
from the infant classes, but would from 
all the others. In this day of so much 
scepticism and error, we want to have 
our people so trained that they shall 
“ always be ready to giyfe an answer to 
every man that asketh them a reason 
for the hope that iê in them," We 
want them so trained that they «Ml 
not be “ tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the sleight of men and cunning crafti
ness whereby they lie in wait te deceive." 
To accomplish this we can do no better 
than employ the catechism. It is one 
of our beet safeguards against error. It 
gives us a ready and distinct definition 
ef our doctrines, and proves them from 
Scripture. Its teachings are in entire 
harmony with the teachings of the Bi
ble. I read some time ago of a discus
sion between a poor uneducated 
Sttd S Driest, inwhieh the poor man was
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able to maintain his ground, gome one 
asked him how it was he was able 
to give such fin» &niweri to the priest’s 
hard que^J10na He answered, “I would 
hs’Te been completely confounded by 
bis sophistry were it not for the short 
and pointed definitions and proofs that 
I learned from my catechism when a 
boy.” Since I entered the ministry, I 
have discovered more than ever the ne
cessity of teaching the catechism in our 
schools. At times when surrounded by 
strong rivals, I used to ask our young 
people how tljpy would defend such and 
such doctrines; few of them could tell 
me, while if they had known the cate
chism they could readily answer all 
objectors. While I earnestly believe 
tha-t our grand object should be to 
teach the children about Christ and 
Him crucified, yet if we do not take 
care, the old Methodist scriptural 
landmarks concerning original sin, the 
extent of the atonement, the witness of 
the spirit, and holiness of heart will be
come blotted ont- The school is the 
nursery of the church. The pupils of 
our schools are to take our places. 
Where are they to be trained in our 
doctrines if not in the school? There 
is a necessity of grounding our young 
people in the catechism, for it gives no 
uncertain sound on these grand doc
trines, the teaching ancL preaching of 
which has given us so much power in 
the world- I do not say it is necessary 
for each teacher to use the catechism in 
the class. The weekly lessons might 
be explained to the w^jfie school bj| 
some appointed person, who could also 
question the pupils.

The remarks made on the use of the 
catechism are, to a certain extent, ap
plicable in reference to the memorizing 
of Scripture. Once it was one of the 
most prominent features of the school. 
Many verses, even whole chapters, were 
memorized, and whoever learned the 
most gained the prize. * This proved 
very unsatisfactory. Except those who 
had very good memories, the public 
became discouraged, and many of them 
began to dislike tae Bible, because of 
the long tasks imposed upon them. The 
present system, if faithfully carried out, 
is a great improvement, but it is not 
carried out. We have swung back to 
the opposite extreme from the old sys
tem. The lesson leaves are too much 
depended upon. Even the Golden Text 
is not memorized by half the school. 
When it is called for, many glance at 
the leaf, and just know the text long 
enough to repeat it, and then it is for
gotten.

Fellow-laborers, we must be on our 
guard,or our splendid Sabbath school sys, 
tern will prove a failure. I fully sympath
ize with the following extract from the 
“ Christian at Work” :—There is rea
son to fear that the children of to-day, 
when they go into the pulpits and busi
ness circles ten years hence, will not 
have minute and accurate acquain
tance with the Bible promises as the 
men and women who were cultured in 
our inferior Sabbath-school twenty 
years ago. What we want, more than 
anything else, for our children, is the 
Bible packed away in their hearts, so 
that they can, in times of trouble and 
temptation, recall the inspired passages 
without the omission of a word or 
transposition of a sentence. God’s 
word is just right, and cannot afford to 
be twisted or misquoted. Leng after 
we are &ad, these children will be 
assaulted by trouble, in which times 
three chapters of general facts about 
Joseph or Moses will not do them as 
much good as one passage, like this, 
resurrected from their memory,—“ The 
mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not de
part from thee, neither shall the cove
nant of my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee."

How true is this last declaration. I 
shall ever remember the first verse I 
learned at the Sabbath-school,—“ Let 
not your heart be troubled ; ye believe 
in God believe also in Me." How many 
dark hours it has brightened ! How 
frequently it has come to me as fresh 
from my Father’s lips, strengthening 
me to struggle on against temptation 
and sifi: No doubt you have all read 
that beautiful extract in the May Jour
nal, called, “ Get your Class to Commit 
the Lesson.” It will bear repeating : 
—“ An aged man lives in a very plain 
home. His wife is almost a cripple. 
His widow daughter’s health is poor, 
and her son is a deaf mute. The family

ofis an afflicted one. A heavy piece 
timber once feU on the head of this 
man, almost destroying his hearing, and 
afterward, while he was engaged in his 
daily toil as a mason, lime so impaired 
his sight that now he cm hardly distin
guish a man from a tree. Yet this home 
is not a sad one. It is made cheerful 
by the pleasantness of the Christian love 
which reigns there. The aged man has 
a face that beams intelligence and peace. 
He told me the secret yesterday. He 
says that, as he is employed in a kind 
of labor that allows him time to think, 
much of the Scripture which he com
mitted to memory comes back to him 
in those quiet hours of the afternoon of 
life, and gives him comfort and food for 
thought, and fills his soul with bright 
anticipations of that heavenly home of 
which it speaks when it tells us of the 
“ many mansions,” and the land where 
the inhabitants never say “ I am eick,” 
and where there is “ no night”

Friends, by the memorizing of Scrip
ture in youth we provide ourselves with 
strong consolation for future sorrows, 
jynd a strong fortification against future 
temptation. The Psalmist said—“ Thy 
word have I hid in my heart that 1 
might not sin against Thee.” When 
Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, 
He answered “ Thus it is written," and 
the tempter fled ; and if we can educate 
our pupils to memorize the precious 
declarations of God’s word, we will send 
them forth well «equipped with the 
strongest weapon Against the enemy— 
« The sword of thg Spirit, which is the
word of God.” IJ 
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'that while mature
minds are more powerful to grasp great 
truths, young minds can more easily 
memorize Scripture word by word. Here 
arises an objection to the memorizing 
of Scripture by young children. It is 
said to be a mere mechanical process. 
It need not be, but even if it is, the seed 
gown is fixed in the soil, and the genial 
influence of the Spirit will cause it to 
germinate. Many a soul has been 
saved from ruin by some passage, learn
ed at his mother’s knee and then for
gotten, now flishing through his mind, 
and checking his downward step. I 
firmly believe in acquiring a verbal re
membrance of Scripture in childhood ; 
* “If a S. S. teacher accomplishes no 
more than the thorough memorizing of 
a single verse each week on the part of 
each pupil, so that its words and its 
meaning are fully understood and well 
remembered, an important work is per
formed. A constellation of spiritual 
gems have been set in the imperishable 
framework of immortal thought, to 
shine, in resplendent beauty for eternal 
ages. Precious stones of sacred truth 
have been placed in the foundation of 
the child’s character upon which shall 
rest the superstructure of a Christian life. 
The memory of such truth will often 
lead to repentance and faith, to true 
conversion and sanctification, when years 
of indifference and carelessness may 
have intervened. The Bible seed sow
ing in early years, vitalized by the pow
er of memory and quickened by heaven
ly influences has brought many a soul 
to the cross of Christ.”

Kellogg.

INCONSISTENT PROFESSORS.
There are such in the churches. Alas, 

that they are so numerous ! fitome err 
in word, others in deed. Some ramble 
but a short distance from the line of 
rectitude, others wander a long way. 
There is Mr. B. who has failed so often 
in fulfilling his promises, that Nome be
gin to think his religious principled are 
unsound. Hence his prayecs at the 
prayer-jneeting, are quite unsavory. It 
is a serious matter when a professed 
Christian fails to speak the truth. 
There is evidently some incen^Btency 
in the life of a professor, when a candid 
worlding will say, “ I cannot trust him.”

Then there is Mrs. A. who is such a 
trifler, and utters so much nonsense, 
that is difficult to believe she has 
any true religion. When we hear her 
talk, the words of the Apostle J ames 
come before the mind, “If any man 
among you seem to be religious and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is 
vain. It is a pity that so many Chris
tians, fail to see the difference between 
religions cheerfulness and worldly lev
ity. We would not judge severely, well 
assured of the fact, that some profess
ors, because of natural sedateness, get

credit among men, for more religion 
than they have, while others of a san
guine temperament, vivacious and buoy
ant, are not credited vith as much piety 
as they really possess.

We may, however, if we will, always 
find the safe line of duty in his matter. 
The observance of ona direction of Paul 
will keep us ever in that pathway : 
“ Let no corrupt communication pro
ceed out of your mouth, but that which 
is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace unto the hearers.”

Many persons talk much of the do
ings of Mr. C. He is so close-fisted, 
and screws so tightly in a bargain, that 
I fear he is little influenced by the 
generous principles of the Gospel. True, 
no one can charge him with downright 
injustice, but can a man who shaves so 
closely as he does have the love of God 
in his soul ? 1 suppose we most put 
him down as a stingy Christian. “ The 
Lord loveth a cheerful giver.”

Then there is Mr. D. a prominent 
man in the Church ; but he tipples. Yes, 
he frequently takes a glass, when he 
meets a friend. The sparkling bever
age, which God calls a mocker, he places 
on his table before those he considers 
his most respectable guests. He is 
well aware of the havoc intemperance 
is making in-the world, and has already 
made among his own relations, but he 
persists in disregarding the sage advice 
of Paul to the Thessalonians, “ Abstain 
from all appearance of evil.” This man 
irnot afraid of his co-religionists, or 
pastor. It doesn’t pay to exclude 
some men from the church for inconsis
tent conduct. Surely if such men could 
see how largely their influence inter
feres with the welfare of the Church of 
Christ they would no longer remain 
among the children of God, as abettors 
of evil, but would at once adopt the 
Scriptural and safe principles of total 
abstinence. The morals of the world 
will never be what they ought to be, 
while ministers and professors of {relig
ion connive at the incipient evils of 
drunkenness.

There is another class of church mem
bers, who although not doing as much 
harm as those referred to, yet are in
consistent ; I refer to idlers. They are 
at ease in Zion—will not work in the 
vineyard. When urged, they say they 
they have no talent*to work for Jeeiis, 
but it is only an excuse. Every sane 
individual has both talent and influ
ence. Yours may be but one talent, but 
that may be used for the glory of the 
Master, and for the benefit of the church 
or world. Remember the slothful ser
vant will, bye and bye, be dealt with as 
a wicked servant.

There is doubtless, in the vineyard 
work for all. No longer can any ex
cuse themselves by saying, “ No man 
hath hired us.” The work is before 
you, and the wages you know. Begin 
at once to work and live. Without ex
ercise Christians become dwarfs. The 
unused ability of the church is an 
alarming consideration. Every follow
er of Jesus should say with the Master, 
“ I must work,” Ac. While we grieve 
over the inconsistencies of some in the 
church, we rejoice that there are many 
whose lives agree with their profession. 
These are the great thinkers and work
ers who are proving a great blessing to 
our world. May their numbers be in
creased, by many recruits from the 
ranks of inconsistent professors.

Observer.

WHISKEY’S WORK.
Twelve years ago, in a thrifty young 

city, in the Empire State, there resided a 
highly educated, eloquent and popular 
Episcopal clergyman. He was in charge 
of a prospérons church and much thought 
of by all. While there he contracted the ha- 
bit of drinking. It grew upon him very 
rapidly. In time he was compelled t# 
give up his church. Time passed and he 
became so abusive that his wife left him. 
The road to ruin was an easy one, and be 
travelled with fearful speed. Five years 
ago he came to Fon du Lac. He was here 
more or less a year. Earnest efforts were 
made to get him to reform, but all were 
in vain. The appetite had made of him a 
dispicable brute—an ungrateful scamp. 
Those who labored hardest for him, and 
who spent the most time and money in 
his behalf, he treated the most shabbily. 
Finally he left here, so much of a wreck 
that no one thought he would live a year. 
He became a member of a band in the re
gular army. Here he was compelled to 
forego sprees most of his time. That was

too much for him. He discharged him- 
self, changed his name and has ever «nee 
led a life of shame, being compelled to »0 
from shanty to shanty in the lower pa* 
of great cities, begging in order to keep 
soul and body together. Sooner or later 
whiskey stings like an adder.

Periere got a little tired of returning 
the bows of an unconfortably polite man 
in his establishment, and finally gave the 
polite man this conundrum of point-blank 
range: “ Sir, what would become of the 
hours if the minute-hand stopped to bow 
to the second-hand every time they met ?”

OBITUABY.
ALICE F. C. COOK. '

Not dead, but passed away from the 
sufferings of earth to /her Father’s 
house, “to be with Christ,” Alice F. C. 
Cook of Port Mulgrave, daughter of 
the late E. G. Fuller, of Horton, about 
noon on the 29th of July, aged 38 yean.

We seldom say more concerning the 
dead, whom we try to appreciate while 
living. In this instance our pen moves 
involuntarily on, for a “ just woman" 
has fallen at her post. The hallowed 
and benign influence of a great Chris
tian soul is withdrawn from earth, 
where it seemed so necessary to abide, 
and gone to rwell the glory of Him 
whom here she glorified. She walked 
as an angel of light here, and has only 
stepped from the ranks of the militant 
to the triumphant host. At the age of 
nineteen she commenced so to walk * 
to please God, and so had not to pre
pare to meet him in the midst of esrth’i 
dissolutions, and in view of the solem
nities of eternity. In this she rejoiced, 
saying, “ Bless God, I am ready to da- 
part.”

I need not say she was a Method tit) 
she was a loyal one, but she vx some
thing as far above and beyond as the 
sky is above and beyond the sea. It to 
something to be a member of the largest 
Protestant Church in the Western hem
isphere and perhaps m the world, bet 
’tis better far to be a Christian I He# 
whole life was a living rebuke to the 
contracted, shrivelled sectarian bigotry 
of many of this day. She commanded 
the respect, and involuntarily won the 
love of all who could appreciate true 
nobility and royalty of nature.

Coming from the school of Christj 
by whose word she modeld her life, th^ 
was eminently calculated, with», 
talents and literary ability to train oth
ers by word and example ; which she did 
most faithfully in day and S. schools. 
The Methodist Sabbath school at Mu)- 
grave owes its existence to her careful, 
earnest and wise management. She 
would say to her scholars, “ My dear 
children, it seems to me I could scar<Hj| \ 
ly enjoy the happiness of heaven with
out you,” and as the result of her influ
ence nearly every scholar is now in the 
Saviour’sjelass following her. Her hM* 
band, her ehildren, and her Sabbath 8/ 
scholars, her church class, her kindred 
and her friends will miss her sadly. 
But God will supply her place.

Selfishness, so deeply engrained in hod
man nature, and the cause of the most 
of sin, seemed to be unknown to her. 
She was unselfish almost to a fault, dep 
nying herself and bearing burdens for 
others, not only for friends, but also 
for mere acquaintances, and that with
out seeming to realise that she did so.
“ Only the sorrows of others cast their 
shadows over me,” was the language of 
her true heart. Summing all up ifr 
a word, we can say after a fourteen 
years acquaintance, we have scarcely 
ever met her equal as a pure, noble, 
earnest, faithful, lovable, happy and con
scientious Christian woman, always the 
same, through the weeks, the seasons 
and the years.

But the end came—came unexpected
ly to us all ; only her work remains ; 
though dead she speaketh. Her end 
was just as we expected, as the fruit of 
such a life, confident and triumphant* 
Called to her bedside shortly before she 
died, in response to a few words she 
said, “ I’m going home,” she then quot
ed the hymn commencing, “ Jesu lover 
of my soul.” Also many stanzas con
taining the expression, “ Come, 0 
Saviour, come away,” &c. She then 
broke forth into strong expressions ® 
exulting and triumphant exclan» 
moving her hand above her bea ” 
saying,

“ The clouds disperse the shadows
And God is seen by mortal eye.

We all bowed lowly about her bed ^
felt that God and the angels were men.

J. B. H. J
Port Hatolcesbury, Aug. 7,1876.
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