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THOS. PICKARD, ESQ., OF FREDE RICTON, N. B.
Methodisni in Fredericton hasagain sustained
oss, by the death of the vémerable Mr. Pickard ;
father of the Rev. Dr. Pickard. Mr. Pickard
has for many years been a pillar in the church
in that place, exemplary in his christian profes-
sion, and actively useful. He now rests from
his labours, and his works do follow him. We
copy the following obituary notice from the
Fredericton Reporter :—
. Thomas Pickard, Esq., the oldest resident of
Fredericton, died in this city on the morning of
the 24th inst., aged 83. He was born in Shef-
field, Sunbury County, on the 5th of May, 1783.
In 1810 ke moved to Fredericton, where he has
- since resided. In this community he was many
years known as a leading business man, distin-
guished alike for enterprise and integrity.
About the time he became a resident of Fre-
dericton he joined the Methodist Church, and
_continued a consistent and esteemed member of
that body until his death. At different times he
filled with honésty of purpose almost all the lay
offices of his church. He witnessed a good pro-
fession, and died triumphing through Christ “ in
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The District Meetings
The Annual meetings of Ministers and Circuit
Stewards, for the several Districts in Nova
* Scotia, New Brunswick, and P. E. Island, are
to be held during this week and next. These
gatherings, in their local influence, and by the
investigation of matters in detail in relation to
each Circuit, and by the preparation of business
to be presented to the Conference, form an im-
portant portion of our ecclesiastical economy,
and subserve ends of the highest censequence in
. their bearing. upon ministerial usefulness and
t he prosperity of the cause of Christ. . The
deliberations of the first day are confined to
matters purely spiritual, the completion of which
is generally deferred till a later period of the
Session, as finaneial business nsually commences
on the second day. The ministerial inquiries
* relate to character, fidelity, and uscfulness ; the
state of the work of God on the several circuits,
and the examination ot prolmtionersﬂ‘g;n;} of
canaiaates for the ministry; while ofher ques-
tions, relating to both the temporalities and
spiritualities of the Church, engage the attention
of the ministers, and of the stewards present at
the District Meeting.

The attendance of the lay members of the
meeting,— the principal officers of each Circuit—
should be encouraged as much as possible.
That the number of such, present on those occa-
sions, is usually small, is to be regretted.
Pressure of business, want of time, and the. ex-
pense of travelling, no doubt, hinder some of
them from being in their place in the -District
Meeting. . Baut if their duty in this respect were
more fully presented, a representation from
most of the Circuits might be secured, to the
great advantage of such Circuits and of the
whole work, by affording additional information,
and eliciting increased intérest in all that relates
to- the welfare of the Connexion. There is
nothing to be lost, but really much to be gained,
by every member, and especially every officer,
of our church being thoroughly acquainted with
our system, and by our official brethren recog-
nizing their responsibility in the furtherance of
the work of the Church.

The comfortable and eflicient management of
the Distiict Meeting, depend much upon’the
observance of order in the transaction of ils
business, and by the Ministers having their
documents perfectly prepared, and presenting
them promptly when called for.7 Especially
should there be cherished a deep anxiety to
make a meeting together of christian brethren,
a season of mutual religious profit, so that upon
their separation, instead of dissipation of mind,

_ there may be a sense of spiritual refreshing
which will prepare for future effort and useful-
ness in the vineyard of the Lord. Let prayer

“be offered that these District Meetings, and also
the approaching Conference, may be the means
of promoting the healthy vigour of our Connex-
ion, attended by such an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit as the Church now so greatly needs.
Upon many portions of our Zion the divine
blessing has graciously descended during the
past year. Yet these visitations have been both
limited in extent and scanty in measure, as com-
pared with the necessities of the present times.
“God be merciful to us, and bless us ; and cause
His face to shine upon us.” '

The-Conference of 1866.

‘The twelfth Conference of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church of Eastern British America
is ‘appointed to be held in Centenary Church,
St. John, N. B., commencing on Wednesday
June 27th at 9 o'clock a. m.

PREFPARATORY COMMITTEES,

The Committees preparatory to the Confer-
ence will meet in the School Room of Germain
St. Church, as follows : — )

1. Committee for Exam'nation of Candidates
Thursday, June 21st, at 9 o'clock a. m.

2. Stationing Committce, Thursday, June
21st, at 2§ p. m.

3. Book gomnﬁttee, Friday, 22nd, at 9 a. m.

4. Educational Fund Committce, Friday 22d,
at 7 g m.

5. Parsonage Aid Committee, Saturday 23rd,
at 9 m.

6. Missionary Committee, Saturday
3 p.m.

7. Committee on Statistics, Saturday
7 p.m.

8. Supernumerary Fund Comunittee, Monday

25th, at 9 a. m. R
9. Jubilee Fund Committee, Monday 25th, at
4 p. m.

};O. Contingent Fund Committce, Tuesday
26th, at 9 a. m.

11. Theological Institution Committee, Tues-
day 26th, at 4 p.m.

23rd dt

23rd, at

JonN McMuRRAY,
Presjdent.

Conference Travelling Arrange-

ments.

The Committee appointed to wmake arrange-
ments in regard to a reduction of fares in travel-
ling to and from the 8t. John Conference, hereby
inform all parties comcerned, that it has been
arranged, with the Commissioner of Nova Scotia
Railway, with the Chairman of New Brunswick
Railwey Board, with Messrs. Hatheway and
Small, Proprietors of Steam Boats in the Bay
of Fundy and to Fredericton and Woodstock,
and.slso with Mr. Lunt’s Boat on the St. John
River, to convey passengers to dnd from the
Conference at half-fare, by a free return ticket.
This arrangement includes all' the Ministers,
Probationers, Candidates, Lay-members of Con-
ference Committees, and their wives. A icket
from the Committee of arrangement, given at
\h Conference, will be required in order to re-
slize the foregoing privilege.

June 1, 1866, Geo, O, Huesrts,

Orange street
2 Erglard, Jas. Co-delegate, D. J. McLauvghlin,
Crarlotte strest

3 Addy, J. 8., Germain street

4 Alcorn, Wm. Mr. Mullen, Waterloo street

5 Allen, J. 8. Mr. Spence, Portland

6 Asgwin, Thos. Mr. Dockrill, Mechlenburg st.

7 Angwin, J, G. J. McMorran, Princess street |

8 Barratt, G. M. J. Gardner, “ “ ‘

9 Bent, J.F. Mrs. Ray, Carmarthen street |
10 Black, A. B. Mr. Trueman, Princess street |
11 Botterell, E., J. Prichard, Orange street |
12 Brettle E. T. Robinson, Unior street

13 Brown W. C.J. Stewart, Prince Wm. street |
14 Burps, James H. Whitecide, Wentworth ¢ |
15 Butcher, Geo. Mr. Kenney, Orange street

16 Cardy, W. C. Leinster street

17 Chapman, D. E. Fisher, Garden Hill
18 Cassidy, J. Mr. Lloyd, Brussell’s street i
19 Colpitts, W. C. G. A. Lockhart, Princess st.
20 Colter, J. J. Geo. Thompson, . i
21 Crane, Robt. E. G. A. Lockhart, “
22 Currie, D. D. Mrs. Tsylor, King street
23 Daniel H. Mre. Ray, Carmarthen *
24 Davies, T. H. Rev.J L 8ponagle, Exmouth s:
25 DeWolfe, C. D.D. 8. King, Paddock street
26 Dove, J. Mr. Nixon, Queen street |
27 Duncan, Robt. Mr. Duncan, Brussell’s street |
28 'Datcher, C. W. T, J. Tarner, * “
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

Hart, Jos. Mrs. Fraser, Carmazthen s'7eet
Heartz, W. H. Mrs_ Epyser, “ “
Hennigar. J,G. Mr. Thorne, “

Hueslis, G. O. Carlton

Haestis, S. F. Mr. Hopkins, Carleton
Johnston, Geo. J. Gaynor, Charlotte street
Jost, C., A.B. 8. W. Stockton, Garden Hill
Jost, J. V. W, H. Harrison, Charlotte street
Lathern, John A. Eaton, Mechlenburg
Lockhart, C. E. E. Lockhapt, Wentworth st.
McCarty, Wm. A. Gilitaour, Duke street

41 McKeown, H. G. Lyman, King .

42 Martin, 8. B. H. Trueman, Prince Wm. st.
43 Milligan,G.S. A.M. Mr Milligan, Leinster *
44 Mocre, F. W. A. Laurilliard, W eatworth st. ‘
45 Morton, R. C. Skinner, Crown street

46 McMurray, J Geo. King, Orange street

47 Narraway, J. R. A.M. Elliott Row

48 Nicolson, A.W. Mr. Fredericson, Exmouth st.
49 Parker, I. N. Rev. M. Pickles, Coburg street

MINISTERS ATTENDING CONFERENCE:

THE FOLLOWING MINISTERS EXPECTED AT THE CONFERENCE, WILL BE ACCOMMODATED
WITH THE FRIENDS WHOSE RESIDENCES ARE HERE GIVEN.

50 Payton, G. B. A, Lockbart, Wentworth st.
51 Peach, J. 8. H. Graham, Union street ~

52 Percival, W. W. Rev. M. Pickles, Coburg st.
53 Perkins, W. W. Mr. Kennedy, King street

|54 Pickard, H. D.D."B. Lingley, Bridge Road

Portland

55 Pickles,”M. Coburg Street

56 Pickles, F.H.W. M. Picklés, &

57 Pitblado, C. B. A. Laurilliard Wentworth st.

58 Pope, H. 1st W. H. Tysop, Dock Street

59 Pope, H. 20d G. Jordoz, Paradise Row

60 Prince, J. Mr. Coleman, Portlard

61 Read, J. J.D. Underhill, Pitt street

62 Richey, Matt. D.D. D.J. McLaughlin, Char-

lotte street

63 Rogers, Jabez J. McMoren, Princess street

64 Ryan, Wm. L. H. Brown, Carleton

65 Scott, D B. J. Taylor, “

66 Shenton, J. Thos. Gilmour, Sydney st.

67 Smallwood, F. G. Thomas, Princess
Smith, Thos. W. B. Smith, Queen tquare
Smith, Richard, C. Knosles, Cnmuann st.
Smith, T. B. G. Stymest, Orange street
Snowball, J. A. Eaton, Mechlenburg *
Sponagle, J. L. Exmouth

3 Sprague, 8. W. C. Ray, Orange street

74 Sprague, H. D. A.M. Z. Adams, Catiston

Z‘Z g“"“ (;h"- J. L. 3mith, Carmarthen st

76 Strong, 1. B. Geo. King, Orange street

77_Sutetd. Ingham, Portland

“

wiilde2,

Gray, A E. Fisher, Garden Hill l 7 "Tny!or, James, D. J. McLaughlin, jun. Leins-

ter st.

Taylor, Robt. H. J. Tayler, Carleton
Temple, Wm. Waterloo street
Temple, R. A. Mr, Temple, “ L

2 Tweedy, Robt. Mr. Roberts Portiand
Tweedy, James J. Olive, Carleton
Weddall, R. Mr. Warwick, Ocange st
Wilson, Wm. Mr. Blizzard, Germain **
Wilson, R. Mr. R. Salter, Carleton

*s* Letters for Ministers attending Corfer-
ence had better be addressed, *“ Post Office
Box 177"

*.* Chairmen of Districts are requested to
forward, as soon as possible, to the Rev. Jobn

: 8. Addy, Superintendent of 8t John South Cir-

cuit, the names of the Ministers ‘appointed by
their respective Districts to attend  the Confer-
ence.

Bermuda Correspondence.
DEar Me. EpiTOR,—According to the pro-
gramme given in our first, we now present to
your readers another article upon the ZoorLoGy
and CLIMATE of the- Bermudas. We can, at
best, in our narrow limits, give but the mere out-
lines in connection with these departments.
Waving for the time the interesting merely as
such, and confining ourself to the informing, we
hope to be able to present these subjects so as
to give you some idea of the animalia which have
chosen their habitat in these Islands and their
surrounding waters ; and also the climatical phe-
nomena peculiar to a portion of the world’s sur-
face so situate as Bermuda.

ZOOLOG Y.

To a mere novice in natural history, the

groves, fields, valleys,'bays, shores, &c., of the

Bermudas must be replete with iuterest. A

remarkable, and probably the first feature of

Bermuda, which strikes the mind of one, tbought-

ful in a zoological direction, is the paucity of its

mammals, of its wild animals. With the excep-

tion of domestic animals, of which more hereat-

ter, the mammalia may be known as follows : —

the common mouse, common Brown or Norway

Rat, Black Rat, Houry Bat, Silver-haired Bat,

common or true whale,2nd sperm or spermaceti

whale. The rats and mice are all evidently

foreigners, having found their way to Bermuda

as parts of ships’ freight, and having once estab-

lished tbeir colony, their multiplication is only

too inevitable. Rats are especially expert at

relieving the husbandman of his surplus sweet

potatoes. The Norway Rat will discourse fish

with his potatoes, or any thing else that may fall

in his way. Bats only favour the Island with

their presence at particular seasons of the year.

A silver-haired bat, unfortunately found off’ his

guard, was captured alive (probably by police

force) near the town of Hamilton on the 8th of

October, 1850; and measured eleven inches

in extent, by three and a half in length. The

seas around the Bermudas bave been celébrat-

ed from the earliest period of their history,as very

productive in the valuable mammal called the

whale.” Whale beef is eagerly sought after by

those who cannot afford to pay a shilling steg.,
less or more, per Ib. for ordinary beef; and the
cutting up of. a carcase, after the operation of
flinching, ‘is said to be a scene that few would
desire to witness a second time. In towing the
unfortunate mother whale into port, or to the
whale-house, the carcase is frequently followed
by its young calf, which seldom fails to fall a
helpless sacrifice to the epicurean taste of those
who consider the veal of the animal an extreme
delicacy. The spermaceti whale seldom comes
near the shore ; yet occasionally, as in 1851, off
St. David's Head, one is captured. As every
country has 1ts good stories to relate concerning
adventurous huntsmen, fishermen, sportsmen,
&c., 50 Bermnda can boast of some manly achiev-
mentsin the capture of whales and sharks.

Under the designation of domestic, we may
mention the following animals, viz., catt]e, horses,
mules, donkeys, sheep, goats, pigs, dogs, rabbits
and cats. The native cattle consist chiefly of
cows and heifers. Batter of excellent quality,
but of limited quantity; is made from the little
Bermudian cows. Bullocks for the supply of
the military and naval establishments must be
all imported from, either the U. 8. or the B. N.
A. colonies, at the rate sometimes, of one hun-
dred per montb. Horses areobtained from the
same places. Jf good and handsome, the price
1s qualified by the same adjectives. We have
seen here horses, which in the Provinces would
not be ranked as best, valued at from £350 to
£100 Stg., ergo, he who travels most in Bermu-
da, will pay most for his pleasure.

The groves aud flelds of thesc sunny Isles
ring with the melody of their native songsters.
The clear whistle of the white-eyed greenlet, or
chick of the village, like the shrill flute, resounds

gaudy dress and sportive mood, may be seen in
native freedom dancing now from bough to
bough. But cardinal grosbeak, a red bird, will
not be outdone by any other ; so he datts fitfully
through the fruit trees, sending forth his well
known strains of warbling music.  Alas for poor

cardinal grosbake, because ¢ There is in souls a

from our pleasant groves, while the bird of

sympathy with sounds”—his unsurpassed notes
are often heard through the wires of his cruel
cage: The common blue bird resembles very much
in its manners and habits the robin red breast
{ of Europe and the Provinces. Then we have a
| species of morle, the ground dove, the tropic-
{ bird, or long tail, and others too numerous to
mention.

Reptiles fortunately are “few and far be-
tween.” We have the green tnrtle, hawksbill
turtle, a species of skink, while snakes are un-
known to Bermuda. Among its finny tribes we
may mention the common shark, mac kerel, por-
beagle, swordfish, flying fish, grubber, common
mullet of Bermuda, the sturgeon, golden carp,
gar fish, sea hedge hog, sea har:e, &c., &c., in-
cluding tribes almost nnmberless. The reefs,
harbours, sounds, inlets, rocks, &c., present am-
ple ground for the labours and researches of the
curious conchologist. Insects are numerous, dif-
fering not materially as to number or size from
those of more northerly climes. 1l suffit.
CLIMATE.

“ Imthis bright isle no wint'ry snows are known !
These white-wing'd scourges of the frigid zone !
Nor winter house, the native here requires,
Nor downy furs to warm, nor blaziug fires.

Fof tho’ the genial sun be far remote,

In southern climes to charm the friendly goat,
And mark the haughty Dous of Paragua,

Seek the cool shade, or pant beneath his sway:
Yet still enamour’d of these sea-girt shores,
O’er heaven's arch a gentle heat urs ;
Hence winter brings, tho’ foaming billows roll,
No icy armies from th’ frozen poFe."

Having already noticed the leading feaures of the
climate of * the still vexed Bermothes,” it will
only bé necessary here to say that the climate
of Bermuda has, as near as we can ascertain,
about a mean temperature betwéen that of the]
West Indies and B. N. America ; subject neither
to the extreme heat of the one, nor the exceed-
ing penetrating cold of the otherr The climate
of course is greatly influenced by the Gult
Stream, which sweeps along between Bermuda
and the American Continent. The Islands are
subject, but fortunately at rare iantervals, to
the shocks of earthquakes, which hitherto have
happily dong.ne harm, further than exciting the
fears of fhe inhabitants, and thus interfering
with the usual peaceful mode of existence. Hur-
ricames occur at intervals curingthe latter part
bf summer, and heavy gales very often during
the winter months, doing considerable damage
to trees, crops and dwellings; yet nothing more
than have sometimes swept over the Provinces.
Waterspouts are of frequent occurrence, but
generally harmless. Frost has been seen
occasionally in thelow portions of the Islands,
the last we believe in 1840. Bermuda upon the
whole is not so much subject to diseases as places
more northerly situated. Epidemics are of un-
frequent occurrence, and death from all causes,
as shown by statistical tables, amount;to no more
than 14.5 per cent, annually. So much then for

“ Those leafy islets on the ocean thrown,
Like studs of emerald on a silver zone.”

LOCAL.

Before the arrival from Halifax of the mail
betore the last the excitement with regard to a
vigitfrom the Fenian Harpies was almost univer-
sal, and sufficiently strong to make the hearts of
some who are generally firm, palpitate fearfully.
When the mail arrived a Bulletin was imme-
diately published, which quite calmed our agi-
tated minds. Soon, however, reports began to
come in from various quarters of an intended
invasion of Bermuda. These reports were at
first treated with the utmost indifference. But
again the fears of the heads of departments were
aroused, and decided steps were taken to give
them a warm reception, should they be so fool-
Lardy. Old Briareus had a ready gun in every
one of his hundred hands; while Argus on eve-
ry point of observation, his Aegis by his side,
kept good good look out, Excitement imtense !
Last mail arrived, great bubble burst, and Fen-
ian iron-clads vanished, like the baseless fabric
of a vision. We are again quietly pursuing the
even tenor of our way.

We have just concluded our annual Mission-
ary campsign.. Our meetings were fen, all told.
They were all seasons of interest, while some
were especially delightful. Our brethren who
bave laboured in Bermuda will appreciate our

s,f1s 2 3

7 fally arranged upon the walls, the flowers 80 ar-
| tistically adjusted by
| dence that the Missionary entbusiaem of our
| good people had not st all sbated. We have
| already noticed that this is = year of pecaniary
| embarrassment in Bermuds. Last year two
Uitems appeared in our Report which will not
grace its columns this, vis.,, “ Proceeds,in part,
of Bazaar by coloursd members of Wesleyan
| Church £27 11 0,” and “ Bequest of late Ebe-
| pezer Darrell, Esq., £8 6 8. With the excep-
" \ion of these sums, in spite of hard times, we
believe our financial results will compare favour-
ably with those of last year. But, what lﬂel’.l"
is most essential, we are warranted in staliog
that the true Missionary spirit bas struck its
roots deeper and wider in tha heart this year than
ever before. The meetings have been seasons
truly refreshing. On the 8th inst. a very large
concourse of people of various dencminations
pssembled at one of our presching staticns,
known as Bailey’s Bay, to witness the laying of
the corver-stone of a new and commodious Cha
pel. Oar venerable father Tuzo, whose prnis.r
is in ell the churches, though somewhat physi-
cally indisposed, was with us, and performed the
golemn and imposing ceremony of laying the
ecrner-stone, in the name of the Holy Trinity.
This done, Judge J. W. Tucker, who, with his
family, lately came to Bermuda from the South-
ern States, who is a thorough Wesleyan and a
devoted christisn, who presided at cur Hamil-
ton Missionary meeting, delivered s most_elo-
quent, appropriate, and impressive address,
which wes listened to with that profound respect
and attention befitting both the speaker and the
aseembly. After which the Circuit Ministers
briefly addre:sed tke eudience, and all dispersed
feeling that the occasion had been one of special
interest, and of power and unction from the
Hcly Ghost.
J. McC. F.

Hamilion, May 11(h, 1866.

New Church, Sydney, C. B.

DeAr Mr. EpiTor,—I write to inform your
readers, some of whom ag)cm will be glad to
know, that the-frame of the new, * the Jubilee”
Clhurch, was eregted yesterday without accident.
The approach of the day if not of the occasion
was announced by the artillery of Heaven—
the atmosphere was thereby rendered most re-
freshinz, and the weather Lecame beautifully
fine. Assistance had been asked from the pul-
pit of the old church on Sabbath evening, and
it was cheering to note the arrival at the scene
of operations on Tuesday morning of scores of
persous, representing all ages, professions, and
religious and political opinions. 'Tis true the
D. D., the Judge of H. M Supreme Court, the
High Sheriff, and a Barrister or two, did pot
appear to work very hard; nevertheless their
presence was welcome, and Kigbly valued as an
expression of their cathdlicity and friendly feel-
ing to Methodism, and was it not a pleasant
thing to have John Knox travel a good number
of miles on such an occasion to em'race John
Wesley.

The dimensions of the Jubilee Church are,
length 52 feet, breadth 33 feet, and height of
post 23 feet, and Leight from the top of the
stone-work to the top of the highest elevation of
the spire 80 feet six inches. The door; window-
and prevailing style is Gothic ; the architectural
symmetry is as perfect as the most mathematical
eye could desire, and when finished tlie new
Church will be the finest building in situation
and appearance in the town. There is to be a
Lecture Room, &c. &c., in the basement, and a
Bell in the tower. R M.

Sydney, C. B, May 30th, 1866.

Centennial Memories.

*¢1 think,” said a shrewd observer of men,
‘ that if some people had had the making of this
world, they would have made it all drab-colored.
His remark was designed as a passing hit at the
disposition of these ‘ some people,to make every
person and every thing conform to their own
conceit of what is best and becoming. How
much of this narrow conceit rules the world!
Oae class of these 1ulers is like the Pherisee who
supposes his own goodness consists in de-pising
the unfortunate and guilty.—Another is like the
Romanist, who insists that all piety must ccme
through the Church, and those who do not re-
ceive it in this way are hopelessly lost; snd how
many others have a dcgma or a whim to which
all people must subscribe in order to be saved!

To be able to distinguish rightly between
what is essential to salvation, what is expedient,
and what may be allowed, is to show the posses-
sion of great wisdom and of a good heart. Per-
haps it comes from our partiality, but we think
that it was its proper discrimication respectng
[these that commended Methodim in the begin-
ning to the confidence of the people, and contri-
buted to its power in doing good. It held a re-
ligious life essential, it practiced expediercy by
conforming to certain regulations for the pur-
poses of cooperation, but it gave the freest liber-
ty to the operations of the same spirit by every
diversity of gift. Its motto was ‘ in essentials,
uaity ; in non-essemtials, liberty.’ Henceit was
that tbe early Methodist preacliers were, to s
man, persistent preachers of a new birth, and
submitted to order and discipline, at times seem-
ingly severe, for the sake of greater efficiency;
but they also gave a latitude to and rather en-
couraged the greatest variety of gilts, so that
no cne of them was really a counterpart of his
brother. How unlike in manner were Coke and
Asbury ; how almost in contrast were McKen-
dree eud Hedding ; how different in address wore
Abbott and Garrettson, how unlike, 0o, were
Fisk aod Olin! But esch of them was great
after his own crder ; ani often those who seem-
ed, like Peter and John, to be the most diverse
in gifts were the most imtimate co-laborers in
the same field.

In Phineas Rice we find a combination of what
are not always associated together—deep piety
and great humour—of real Christianity and
geauine wit., , His best prototype was Thomas
Fuller, of whom the caustic Gail Hamilton says,
¢ He never suffered himself to be carried beyond
the reason and the right ; he evinced the severe
self-poise of cbaracter by enforcing the claims
of religion and the duty of moderation ; and was
yet 80 joyous, so ligbt-hearted, so full of infinite
jest and most excellent humoar, that it seemed
he never opened his mouth, but out there flew
an anecdote, a pun, a sarcasm, something wit'y
and winged for a straight fiight to the mark.’

He will probably be as much remembered for
his quaint humour, his ready repartee, and his
facetious illustrations of the truth, as for the
sober qualities that adorned his character and
ruled in his ministration. What made those
keen utterances of his genius more attractive, at
least less offensive, was that when he spoke them,
be did it with the greatest gravity, and seemed
to be utterly unconscious that he was sajing any-
thing not common-place or serious. But his wit
was not wanton or sportive. It had a good de-
sign, and was well adapted to secure its end.—
We will give an example or two of many that
we might narrate. While he was stationed in
oue of the New York churches, he found that
many of the young people, of both sexes, were

remerk when we.say, that the platforms erected
for the speakers—the mottoes neatly and taste-

tomed to leave the charch before the close
of the evening service. It annoyed him, and he
determined to stop it. The next Sabbath even-

gentle fingers—gave evi- |

he spil:
sfflict-
| ed that so many young women leave the ehureh
before the service is through. But I tell them
they ought net to feel 80, for doubtless most of
them that go out are young womea who live at

’ing. before he commencedais sermor
| « Some of my brethren have been greatly

home st nine o’clock ; and, if they are not heme
plages or

at that time, they will either lose their |
offend their mistresses, and they don't umh to
do either. They must either go out in time o
get home at pine o'clock, or stay at horze aito-
getber. This would be very hard for them ;'lnd
servant girls have besux s well as c'tl:ef girls,
and the young men haie (o go cut 1o wait ypon
them home ; 8o heresfter, when these young
women leave the church tefore the servide is
over, you will understand who they eve, and not
feel badly ubout it.” The brotber who gave me
this fact ssid : ¢ We were no more ennoyed alter
this ; they eithcr staid away, or s'aid till the
meeting was closed.’

The other instance we will give shows how
apt and shrewd he would be in giving a reproof
without seeming to do it by design.  He was a
presiding elder, and on hi3 district he had a
+mall, ambitious society, near the borders of
Massachusetts and New York. At the last
quarterly conference of the year they showed
great anxiety in regard (o whom they should
bave for a preacher thic ensuing year.—They
said that the place was a very growing one,and
that the mifuster settled in a church near by
was a very talented man ; moreover, that some
men of position in society, among them a physi-
cian and a young lawyer who bad recently
moved to town, had been two or three times to
their church ; also, that there was talk of build-
ing two 1.ew factories, and a branch railroad to
connegt the village with the main road, and they
closed by saying: * Bro. Rice, we must have the
ablest and best man in the.Conference.” ¢ Oh,
yes, said he, ‘#o doubt you must, and I must
try to gralify you. Lsuppose you wanta thou-
<and dollar man? ¢ Oh, Brother Rice, we
couldn’t think of paying that sum.” \* Well, then,
you want an eight hundred dollar man,do you ?’
¢ Why, Bro. Rice, we couldn't pay half that’'—
¢ Well then, a four-hundred-dollar isit?”  * Why
it would be hard for usto raise cven hall of
tiat’ ¢ Perhaps, brethren,’ he concluded, ¢ 1
can find you a two hundred dollar man ; such a
one is very scarce among us, but I will try and
do the best I can for you at that price’—They
did not urge any more to bave the ablest man
in the Conference ; and Mr. Rice knew that the
excellent brother that had served them for the
year nearly closed, had been terribly pinched to
live among them.

But Mr. Rice was not a common joker. There
was nothing low or vulgar in his wit. He al-
ways had a good *moral to the tale.” And though
his friends were often entertained by his humer,
he preserved such personal christian diguity,
and exibited always such a rich growth of’ the
christian graces in his whole character, that he
invariably secured their respect and love ; and
his influence in the churches be served, and for
the advancement of the work of God, was rather
aided than hindered by his facetious nature.—
Methodist.

The Witness of the Spirit.

Wiile the holy Spizit ** reproves the world of
sin”  He is also th miuiter of the saints of
God. He ministers to them with blessed per-
suasions that they ere ite children of God. : He
assures penitent souls, belicving in Christ, that
they are not only |a-doned from all respcnsibi-
lity of past guilt, but tkat they are adopted fnto
Ged’s family ; not atquitted merely—and so
held as servants, or indiff:rextly allowed to go
th:ir way without further respoun:ibility for past
rebellion—but they are graciously taken into the
divine household as children and heirs——1 eirs to
eternal blessings and privileges.

What are these blessings and privileges P
TLey are a blissful change of relation t3 God ;
a child-like confidence in place of anxiety and
alarm; a state of glorious enlargement ard
liberty from the galling servitude of sin; asense
of perfect safety ; an entire change of fdture
prospect, and the ultimate attainment of eternal
giory. These are at least a part of whatis em-
braced by the state of adoption with respect to
which the Holy Spirit bears unmistakable witness
and assurance.

How is this assurance borne to the children
of God? The chief passages of scripture 'ex-
pressing the fact are those of Romans viii. 16,
and Gal.iv. 6, ¢ The Spirit itself beareth wit-
nees with our spirit that we are the children of
God. And because ye are sons, God hatb gent
forth the spirit of his Son into your hearts, ory-
ing, Abba, Father.” As to the manner how the
8Spirit does this, these passages, and all indirect-
y relating to the same subject, are to be classed
with the passage in John iii. 8; * The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it com-
eth and whither it goeth; so is every one that is
born of the Spirit.” The work is direct in both
clases. And we allude to the directness of its
application here, only because the belief in the
direct witness of the Spirit to the state of adop-
tion into the family of God is supposed by cau-
tious, rationalizing theologians, to savor of fana-
ticism. But, surely, if the belief in this is fa
ratical, enthusiastic, and unwarranted as is oft-
times asserted, then is the belief of a direct
work of the Holy Bpirit in causing the new birth,
regeneration, and sanctification, also unwarran-
ted and fanatical. *“ The Bpirit itsell witnesses
with our spirit.” The process how the Holy
Spirit thus works in directly witnessing to our
adoption, is as much beyond tke human mind to
comprebeni as is the way in which the same
blessed agent regenerates the soul.

There is a singular fondness with some theo-
logians to make nothing immediste (and direct
in the relations Ged holds to his children, but to
make such relstions the subject of investigation
through language and the understanding. Ina
large class of duties and subordinate relations
the use of the understanding, in deciding truths
and courses of action from the world of God and
from grounds of inference, isindispensable. But
to subject the new-born soul to a tedious induc-
tion of compsrisons and phases ot eyidence be-
fcra it ean be krown that God has spoken pardon
and peace and childship to it, and then to leave
it to all the necessary uncertainties of such kind
of investigation, is putting it to a torture whally-
unwarranted by scripture or by reason.

To no such rationalizing does the Bible leave
us; at least, on & question of such momentous
delicacy as this, in which—without an imme-
diate and direct witness—the sou! would teem-
ble, its whole life-time, on its pivot with dgubt
aud evidesce on either side, and then 80 to eter-
nity for a direct decision of its case. God be
praised! we are not left in such a dilemma ;
for ¢ he that believeth cn the Son of God hath
the witness in himself,"and “ he that hath the
Son hath life.”

'?‘ho time of this conscious witnessing of ‘the
Spirit is on the complete surrender of the soul
and in the exercise of its complete trusting in
the Saviour. And the experience of it is |in-
stantaneous generally, but not always. Some
miads are given to caution and slow in believing
on all subjects. This habit has its influence in

service, and their mistresees require them to be |

cuggliog with dackness sud  cutds™uuii

hope for demonstrative deliverances ; ’bu[ these
in the form expected, they receive
ht in them with hesita-

' not coming
' the gracious work wroug

“in doubt no longer. . )
! hristiaps, indeed, are often without

o of their adoption. They have eea-

, but not a’continuous life of faith.
| They havé intervals of darkness :Iternuinq with
perieds of light and fervor, but not an unioter-
rupted growth in grace, arising from an unbro-
ken consecration to God. When they were
converted they yielded ali to God and bad a
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erjoyment of this sense they walked for a pe-
ricd joyously, during which period new know-
ledze of the way of life, new truths, sad new
resnonsibilities were unfolded. But these new
fnc’l‘s and duties 'were not wholly ndded to the
first vow of consecration. The enemy of svuls
finds at this stage an easy opportunity to recure
a lodgment in the young convert, from which
the s'ruggle to dislodge him is severe, and. often
uneaccessful. The resuit isy the consecralion of
the entite ecul with its duily new found powers
and duties, is seldom retained without serious
interruptions, and filisl confidence in God is
weakered aud often lost. Partial recovery is
alternately gaimed and lost, and the warfare
thus continued seems almost sll tbe while a
drawn battle, till the soul, alarmed at its com-
promises; receives help to covenant arew with
God, to consecrate body, soul and spirit, time,
talents, influence, reputation, honors, property,
absolutely everything, to be fcrever, in the most
unlimited sense, the Lord’s. Resting, then,
implicitly on the promices of God, it feels, with
impressive consciousuess the iull return of ite
lost union with Christ, its lost sente of heirship
with him. More than this; being converted,
with the sense of being a child of God erjoying
the most intimate union with the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, there is also a conscious in-
crease, 8 wonder{ul increase of the love of God
shed abroad in the heart, and of power to exer-
cise simple, unmarred trust in God under all
circumstances.— N, W. dd.

- L%

Apostolic Succession.

[ Che following article is extracted from The
Christian Times and Episcopal Register, one of
the leading and most able periodicals of the
Protestant Episcopal Church. Eb.]

S.me well-meaning individual, laboring. un-
der the emiable delusion that the question of
Apostolic Succession is still alive, bas just sent
out a book bearing on the subject from the
press of Saitb & English. He, however, takes
anything but a cheerful view of the mental and
moral condition of those whom he esteems his
opponents, and expresses 'hs confidence thit in
a few days from the dute of publication he will
find bimeelf covered with sbuse and branded
with every opprobrious epithet.  Thin is a mis-
take.. He will never gain the martyrdom he so
much desiree. If he euffers at all, it will be

from reglect.

As to the doctrine of Apcstolic Succession,
we are free tonfess, we know but Jittle. Doubt-
ful things are very uncertain. It may be true,
and it may not. Our contemporary, the North-
western Chureh, holds up its hands in pious
horror over our deliberate uttersnces on this
subject, and well nigh goes into convulsions;
yet the facts remain the same. Doubtfdlthings,
by nsture, are truly very uncertain. Many
among us believe the dogma, yet that makes no
difference at all.  Neither our contemporary,
nor the author in question, proves that it is a
dogma of the Church. : 8o far as the official
and suttorized teachings of the Church may be
coucerned, it is a pure figment. There is not a
bishop 1n the land who would presume to make
the Lelief of this, which in the estimaiion of some
is the cormer stone of the Christian faith, a pre-
requisite to ordination. And while this fact is
patent, it is idle to tilk of Apostolic Succession
as a dogma of the Church. Indeed we remem-
ber that at our own ordination when the dogma
was brought forward, the Bishop improved the
occasion to denounce it in unmeasured terms.

Itis something of a pity that men are unable
to enjoy | their belief on this question without
making themselves so miserable, and without be-
having so like lunatics in charging who do not
| admit the Succession dogma as a dogma of the
Church with impiety and blasphemy. Especially
is this the case, when, as now, they flad it out
of their power to enforce their notions. All
the Bishops in the Church might endorse Apos-
Succession, and the Immaculate Conception too,
as Dr. Pusey is apparently on the point of do-
ing, yet that would make no difference. It is
too late in the day to form any new articles of
faith, and besides, the bishops bhave no author-
ity in the premises. o
Very likely there is a certain Apostolic Suc-
cession that the Church may hold. It is alluded
to in the American Prayer Book, through in
the English it does not exist. The 99th Hymn
also possibly aHudes to it—

8o shall the bright succession run.
a hyma which many of the ultraists accept as
almost inspired, being profoundly ggnorant of
the fact that it was written by a Presbyterian,
Dr. Doddridge, and that it has nothing at all to
do with their theory of Apostolic Succession !

Of course no one wh- read anything of
the history ot the Church ca: be ignurant of the
fact that there is a certain continuity in our Ot-
ders which it is highly eatisfactory to contem<
plate. We do not even say that there is no
such thing as a tactual Succession. Yet to
prove that it exists, or does'not, would be almost
equally difficult. Our point is that the Church
holds nosuch view. Men may believe it, if they
will, yet it is no more required than a belief in
the Philosopher's Stone. The fact that the
Church requires re-ordination on the part of

tion, till the brightening evidence leaves them |

blessed eense of being the sons of God. In the |
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of the society. Give yourleu-—’w
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those non-episcopally ordained proves. nothing
When the fact is brought forward we mast re-
member another, namely, that we accept official
acts performed by non-Episcopaliane. We do
not question their baptism. We admit candi-
dates to the Holy Communion on their baptism,
even before confirmation, and receive them on
exactly the same footing as others. Nor can it
be said that we admit lay baptism in cases of
Dnecessity ; for in these cases there is no neces-
sity, and moreover the Protestant Episcopal
Church has never, in any way “whatsoever, sanc-
tioned lay baptism. The Roman Church holds
baptism so necessary to salvation as to allow of
its administration by wamen, bt our own
Church stands alooft from the doctrine. Indeed,
it is a notorious fact that in our Communion the
strongest opponents of lay baptism are found
among the wadvocates of tactusl Apostolic Sue-
cession, a few of whom have gone so.far as to
cast contempt upon the judgment of the Church
in regard to the validity of non-episcopal bap-
tism, by rebaptizing in a few instances, those
who have corae to us from without. ‘The Church
unhesitatingly accepts non-episcopal baptism 4s
valid; and this being so who shall say that we
deny the workman while accepting his work '—
We ‘indeed reordain ; and so does the United
States Government recommistion the officers re-
ceived from the volunteers and militia into the
regular service ; but in 8o doing does it declare
that their previous commission wag good for no-

incipient religious experience. Some persons

thing and held without warrant ?
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