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Beligious Wisecllany.

FAR OFF, YET NEAR. »

BY A. D. F. RANDOLPH.

O Blessed Lord,
Once more, as at the opening of the day,
I read thy word ;
And now, in all I read, I hear Thee say
“ To those I love I will be ever near;
And yet, while this I hear,
To me, O Lord, thoa seemest far away !

Thou Sovereign One,

Greater than mightiest kings can it be fear,
Or blinding sun

Made by thy glory, so if thou art here

1 cannot see thes ; yet this world declares
Thet whoso loves and bears

Thy holy name, shall have t'ee ever near,

I bear thy name,

That love, dear Lord, have I not long confessed ?
Thy love’s the same

As when, like John, I leaned upon Thy breast,

And know I loved ; oh! which of us has changed ¢
Am I from thee estranged *

© Lord, thou changest not. I know the rest.

My doubting heart
Trembles with its own weakness, and afraid
I dwels apart
From thee, on whom alone my hope is stayed ;
I would, and yet I do not know thy will
And perfect love ; am still
Trusting myself, to be by self betrayed.

O blessed Lord,

Far off, yet near, on me new grace bestow,
As in thy Word

I go to meet thee ; even now I know

Thou nearer art than when my quest began ;
One cry, and thy feet ran

To meet me! Lord, I will not let thee go !

(From the Wes. Chron. Melbourne, Australia.)
THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Ix our last and present issues we have given

kind of Joseph’s coat of many colours. We
are profourdly sorry that our Bouth Australian
brethren have been so precipitate, and that
they did not adopt the constitutional course of
expressing their views, and asking the General
Conference of 1875 to give effect to them.
The relation of children to the Church, we
are glad to see, received conmsiderable atten-
tion. We are convinced that our practice as a
Church on this subject needs carelul considera-
tion and considerable emendation. We hope
the committee appointed by our own Confer-
ence will give this subject the earnest and calm
consideration which its importance demands.
Sanday-schools, their greater efficieney, and
more intimate union with each otber and with
the Church, received some consideratios, but
perhaps not all that they deserved. We are
glad that the Victoria Conf recognized
the effort which bas been made to form a Me-
thodist Sunday-school Union, and recommead-
ed its being made, as soon as practicable, con-
nexional.
The consideration of the Missions was, of
coutse, confined to the New South Wales Con-
ference. The Chinese Mission, however, re-
ceived sowe attention with us. We shall be
pleased to bear that the resolution adopted by
the Victorian Conference, to send some young
men to China, that they may be qualified for
work bere among the Chinese, is acted upon
by the executive committee.
The statistics presented to the Conference
were most satisfactory in all respects save one:
we refer, of course, to the number of Church
members. In New South Wales tbere is an|
increase of 312 members; in the South Sea '
Missions, 1053 ; in South Australia, 50. So
far it is satisfactory; but, in New Zealend |
there is a decrease of minefy-seven, while in
Vietoria, the loss is 553.
Various explanations have been offered re-
specting this last item, some of them, no doubt,
satisfactory so far as they go; but we contess
we bave heard of nothing which prevents our
luding, either that in the Methodist Cbhurch

very full reports of the Coalerence pr di

‘So far as we are able to judge, this new order

of things has commenced auspiciously. We
koow there has been a great saving of time in
our own celony, and we presume that this has
been true of the other colonies; the question
ot expense we are not 80 clear about, No in-
convenience that we know of has been felt for
want of powers of legislation—which, as our
readers are aware, are reserved for the Gener-
al Triennial Conference; while each colony has
undoabtedly been able better and more intelli-
gently to address itself to the questions which
belong to its own boundaries.

Two or thee 7questions of general interest

there is a great declension in the piety of its
members, or that there is a growing dislike to
the class meeting, which does not arise from
loss of personal religion. We shall not ven-
ture to express any opinion as to which of these
causes, or whether either of them accounts for
the serious falling off in numbers, but the fact
itself calls for very serious and careful investi-
gation. *

In a week or two the changes of ministers
which are peculiar to our system will bhave
takea place; let us hope that with the recol-
lections of the past, snd the hopes of the
future, we shall individually and collectively

were considered by each of the a bli
snd, as the result show, with some difference
of epinion.

The last General Conference (1873) *‘ ap-
proved of the principle of Lay Representation”
in Conference, and it was referred to a com-
mittee to draw up some scheme for the prac-
ticable application of the princible, to be sub-
mitted to the Aonual Cooferences. This was
done ; and the result has been that the New
South Wales Conference defers the considera-
tion of the whole matter until next year, with
the hope of expressing its views7or final settle-
ment at the General Conference of 1875; Vic-
toria has remitted the matter to a large and in-
fluential committee, consisting of an equal num-
berot ministersand laymen ; South Australia re-
solves to deal finally with the question next
year; New Zealaad commits itself to the most
sweeping resolutions, in which it makes no re-
servations, except the question of ministerisl
character ; so that practically, doctrine, discip-
line, every thing would be placed at the dis-
posal of a majority ot votes in the mixed Con-
terence. We do not propose at preseat to dis-
cuss these several decisions, but content our-
selves with simply recording aod calling atten
tion to them. All the Conferences at least re-
solve to deal finally with the subject ia time
for the General Conference, and each one
gives its adbesion to the principle of Lay Re-
presentation, while so far as we can gatber,
the general opinion is in favor of equal num-
bers of ministers and laymen.

The relation of Communicants to the Church
is anotber subject of great importance, which
received considerable attention. It is well
koown that a large number of persons constant-
ly attend the services of our Church, and are
exemplary in their conduct, and are regular in
their attendance st the Lord's-supper; but
since they do not meet in class they are not re-
cognized as related to the Chburch otherwise
than as ‘ adherents ' or * attendaats’ on our
ministry. That this state ot things is undesir-
sble, and that it is injurious to the persons
concerned is very generally admitted ; but how
it is to be remedied is by no means so clear.
To give them such distinct Church relation
would, in the opinion of many, be to strike a
very severe blow against the class mesting;
while others think this would be but the com-
pliment of our system as a Cburch. Both of
these extremes found able advocates in tbe
Conterences, and while in Vietoria a resolution
to appoint a committee to consider and report
upon the whole subject was lost by a narrow
majority, in South Australia our brethren have
cut the gordian knot, and adopted the follow-
ing resolation, which they bave printed in their
m:nutes : —

That as we tave in all our congregations &
number ot God-fearing persons, whose moral
character is unblameable, but who do not meet
in class, we will give encouragement to such to
unite in the Communion Service, and will in-
dentify them with us by making an annual re-
turn to the Conference of the nmber of com-
municants in every Society.

With the resolution itselt we agree, yet we
cannot but deplore its adoption at the present
time; because the General Conference only
Possesses the power to legislate. If the South
Australian Conterence has the power to adopt
what may lead (we do not say that it must do
80) to a change in the basis of Church member-
ship, each of the other Conterences can exer-
cise similar powers, and the effect must be tha:
each colony may differ from the other, and 10-
stead of unitormity there will speedily come di-
versity. If diversity in this, why not in otber

Bge? and so Australasis will become a

, | give ourselves more earnestly to our work ot

personal experimental religion, and of diffusing
true Christianity. If ministers and people with
ooe accord and with one heart engage in this
work, depending upon and praying for the aid
of the Divine Spirit, we may hope that the year
shall be one ot prosperity.

NEW CONNEXION METHODISM.

The Annual Conference of the Metbodist
New Connexion, was begun at Milton, May
20th. The time of the meeting of the Conter-
ence was left last year to be fixed by the Exe-
cutive Committee. It is well known to our
readers that during the year Mr. Medicraft,
the English represeatative, used every effort to
stir up opposition to union. Hence special
interest attached to the meeting of this Confer-
ence b it was supposed it would decide
upon the question of separation from the En-
glish Confereace, with a view to union with the
Wesleyan Methodists. Under these circum-
stances the vote for the question ot President,
became a test question to show the strength of
opposition to union. The Connexion bad suf-
fered the loss of its President, Rev. S. B. Gun-
dy, during the year. The pulpit and presiden-
tal chair were draped in mourning on account
of his death. The ex-Presideat, the Rev. W.
Willisms, occupied the chair, according to dis-
ciplive, and at ten o'clock proceeded to open
the Conference by announcing the bymn, ** And
are we yet alive?” The Secretary read the
Scriptures and two senior brethren engaged in
solemn prayer. The forenoon was speat in re-
ceiving credentials. About one bundred and
twenty ministers and lay representatives duly
aceredited were present. Unusual interest
centred in the election of President, inasmuch
as it is regarded as an index of the present
feeling of the Connexion on the question of
union. Rev. D. Savage, editor of the Evan-
gelical Witness being the aominee of the union-
ists,and Rev. J. Medicraft that of those opposed
to union. Notwithstanding his eminent abili-
ties, as well as the: prestige of his position as
general superintendent, he 1eceived but twenty
votes, while Mr. Savage received ninety-four.
We are gratified that the action of the Con-
ference has amply vindicated tbe strength of
union sentimeot among our New Connexion
brethren. Oa Friday the Special Committee
on the state of the Connexion reported a reso-
lution which read ss follows :

« Whereas a majority of the quarterly meet-
ings bave sdopted the basis ot the proposed
union submitted by our last Conference :

« Resolved, That this Conference hereby ra-
tifies and adopts the basis of union, provided
that an interpretation of the twenty-third clause
in the basis ot union be approved by the
Wesleyan Conference, viz.: Any A-ct of the
General Conference affecting the rights and
privileges of the Annual Coaferences n.hn!l be-
come law only when it secures a majority of
two-thirds of the members of the General Con-
ference who may be present and vote lhereo.n;
also, that a respectful statement by deputation
or otherwise of the whole case be submit t.ed to
the English Conference, 50 directing their sp-
proval ot our action; also, that a deputation
be appointed to the next Wesleyan Conlem
soliciting their approval of our interpretation
the twenty-third cla use.”

This motion was cordially adopted, only one
voting against it. The Rev. Mr. Williams and
Mr. R. Wilkes, M.P., were appointed a depu-
tation to visit the ensuing English Conference
in accordance with the above resolution.—

i Guardian.

TO OUR TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND
READERS.

The following appears in the biography ot
the godly McCheyne : -

* He entertaioed s0 full a persuasion that s
faithful minister has every reason to expeet to
see souls converted under bim, that when this
was withbeld he begaa to fear that some hidden
evil was provoking the Lord and grieving the
Spirit.” He also said be would not long con-
tinue in any place without comversions; and
his biographer, the Rev. Andrew Bonar, adds,
*“Ought it not to be so with allof us? Ged
way certainly hide from our knowledge mueh
of what be accomplishbes by our means, bit as
certainly /will be briag to view some seals to
our ministry in order to solemnize and Overawe
us and lead us to increased labor.”

Ought not this observation to apply equally
to the editors and readers of Christian papers P

Near the close of Mr. McCheyne's career, be
wrote in his journal: "

** As I was walking in the fields, the thought
came over me with almost overwhelming power,
that every one of my flock must soon be in
heavea or hell P

Is the same thought not true of the readers
of the Wiiness? and should we not feel as
McCheyne did when be wrote, * Ob, that I
bad a tongue like thunder, that I might make
all hear: * Escape for thy life’ "P

Though much of the good accomplished by
preaching is bid from the preachers, yet they
are in a position to know much of it. Bat it is
not so with editors. The good accomplished,.
if any, in the way of deciding souls for Jesus,
is unknown to them, and, doubtless, it is best
that it should be so. Yet how earnestly one
who sends out the reading matter which he
thinks best adapted to draw souls to Christ
longs for some tokens that his work is not in
vaio in the Lord!

May the Witness prove a sower of good seed
in every family to which it obtains entraace,
whoever may reap the harvest. And may be
that soweth and he that reapeth rejoice through
eternity together.—N. ¥. Witness:

EVANGELISTIC SERVICES.

The Canada Presbyterian Church are now
taking steps to have a general system of evan-
gelistic services adopted by the Church through-
out the Dominion. The matter bhas been
brought up by overture from the Presbytery of
Ottawa. Itbas been suggested that a commit-
tee be appointed to have special supervision of
the time and place tor holding special services.
Also that two ministers be sent to each locality
in conjunction with the resident clergymen,
with a view of bolding & number of nightly
meetings. At these meetings the truth would
be presented in a regular way, so that both
speaker and hearer would be greatly benefited.
There is no doubt special efforts for the good
of souls is productive of much good. Many are
instructed and impressed and led to become de-
cided Christians. Ministers themselves are
benefited, the careless are sometimes aroused,
and the prayers and piety of the godly revived.
Perbaps our committee on the State ot Religion

might offer some r dation ning

st
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of appl bowed how pleased the audi
| was to know that the debt was a ' history, and
the balance in band so small. There mast have
been ekillful finance to rus income and expen-
diture »0 well together. The feeling of the
meeting was evidently strongly enlisted by. the
expression of the desirability of pting the
| sovereiguity of the Fijis.
| By the time the report was over the hall was
:crowded. The occupants of the platform have
! now been scanved over. There are oM faces,
{and pew. Some we miss. Very touching was
| the tribute paid to the memory ot the depart-
| ed in the report, and by the President sad sue-
ceeding speakers. Upoa some et those pre-
sent it ig evident that age is beginming to tell
ite God grant them peace in their laster
da; The sprickling of young mea of eduea-
tios and position on the platform, however,
shows that there is no danger of the missionary
enterprise dying with its old supporters. Mr.
8. D. Waddy, M.P., received 'a very hearty
recognition as he passed to bis seat. Evident-
ly there was no thought of palitics in the glad-
pess shown that a true man bas succeeded in
proving it. The Chairman is on his feet, and
speaks with the thoroughoess of a Bradiord
man. He does not aim at oratory, but talks
downright common-sense. The people like it
and bim. Evidently be likes the people, aad
Mer. Mitchell will return to Bradford with pleas-
ing recollections of a great bonour well receiv-
ed and good service well rendered. The Pre-
sident is one of those men always sure of a
hearing. His voice arrests attention from the
first syllable ; his earnest, powerful arguments
always bold it. He was very happy in pro-
posing the first resolution. Now we are really
into the meeting. The sbade of anxiety is
growing lighter on the faces of the one or two
on whom rests the respounsibility of the arrange-
ments.
This Exeter-hall audience is a strange child.
But it is pleased to-day, and as Mr. James
Wood proceeds in bis masterly and yet popu-
lar speech, success is well assured. It bas sel-
dom been our lot to listen to a calmer and more
powerful speech. We expect to see Mr. Wood
on Exeter-hall platform again. Mr. Sawtell's
speech was well given, and will be read with
much interest. He could bave beld the méet-
ing longer, but evidently some one with au-
thority bad given a hiat to all the speakers, for
no one transgressed in respect of length.
writer on rhetoric speaks much of the advae-
tage of the ** surprise power.” Mr. Osborn's
native question, *‘ What is it all about ?" was
certainly charged with this force, and at once
made every ear strain to listen, though perbaps
a bubble of indigeation was perceptible that
the lucid repart and pointed speeches previeus-
Iy given should be so cooly ignored. But an
old friend is soon forgiven; very serious did
all become as the work in its vastness was
spread out.  But it was the seriousaess of re-
solve, not despair. On many a face was the
stamp of a purpose mighty as the task. Mr.
Fryar's drliverance was vastly relished. If
laugkter is reported correctly, readers who
were not bearers will wonder. Mr. Fryar's
bumour is a part of himselt, that is the secret.
Bat be is & bumorist who can work as his

evangelistic services, which, if adopted, might
tend to promote reviving times throughout our
borders.

At the next meeting of Synod a motion for
the revival of the office of the Evangelist will
be under consideration. Owing to our present
paucity of labourers, no doubt this motion,
which will be introduced by Dr. McCulloch,
will merit approval. In the last number of the
Princeton Review, is an exhaustive article on
the office of the Evangelist, showing that in the
original constitution of the Church it was a dis-
tinct and separate office. and also setting forth
the duties in which they were engaged. This
article will no doubt aid members of the Synod
in arriving at an intelhgent decision in rafer-
ence to this subject. We trust that Dr. Mec-
Culloch’s motion will become law.— Presbyte
rian Witness.

General Wiscellany.

THE EXETER HALL MEETING.

No one present at Exeter-Hall oo Monday
last could entertain a fear that our missionary
spirit is a spent excitement. Before ten o'clock
the great ball was tairly filled, and as the last
bour before the meeting rolled on the audience
steadily increased. Varied are the thoughts
that fill one’s mind on bebolding this great
erowd. Where do they all come from P Why
do they come ? How can the speakers possib-
ly hope to interest and electrity the professor
from the college, and the dear old lady who
always collects ten shillings a year; the en-
lhuﬁutic but withal philosopbical studeats, who
so well can detect wildfire, and so mercillessly
clap it down, or derisively urge it on; and the
old-fashioned Methodist from some obscure
Yorkshire village 'who looks for lite and beat,
yes, and blazé too. Who is that quiet, suspi-
cious-looking man in a secure corner there be-
hind the platform ? Surely it must be & Jesuit,
come to watch it the Anti-Popery tide willérise
as high as twelve montbs ago. But s great
clap disturbs all these queries. It is just ele-
ven. True to time, up come the representa-
tives of this great Missionary Society—The
President, ex-Presidents, chairmao, speakers,
Committee-men, &c., a noble baod. It onmly
needs to look once at those faces to know that
the meeting is one for real business, they all
look so earnest—perhaps a trifle anxious with
care, still radiant with bope, fixed in resolve,
and confident of triumph.  Dr. Jobson’s musi-
cal voice sounds right through the building,
«« Jesus shall reign where'er the sun,” and the
great meeting is commenced. After prayer by
Mr. H. W. Williams, Mr. Wiseman read the
report. One who remembers the old reports
and beard the accounts so well read by Mr.
Wiseman would certainly prefer the new, 'un-
less prejudice was ineradicable, or repose need-
ed after an extra early start. On Monday we
bad a report short without being meagre, ?ot
at all rose-coloured, still abounding, with in-
lo‘ncu of progress and success. Quite a burst

h will show. It was perhaps rather a

difficult task for Mr. Bush to succeed such a
spesker. His earnest, direct words, bowever,
reacbed all hearts. It was good to see one all
aglow with the fire of the recent revival in the
North on our London platform, and very bope-
ful is the sign that bis words so evideatly tound
there a ready and sympathetic hearing

The climax ot the meeting was Dr. Punshon's
speech. He only who can raise a tempest can

adequately describe it. There is always a look
of eager expectancy and earnest preparation
as the collection speech draws on. Platform
wanderers settle. Men and women bend for-
ward to catch the words which are to touch the
inmost heart, and fire it with faith and gener

osity. But to-day there is evidently a bope
for something even more than usual. Who
was disappointed ? At the meation of Dr.
Punshon’s name burst atter burst ot greeting is
beard all over the hall. As quietness follows—
how profonnd it is ! —every face looks forward
with eagerness. But we defy any one to say
much about the bearers—every eye is turned
to the speaker. His voice to-day is mighty,
and pours all over the ball in ringing words
that fall distinct on every ear. The speech
may be read and cannot fail to delight, but
the magic of its delivery can only be faintly im-
agined except those who heard its tones, now
of gentle pathos, now of eutspoken manliness ;
here its ripple and there its roar. It was a
master-piece ot oratory—of which no ome can
estimate the power, because no one can meas-
sure the results. Thrills of boly determination
seemed to run through the listeners as through
one body, aad 1n many a beart there was great
resolve and new consecration—may God aid
the one, accept the other! Now comes the
e>llectioa, followed by the usual closing resolu-
tions. Speedily all is over. Hurried tarewells
are uttered ; we linger about till the policeman
says ** Move 00,” and an unsympathetic Lon-
doner gives a push to remind one that if we
bave nothing to do he bas; so soon we are
quickly walking away. But one thought is up-
permost—the last meeting is one of the very
best.— Recorder-

(Correspondence N. Y. Advocate.)
OUR ENGLISH LETTER.

Our Book Room is in difficulty, it not in dis-
may. Some parties in Bristol bave brought
oat a very cheap edition of our hymn book, to-
gether with a new supplemeat of 300 popular
bymns, mostly modera, by means ot whieh
publication they threaten to undersell and drive
out of the market our Book Room and its Con-
terence Hymn Book. Our hyma books bave
for some years past been cheap—at least the
commoner sorts of them—but these hymn books
are very much cheaper. Tbe matter is exceed-
ingly serious. Our * Worn-out Ministers and
Ministers’ Widows’ Fund ' derives some pre-
portion of its yearly income, amouating to a
considerable sum from the profits of our Book
Concern, and these profits are largely derived
from the sale of our bymn book. Thbe parties
who issue the mew book promised, indeed, to

Rive the profits to the same fund, but their im-
mediate ohject is not to make profits, but to
undersell and to win the market, nor_can they
uader any circumstances be bound to devote
their profits to this object. Jadeed, it is highly
improbable they would long contioue to do so.
They are said to be Sanday-school managers,
datermined to secure the cheapest possible

sionary work. The notable fact is that the
experiment bas proved that we Cogfereace
people have no copyright ia our hymn-book.
The matter bas been tried, first before the
Master of the Rolls, and theo ou appeal before
one of the Lord Justices of the: Chysceny,
Court, and has each time been given against

to cowme, that is, until seven years from the
death of Thomas Jackson, who was one of the
compilers or authors ot the supplement in our
preseiit bymn book. This, it appears, was an
error. If Mr. Jackson had possessed and had
bequeathed a personal pecuniary intecest in the
bymn book, Dr. Jobson's expectation would
bave been correct. Bat the law does not re-
cognize a connectional interest. The pecuniary
value of the bymn book should have been le-
gally vested in trustees, and so secured to the
Book Room. This not baving been dose, we
are belpless. Both judges expressed emphati-
cally ‘their regret that the law stood as it did,
observing that such a case as that of our con-
nectional claim te the profits of our own ser-
vice book was never contemplated when the
act of Parliament was passed. But the law is
clear and certain, and we are left without rem-
edy. The effect will be that s sew hymn book
for the use of our congregations must at once
be prepared, and must be introduced, gradu-
ally, indeed, but as rapidly as possible. Dr.
Osborn will probably be requested to prepare
the new book. I bave beard it proposed that
it should include (1) Wesley's own origina
hymn book, as it was pablished by bim, (2) a
collection of psalms, (2) a supplement ot choice
bymos ; making altogether perbaps a thousand
bymaos and psalms. I should not be surprised
it something like this comes to pass. Two
good effects will be secured by this untoward
circumstance. First, we shall now certainly
get a new bymn book, and a good one, with
out delay : this point bas been urged for years,
but there seemed to be sq many lions in the
psth—shadowy lions all, I think —that we had
begun to despair of ever getting the book
Secondly, the new book will be a very cheap
one, and will have an immense circulation,
While I am oa the subject of books, I may
mention that our Senior Missionary Secretary,
the Rov. W. DB. Boyce, bas now seen through
the press about two thirds of his new book on
missions and missionary statistics throughout
the world. He expects to get it published by
conference—that is, by the end of July. 1
bad the opportunity yesterday of seeing so
much of it as is in type. It will be found won-
derfully complete, and the information as re-
cent as possible. Besides the statistical tables
which are very lucidly arranged, there are io-
troduetory and explanatory pages of great in-
terest and value. The effoct will be to afford
such a view of the condition ot all Churches in
all nations, and ot missionary enterprise
throughout the world, as has never yet been
published. Mr. Boyce's researches bave been
unequaled and unwearied. The work will be
a great credit to our Mission House, and will
be welcomed by all in all countries who are in
terested in their missions. Not even a German
could probably bave accomplished such a work
of complete and condensed information, be-
cause no German could bave had such opportu-
nities. Mr. Boyce stands in a position that is
central to the world of missions.

A ROYAL CRUSH.

The last reception of Qaeen Victoria was a
scene of dreadful torment to many of the ladies
preseat, several of whom write to the London
Times about it. It took hours to reach the
place of presentation and bhours more to get
back to the carriages. Then trom noon to 7
p-m.—the time required for this awful cere-
monisl —nothing to eat or drink could be ob-
tained tor love or money. Royal hospitality is
certainly somewhat meagre.

Ooue of the victims writes thus plaintively :

**1 was present at Her Majesty’s drawing-
room, and I thiok the three thousand unfortun-
ates who have survived the struggle, heat and
muddle, will agree with me that the utter want
of management was most deplorable. Being
in atteadance on two ladies, I went through the
first crush-room, with about two thousand other
fellow loyal subjects of our Qneen, at the exact
rate of six feet in every ten minutes, so that at
the end of the first hour and ten minutes I bad,
by the most caretul tactics and by taking every
possible advantage, arrived with my charges at
the door of the first aate-room.

‘“ After two more long waits, and stampedes
through and over a series of chairs fastened to-
getber ia rows, apparently for a conzert, the
Presence Chamber door was reached, and we
were burried through a narrow vista, with court
official on one side and the royal family on the
otber, the great object apparently beiog to do
the thing as quickly and unceremoniously as
possible,
describe we congratulated ourselves in thinking
that we could leave the place in the course of

hyma-back for Sunday-schools and home mis-

Having scrambled past in the way I |

through an anxious crowd, ia addition to 'hieﬂ Tux Rev. Washington G ladden, wbo is en-

the greater part had not the boaor of passing
by Her Majesty. as tatigue natarally obliged
ber to leave. The same tfatigue which affects
Her Majosty also affects her subjects, while
they suffer, besides, trom being without refresh-

| gaged all the week in editiag the Independent,
| vents his superabundant energy by preaching
| on Sundays to the Park Coagregational Church
of Brookiva. But his ruling passien is stroag
evea in the pastorship; and it is exsctly ia biws

ments for so long aperiod.” This corresp

ent suggests to the Queen to adopt the univer-
sal babit at foreign courts ot walking through
the rooms with the ladies arraigned on asch
side, bowing .or speaking a kind word,

| Auother letter is from an anxioas msmma.
{who cotroborates the previcus veports. * I
bave,” says this noble British matroa, ** two

4 marmied deughters, whoai | saw start for it be-

| fore one o'clock with lovely Paris dresees, look-

us with costs. . Dr. Jobson was fuﬂypel‘lu“dl ing as tresh as two pretty women can look; I
that the eopyright was good tor neatly six years | saw them return at balf past six, pale and ex-

bausted, with their dresses torn and spoilt, and
one of them has been laid up with severe head-
ache ever since.”

But there is still a deeper depth of misery.
It is to go through this terrible ordeal and then
not have your mame printed in the pspers
ig the list o guests at the Drawing-Room.
Sach has lstely been the sad fate of several
loyal ladies of Eagland, who make their moan
in the columos of the Zimes.

REMARKABLE INCIDENT.

On another page will be found s short ao-
count of a shipwreck in the Arabian Sea. A
faller and more graphic account of the same
event is given in the Christian Messenger by
Rev. A. R. Crawley, the Missionary to Bar-
mah, who was on board the steamer that res-

cued the boat’s crew. The barning ship was
abandonec on the 16th Feb. The provision
in this boat lasted till the 9th March. On that
day they divided the last of their food snd
water. Then. says Mr Crawley, from shat
day till the 20th March, (eleven days) all they
bad to sustain life was one bird, two or three
small flying fish and a few barnscles picked
from the boat's bottom! They drank large
qaantities of salt water, and two of the men be-
cam> delirious. These men insisted upon
casting lots, who, of the five, should be killed
as food for the rest ! the mate resisted the exe-
cuting of their purpose, but they weat so far as
10 cast the lot; the fatal short lot fell to the
youngest, a boy of 18. The poor lad prepared
to die, commending his soul to God. Here
the mate interfered again, declaring that bhe

would shoot down the man that lifted his hand

against the boy. Then the men, actually mad,
it must be rememberedd, with starvation snd
thirst, plotted to kill the mate; but the boy
kept close to him and woke him up whenever
the men gave signd of making &n sttempr. One
of the crazy men became so frantic and furious
that the safety of the rest seemed to demand
that be should be killed*> So the mate descided
and drew the trigger unon him, but missed
fire; capped the gun again, presented it at the
man's bead, when a bird flew over the boat and
saved the man's life, for the mate fired at the
bird and it fell into the sea; quick as thought
all plunged after the bird, which was instantly
tora to pieces and devoured ravenously, every
atom of it. One of the men was asked how it
tasted ? be replied ** ab yon can’t think Aew
sweet it was.” The two crazy men continued
to fight turiously, nearly all the time. At last
the stronger fell upon the other, struck him
with a heavy iron spike, and caught the blood
which gushed out in a tin eup, and, with & grim
sense of fairness. divided the precious drops
with his comrades, including the ded man
himself. It was touching in the extreme whea
arrived on our deck, and the certainty of being
saved roalised, the man who had been wound-
ed fell on his knees and in simple words and
most pathetic tones thanked God for His mer-
cy. There are all doing well, and will not re-
cognise themselves by the time we reach Cal-
cutta. One remarkable fact bas stlll to be men-
tioned. - The man just spoken of as returning
thanks to God, asked Mr. Carpenter, (our mis.
sionary companion in travel) if be did not re-
member him? and proceeded to give a narra-
tive of certain particulars, which soon quicken-
ed Mr. C's. memory, and it came out that this
man was a sailor on the ship in which Mr. C.
first went to Burmah 12 years ago, and was
then converted to God through Mr. C's. efforts.
— Witness.

-

Tuae foundation stone of a new Wesleyan
church was laid at Brigus on Thursday, 21st
inst. From an early hour the shipping in port,
as also the grounds in the vicinity of the site
of the new edifice, were gaily decorated with
bunting. The proceedings of the day couw-
menced by the delivery of an address by the
Rev. Thomas Harris, and the reading and re-
citation of services appropriate to the occasion,
by the Rev. Messrs. Boyd, Dove and Ladoer.
At the conclusion of the services, s canister
bermetically sealed, and containing various do-
cuments and papers commemmorative of the
event was deposited and the foundation stone
formally laid by the Rev. Mr. Shenstone, after
which an address was delivered by the same
rev. gentleman. The Rev. Mr. Milligan next
proceeded to give a review of the past bistory
and progress of the Wesleyan Charch in this
| colony, after which a young lady, representa-
tive of the Sunday School, eame forward and
laid upon the stone a subscription of $35, which
was still further supplemented by additional

balf an bour for bome. Bat not so; it will be
scarcely credited, but owing to the estire want
of management, and the absurd want of exit
room, we were detained ia the coridor for ano-
ther two bours and three-quarters, the ladies
sitting on stone steps in the coldest current of
‘English east wind. So that it took my party
exactly five bours and three-quarters to leave
Eaton Square, bow ‘to Her Royal Highness,
and reach bome again, during which time I
! might comtortably have gone from London to
Exeter and balf-way back.”

Anotber correspondent thinks the Queen can- '

pot be aware of the sufferings ladies have to
pass through. The visit to royalty took many
ladies five bours. ** During the whole of this
time they could get no refreshment, and during
three bours of it they were fighting their way

| subscriptions from many present of gold aed
| paper to the amount of $260, briet addresses
| from the Rev. Messrs. Dove and Ladner closing
| the ceremonial. During the progress ot pro-
| ceedings, the scene was much enlivened by the

presence of the Brigus baad, which, at the in-
| tervals, executed some choice pieces of masic,
| concloding with the national anthem. In the

| afterncon of the same day a similar ceremony |

| was pertormed at Cupits. Oa this, as on the
former occasion, the same clergyman officiated,
and similar services took place, the contribu-
tions in aid of the building fund of the new
church amounting to $145. Here also as at
Brigue, the Brigus band was in attendance, and
closed the proceedinge, as in the former in-
tance, by the pertormaace of the national an-
them.— Courier, St. John's, N. F,

m to force the vocal eloquemce of
the pulpit by the articulate sileace ot journal-
ism. We see an exquisite little paper just is-
sued by bis church, bearing the genial name of
The Greeting. These are some ot ite captiva-
ting * Toklings*; *Ours is *the litsle charch
around the corner® of Sixth avenue. sa Guventh
strest.’ * Philip saill to Nabaviel, * Come and
see.’ That is what we sav to you.' ‘Ityou
have any very fioe clothes, pray de net wear
them to church. The house of God » ot the
place for the exhibition of dry goeds.’ * Peo-
ple with three hands are plenty in Breskiye—

wo bands and a little bebiad beed Pray

doa't get into that category.'s * Most of us e
poor folks, but we do not despres We rish.

* A 'man with a gold ring, in geedly epmerd,’
will be treated just as politely s swvbody olse
s0 long as be bebaves himeel.' ' We &2 @n
want to steal any sheep that beleng to f.@w
m oar neighborkood ; but we do west ® .etw
the stray sheep iato our fold.' * Do yeneiiond
church regularly anywhbere P Or aee pee are of
those Christian Bedouins who bese e weticd
religious habits, no settied charel boam. w0

settled convictions of truth, no sewiad plass of

labor? 1t you are, lose no time in gemtiag '@-

tled." It strikes us that a chureh thes oun sdit

o little newspaper like that can do oll the ether
things necessary to make a oburch prosperous.

It bas the ring of usatuloess and sucoess.

Tas Dietrior Reruaxs. —Although we are
not able to pablish in this week's issue as
many of the District Keturns ss we has hoped
to do, yet, by the kindness and promptitade of
some of our correspondents, we are in circum-
stances thus edrly to place before our readers,
the following reports which yeswerday were
announced by the Secretaries ¢ the several
meetiogs mentioned. It is matter of thankful-
ness to find from the 37 returns whioh have
reached us that there is & net increare in 17
Districts, after deducting the ngmber of those
who have died during the year; such who, for
various reasons, have ceased to be recognised
as members ; and also those who, in their re-
moval from one ecircuit to another, bave mot
yet placed themselves woder pastoral supervi-
sion. As far as we can st preseat asoertain,
there are but 10 Ihatricts showing a decrease,
making oo the whole a net inerease on the
yesr of 3, 180 members.

We hope in anotber week or two to be able
to publish & complete list, end from pressat
appeédrinces there is overy probabdility that we
shall have the pleasure of congratulating the
Connexion on s considerable accession to our
Societies.— Londen Watchman.

In America, worth makes the man. In
France, Worth makes the woman.

REV. THOMAS SMITH.

Rev. Thomas Smith was born Feb. 17, 1812,
and died June Lst 1874.

He was a native of Bermida, and from that
[aland calied to the work of the Christian min-
istry. He labored under the direction of the
Missionary Committee in Liverpeol, Halitax
aod Maitland, and was ordained in Halitax,
N 8. From this provinos be was sent-to the
West Indies. On one of his statioes in the
Isiand ot Dominica be was prostrated with
sickness. from the effects of which he mever
tully recovered. He next speat four years in
Hamilton, Bermuda, and from thence was sent
to Newfoundland. He preached with accep-
tance and success on the Port De Grave, Bon-
avista, St. Jobn's and Burin Circuite. In
Bonavista he witnessed a great revival, the
frait of which remains to this day, as numbers
are there who were converted through his min-
istry, and to whom his pame is fragrant with
blessed memories. He was next sent to Nova
Scotia in the year 1861, and stationed at Tru-
ro, then Mill Village, thea Barrington.

Six years ago be was compelled to retire
trom the more sctive work of the misistry, to do
what be could as far as bis strength would per-
mit. He preached occasionally, sssisted in the
prayer-meetings, and took part in various ser-
vices in the town. He grew feebler this win-
ter, and only once came to the bouse of God to
atitend the service of song. He was impressed
with Bunyan's words: °* After that they shat
up the gates, which when I bad been I wished
myselt among them " be said, ** I wish myself
among them.” His last public act was at the
funeral of the daughter of 8. G. W. Archibald,
when with tremulous voice be prayed for the
bereaved tamily, and touchingly breathed forth
the bope of reunion in heaven. For a few
days only be stood on the brink ot the river of
death. He responded fervently iu prayer asa
few hours before be died I commended him to
God. He was trusting on the Atonement.
His last words were, ** Thou shalt guide me
with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to
glory.” And thea be calmly slept in Jesas.

He was a good man. He maaifested a deep
interest in the welfare of the church of Christ.
Fle was fervent in bis prayers. He preached
only Christ Jesus and Him crucified. To say
there were no infirmities, no errors of jadg-
ment would be to say be was not huwan.
His sermons aad prayers were filled with the
words and spirit of the Bible.

But his weariness is o'er. His protracted
sufterings are ended. The warrior is disarm-
ed. The victor is crowned. The aching, the
pain, the watching bave ceased. The pilgrim
bas crossed over Jordan, he has eatered into
vest. The steward bas gone to bhis aecount.
The memory yet hngers. The influence is like
the subtile perfume : —

* How beaatiful it is for man to die,
Upon the walls of Zion! to be called,
Like & watch-worn and weary seatnel, . |
To put his armor off aad rest ia heavea.

J. SazxTox~.

Truro, Junce 4.




