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Conservative ranks.” . When Mr,
Taylor ran for. member of Parliament
against Mr. Joseph Marshall two years
ago, this discontent among the Conser-
vatives was evinced to such an extent
that the Conservative candidate was
elected by the greatest majority ever
given in the riding. The grapes are
sour only to the fox that cannot reach
them.”

EDITORIAL NOTES.

ComrLAINTS have been made re-
cently that Presbyterian ministers do
not exercise any permanent influence
on their congregations. We are not
surprised, and for more than one
reason. They are where they were
when the Covenanters marched to
meeting with Bible in one hand and
sword in the other, but the world has
moved since then. The wild denuncia-
tions of Catholicism that once passed
current as outpourings of the spirit,
fail to arouse the old-time enthusiasm
and religious fervor. Intelligent men
ask for something more ennobling and
elevating than exhibitions of bigotry ;
and, seeking it in vain within their
own Church, have, as Presbyterianism
has learned to its sorrow, ranged them-
selves under the banner of Rational-
ism.

THE latest number of the Presbyter-
ian Review contains an effusion that
can produce but one effect on the
reader—profound pity for the writer.
He must be a very young man, and,
judging from the quality of his diction,
he is in sore reed of a post graduate
course in a university. He is nolover
of Madrid and her gorgeous cathedrals
‘“‘dedicated to the worship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary,"” etc. Perhaps
he does not know better, and so, with
unfeigned sorrow for his sublime
ignorance, we tender him our sincere
compassion.

‘WE notice with pleasure that Most
Rev. Satolli is fast becoming a master
of the English language. Every-
where is he producing the most favor-
able impression. The opposition in
certain quarters has given way to
filial respect and obedience. Dowered
with superb mental power he cannot
fail to produce an impression upon
American Church history ; and even
the secular press has no words too)
eulogistic for the grave Italian,
He is a man like unto his master
Leo XIIL

Ir THERE is a man whose name shall
in years to come shine glorious on the
pages of the history of the Catholic
Church of America it is assuredly that
of the Cardinal-Archbishop of Balti-
more. He has done much for the
Church to which he has given the
wealth of his heart's affection. He has,
in the simple, kindly style so character-
istic of the man, laid before thousands
the truth and beauty of his religion:
and this is perchance the secret of the
esteem evinced for him by all classes.
The mere controversialist, no matter
how able, is after a short time no
longer remembered ; but the earnest,
intellectual and loving man does his
work long after the tomb closes over
him. So shall it be with the Cardinal
of Baltimore. The winning gentle-
ness that inspires his writings and
actions shall give his name an abiding
place in the memory of all Americans.
He will be remembered as the prelate
who read men and things by the light
of a guileless, loving heart, and saw
good in all.

IT appears that it is the custom of the
P. P. A. fraternity—showing, we sup-
pose, the love they bear one for the other
—to sit on each other's knees, with
their arms around each other’s necks
and cheering each other on to do battle
against the Catholics. We know two
of our aldermen who belong to the
organization—one weighing about 300
and the other about 70 lbs. It would
not be unseemly were the little fel-
low to take up his quarters on the lap
of the big man, but were the situation
reversed we fear there would be a P.
P. A, funeral and a new election for
an alderman. Considering that Cath-
olics are only about one-seventh of the
population of this city the heroism of
the P. P. A men it would be impossible
to undervalue. Many of them would
to-morrow shout ‘‘ pro-Popery” as
loudly as they to-day shout ‘‘mo-
Popery " were such a course likely to
remove Sir Oliver from his well-en-
trenched position, thus giving them
what they are hungering after—the
fat pastures of the Ontario Govern-
ment.

SoME of the Irish Home Rulers have
been perpetrating jokesat the expense
of the Ulster Orangemen and the land-
lords, A despatch appeared in the
Mail a few days ago—and it is signifi-

cant that that paper was the only one

in which we saw it published—that ‘‘in
many parts of the country the peasants
are holding regular lotteries for land.
These lotteries generally take place in
the chapels. Jach man pays an
entrance fee of sixpence, and draws a
number giving him the rights of a
certain plot of land when Home
Rule is established.” We suppose our
contemporary gave currency to this
item with the object of throwing
odium on Home Rule and Home Rulers,
believing, no doubt, that many
amongst its readers would take it all
in earnest. The Irishman will have
his joke as occasion arises, and what
adds zest to this one is the fact that
some of the Orangemen will no doubt
take it all in earnest, and work them-
selves into additional fury over the
outlook.

It 1s an indication of the importance
of the influence exercised by French-
Canadians in the United States that
President Cleveland has nominated
three of them to consular positions in
Canada, namely, Mr. M. Lanthier,
editor of the National of Lowell, to
Sherbreoke ; Dr. Le Rocque of Platts-
burgh to Saint-Jesu, and Dr. Martel
of Lewiston to Three Rivers.

“LovraArL OraNGE Lopce” No 36,
of Campbellford, Ontario, has under-
taken the difficult task of regenerating
the whole British Empire and preserv-
ing it from ‘‘ Romish aggressiveness.”
To effect all this it has passed unani-
mously a strongly-worded resolution
which was sent to the Mail for publi-
cation, against the Dominion Cabinet,
because, as the resolution states,
Roman Catholics have a larger repre-
sentation in it than they are entitled
to.” The members of the Lodge have

evidently overlooked the fact that
Catholics have 42 per cent. of the
Dominion population. They also

promise to ‘‘shed their blood " to de-
fend the ‘‘ civil and religious rights of
their brethren in Ulster.” The fol-
lowing delicious paragraph of the
resolution, referring to the Orange-
men who hold office in the Cabinet is
well worth reproducing here for the
sake of those who wish to enjoy a
hearty laugh :

‘“It is a deplorable sight to see the
Grand Master of 300,000 Orangemen
in Canada enlisting under the banner
of the enemy and taking the shilling
of treachery to the Order. But, alas
for the frailty of human nature ! we
read that Judas sold his Master for a
few pieces of silver, and after that,
conscience-stricken, hanged himself.
If Brother Wallace and Brother Bowell
had as tender a conscience as Judas,
we would expect as much from them,
and it would be no loss either to
Orangemen or Orangeism or to the
country.”

Me. LABoUCHERE, in London Truth,
has recently thrown some light on the
general character of hypnotic exhibi-
tions, by informing-the public of the
manner in which many of the so-called
‘“ hypnotic subjects”’ were accustomed
to perform
feats.

their wonder exciting
By interviews with some of
these subjects he has ascertained that
they humbugged even the doctors by
the readiness with which they eat
candles and soap, and drank castor
oil and pepper-sauce, while pretend-
ing to relish them amazingly as if
they were ecating cakes and drinking
palatable wines. Needles were al-
lowed also to be thrust through their
ears and cheeks ; but it has been ad-
mitted that they had by practicing
these things become able to endure
the trying tests, notwithstanding their
disagreeebleness and difficulty. Num-
erous confessions of subjects have
recently been made to the same effect
showing that many of the hypnotic
tricks displayed in these exhibitions
are mere decceptions, even though
some are attributable to real mesmeric
powers.

A Rising Barrister.

In Wallaceburg, a lively town in Kent
county, Ont., a law office has been opened, in
which, we predict alarge share of the practiee
of that district will be done. It has been
opened by a firm, one of the members of which
—Mr. C. J. O'Neill, of Chatham—has already a
wide reputation as a leading counsel in Western
Ontarlo ; while the other—Mr. M, P. MoDonagh
—has been a most successful student, having
passed his final examinations six months be-
fore his time was up, and is an exergetic apd
able Barrister and Solicitor. The office in
Wallaceburg will be entirely under the control
of Mr. McDonagh, who got a training in Perth
and Toronto which well fits him for the present
undertaking. Mr. O'Neill will act as senior
consulting council, giving Mr McDonagh's
clients the advantage of his many years experi-
ence, ripe judgment and eminent skill. ~Mr.
McDowagh is a brother of the present parish
priest of Picton, and has always, as hasalso his
genior partner, been an adherentof the Catholic
Church. We wish him, and are sure he will
have, every success, in company with his emi-
nent senior partner.

FATHER DAMEN’S LECTURES.

One of the most instructive and'useful pamph-
Jets extant is the lectures pf Father Damem.
They eomprise four of the t celebrated ones
delivered by that renowned Jesult Father,
namely : ¢ he Private Interpretation of fie

)4 The Catholic Church, the only true
Churehof God,” ‘' Confession,” and ‘' The
Presense.” The book will be sent to any #i*

1| 16 98 in stamps.
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TEACHERS' CONVENTION.

A Most Elaborate and Successful Meet-
inyg held at Walkerton,

The general meeting held here last
year by the School Sisters de Notre
Dame being but preliminary was

necessarily limited both as to time

and work. But the assembly of these
ladies at Walkerton on this occasion
was characterized by professional
business so varied and comprehensive
as to make it as significent and valu-
able as any other similar gathering
even in this era of teachers’ conven-
tions. The convention lasted two
days—April 6 and T—and was attended
by all the ladies of this Order teaching
in the Province, viz., from Berlin,
Waterloo, New Germany, St. Agatha,
St. Clements, Deemerton, Mildmay,
Formosa and Walkerton. The pro-
gramme, carefully arranged, consisted
of practical lessons, discussion of ques-
tions, essays, addresses, papers, and a
short but most interesting musical
selection. Fhe opening address by
one of the Sisters briefly explained the
object of the meeting, and clearly set
forth the benefits that would be derived
from it—all delivered in a manner so
kindand encouraging thatitadded fresh
zeal to the efforts of those who followed.
¢ How to teach Arithmetic to Primary
classes " — a type lesson — was well
handled, receiving several novelties
that gave it new zeal and freshness.
A first lesson on the adjective came
next, and was developed and drilled in
a way that left no room for improve-
ment. The method of teaching ‘‘Per-
centage” was illustrated entirely on
the principle of intentions, as was also
a lesson on ¢* Physical Geography " by
the same lady—both of which were
admirable specimens of pedagogic
gkill. The difficult matter of teaching
and learning irregular verbs was
made easy and pleasant by mang
happy illustrations on the part of a
teacher who also at a later hour enter-
tained and profited her audience with
a vivid and striking delineation of how
to teach reduction to beginmers. A
lesson in History—the seven Years’
War in America—was highly interest-
ings, as was also one on primary glmw-
ing. A first ‘* Lesson in chtx_ons "
comprehended all that could be said on
this branch of the subject, and was
presented with a skill and vivacity
that entirely relieved the work of its
innate dryness. One of the most in-
teresting pieces of the occasion was a
lesson in Bible History given out in
such a cheery, unartificial and attrac-
tive form that the subject must cer-
tainly be highly popular in this lady's
class. Similar toit was one on ‘‘Letter
Writing,” which was exceedingly well
developed and calculated to make the
work a matter of pleasure as well as

duty. *‘Local Geography,” a most
desirable subject, was thoroughly

treated, and in like manner a Liter-
ature lesson, by the lady who gave the
opening address. Two lessons by
another teacher then followed—one a
development lesson on a picture, and
the other *‘Work in Land” to illustrate
Geography definitions—both of which
were ably handled and strikingly ap-
propriate for primary work. The
evolution of a complex sentence from
the simplest elements was an excellent
lesson in all it parts—from the point
of departure, the gradual connections,
the review, the drill ;—not a link was
missed throughout. Of the same
character was a lesson on ‘‘Sentence
Building  for beginners. An essay
on ‘‘How to teach Composition ” and
a paper : ‘* Assistance to Pupils,” both
given below, are, as may be seen, con-
structed with great care, and show un-
doubted literary ability, and are very
instructive. The Separate school In-
spector, representing the Educational
Department, was present during the
two days. At the end of the teachers’
exercises, as above briefly described,
he took up a considerable time com-
menting upon the work of the con-
vention and lecuring on various
school mattars. Summing up the re-
sults, he delivered a high eulogium on
the professional zeal and ability shown
by the ladies of this Order, assuring
them that this was one of the most
successful conventions he had ever
attended : —

HOW COMPOSITION SHOULD BE TAUGHT.

Composition,as you arse all well aware,is one
of the most important subjects on the school
programme, and for this reason it should
receive very c;lrem[ attention from the very
beginning of the child’s school life. In the
lower forms it is termed Language Lessons,
If one of the aims of education is to bring
the pupil as nearly as possible to perfection
in the art or science he is studying, surely
this end should not be lost sight of in the
study of composition. But, in order to be
at all suceessful the teacher must have in
mind a clear conception of the nature of
the subject she is attempting to teach, and
make sure she is adopting correct methods.

That a pupil may acquire the art to ex-
press his thoughts in speaking and writing
correctly, gracefully, and in a pleasing
manner, a goo(l solid t'mmdnpnn is necessary,
which foundation must be laid in the primary
school. :

The teacher who has this part of the
language structure to build has by no means
an easy task, and should therefore be very
choice in selecting her materials (her plans
and her methods) that she may attain the
best results possible. That which will cause
her mest difficulty in starting a class of
beginners is to know how and where to be-
Fin, Here she has before her a class of
ittle folk just setting out in school life,
some of whom have come from homes where
they received careful training and are able
to express their little thoughts clearly and
well; while the others, and they are Ky ne
means the minority, have been impressed,
it would seem, with a fear of uttering a werd,
whose little lips are tightly set when the
teacher attempts to lure them into a conver-
sation.

She now sees the first thing to be done
for these little folk is to teach them to talk.
To succeed in this she will begin by ques-
tioning them about those things tgat are
most dear to their childish hearts, viz.,
their homes, their friends and their pets.
If she is sly about it, she will often surprise
them 'into saying something, and, once
their little tongues are loesened, one great
diffieiilty is ovércome.

When she has dramn frem the
of il lhove miliov shjeets ot bome thoy wik

be ready and willing to talk about those which
surround them in the school-room,

ik TP R

T'he teacher will find story-telling very
helpful at this stage. We all know the fond-
ness children bave for stories. They will
soon have questions to ask, and the more
courageous ones will often talk with the

1or about the story, and will be able to
tell her a great partof whatshe related, Now
is the time for the teacher to improve the
urlmrmnity in guiding and directing the
¢hildren to speak correctly aud connectedly,
and the teacher that perseveres in this watch-
fuluess will find her pupils will have less dif
ficulty inwriting their talk correctly later
on,

And, as soon as they are able to write, she
should begin the work of written language
But this must be done systematically, be-
ginning by  having them  write the
names of all the objects they see
in the school - room ; names of all the ob-
jeets they can  see on looking out the
window ; names of some objects they can see
on their way to school, e Then require
them to write words expressing all the actions
they can perform ; then those which their
cat, their dog, their bird can perform. Re
quire them, for example, to make statemeuts
about each of the following, telling whatthey
can do : birds, hens, girls, bees, horses, dogs,
fish. Tell what they can do with a pen, a
knife, a ball, a spoon, a needle, ete, Atter
they have had suflicient drill in the above
and similar exercizes, they may be asked to
write a story about their dog, or cat, or pony.
Then the teacher wmight show them some
object and have them deseribe it.  She will,
of course, have a talk with her class about the
object before requiring a written task., At
another time the teacher may tell a little
story and require the children to repeat it in
their own words and then write it out on
slates or paper. Pictures furnish another
grand means of arousing the children’s
imagination. Require them to give to that
inanimate picture, life—this boy, girl, doll,
cat, horse—everything must have life and a
name, must be made to talk, go some place,
do something, or have something done to it ;
the conversation always to precede the writ-
ing. In this way the children are made to see
that composition-writing is merely writing
their talk,

This course having been pursued in the
lower forms, the children will have acquired
such facility in writing their talk that when
they reach the higher grades, they will look
upon the composition exercise as a delight
ful task. Great care must be taken in the
higher grades not to destroy this love for
talk-writing which the little folk have ac-
quired by giving them subjects beyond their
years, or subjects about which they do not

now enough to see where to begin,

The choice of an appropriate subject is,
undoubtedly, of the greatest importance ; for
upon it will depend, in a grreat measure, the
kind of work the teacher may expect her
pupils to do for her. When she has carefully
selected her subject she will have a talk on it
with her pupils, giving them to understand
that they will be required to write about it
later on.  The teacher then writes the subject
and its main divisions, or outlines on the
black board and requires the pupils to
copy them into their exercise books.
This is done a few days previous
to the time allotted for the composi-
tion writing, that the children may have an
opportunity of tinding out all they can about
the subject. Ifthe teacher can soarrange it
as to have the compositions written in school
under her supervision, she will obtain better
results and will find less corrections to make
afterwards. But wherever they are written
the teacher should insist on having them done
neatly, and with ink if possible. It will be
found beneficial as well as pleasing to the
children to vary the composition exercises
frot time to time, allowing the pupils now
and then to choose their subjects, This will
work well, especially in a mixed school, as
it will give the boys an opportunity to de-
scribe some of their games or to tell about
some trade with which they are acquainted,
while the girls will describe the process of
making a loaf ot bread or some kind of pasty,
or setting a dining table, a tea table,etc. At
another time the teacher will find reproduc-
tion stories useful, so also transposing, par
phrasing and autobiographies. Another very
profitable exercise is the combination of
separate stataments into simple or complex
sentences, These, and other exercises of the
kind, will greatly increase the child’s voe:
ulary and improve his style of expression.
Frequent practice in composition writing is
of the utmost importance. Some teachers
are of the opinion that practice in writing,
even without correction, will work wonders,
What, then, may be said of the good resulting
from frequent practice, accompanied by
careful reading and criticism !

In conclusion, permit me to remark
that the teacher who has cultivated
a literary taste in her pupils and a love
for composition writing has conterred a ben-
efit upon them which cannot be over
estimated.

ASSISTANCE TO PUPILS.

A very important question and one that
must confront every successful teacher, is to
what extent ought I assist my pupils ?

Many teachers t as a matter of course
that they should assist their pupils whenever
called upon. If those teachers understand
what assistance to pupils is, then they are
right, they should assist them to the extent of
their ability.

But very much that is considered assist
ance to |m]\ils‘ is, insh-;|(|. of & istance, a
positive hindrance. A pupil is in school, not
for the purpose of ‘‘going through” his
arithmetic two or three times, nor for the
lmr{.mp of ** going through” hi,-'!ur_v., eog
raphy, ete., but the only reason he is there
studying these branches is for the purpose
of exercising and developing the God-given
faculties of the mind—reason and memory
and to accumulate facts on which these facul-
ties can operate.

There are two purposes for which a child
attends school : first to develop the faculties
of the mind ; second, to obtain knowledge.
Knowing, therefore, the end that the teacher
should aim at, we are in a position to

examine the questi “To what extent
shonld a teacher st her pupils,” which
assistance is the means to the end. Phych

ologists tell us that knowledge is obtained
and the mind developed by proceeding from
the clear to the obscure, from the known to
the unknown. Tokeep the pupil advancing
in conforming to this law of the mind is the
assistance that teachers should give pupils,
This law is violated, for instance, in arith-
metic. Letus suppose a pupil is beginning
something new. T'he first thing that meets
the eye is a rule, then a formula, then an
example worked out in conformity to the rule
and formula, The pupil proceeds to apply

the rule to a few examples that follow. Then
he comes to another rule and another
formula. Thus he proceeds from rule to

rule, and formula to formula, unti! he goes
through the arithmetic. When he is through,
after a year of labor and tedium, what has he
done to develop the faculties of the mind ?
Nothing. He has spent his time in vain
It is as though one should send a pupil to the
board and keep him multiplying five by six,
substracting seven, and dividing by two, etc,,
which wonl(‘i be only mechanical labor, and,
instead of helping the child, positively
hinder him. It hinders him because his
mind has been allowed to lie dormant, and
mental as well as physical strength dimin-
ishes from disuse,

Now let us suppose the pupil goes through
his arithmetic under the supervision of an
intelligent and competent teacher. 'The
first thing such a_teacher would do would
be to do away with rule and formula and
make the pupil able to formulate a rule of
his own. He thus would have a start, some-
thing clear. If he proceeds in this way he
conforms to the law of the mind, preceeding
from the clear to the obscure, from the known
to the unknown, When the pupil finishes
the arithmetic umder such assistance, his
reasoning powers have been strengthened,
knowledge has been ebtained, and natare
has not been violated.

The law of the developin
again vielated ia histery.
anes of a ssmpetent

of the mind is
ithout the aseist-

learn isolated facts without reference to ? timely offered must make conventions like

their connection to other facts, In such
mode of study the pupil is never clear, then
he can not proceed from the clear to the
obscure.

_One occasionally finds a pupil who can re-
cite pages of history verbatim, but wien
asked the meaning f ditlicalt words or
[;:lmﬂ:lum, he does not know. It is very ovi
dent that such a pupil has spent very much
time upon that subject, for he can recite
whole pages of it, and it is just as evident he
has learned nothing. He has violated the
law of mental growth.

The teacher’s legitimate assistance to such
a pupil would be to make him learn to
accustom himself to thinking and seeing re-
lations : with such a-sistance, he would very
soon study intelligently. 3

So we might go through the whole cata
logue of Mu‘aim, from the highest to the low
est, and the same law of mental growth that
the pupil proceed from the clear to the
otscure, from the known to the unknown,
should be the guiding star of the teacher.

Whenever the law of nature is violated the
ond is disaster, and it 1s true to mind as to
body.

So let the teacher assist the pupil to study
intelligently and effectively, making him
exercise his reason and memory, and not be
coached nor carried by rule nor formula: in
short, lead the child from the known to the
unknown, from the clear to the obscure,

The teacher, then, will have dome her duty,
and the pu\\il will have attained mental
strength and acumen,

" s s
OUR SEPARATE SCHOOLS - WEST-
ERN DTVISION.

Annual General Tmrk- by the In-

spector—Taken from the Report of
the Minister of Education, for 18592,

GENERAL SURVEY.

In this inspectorate there are 132 schools,
305 teachers and 13,613 enrolled pupils.  As
compared with last year these figures show
an increase of 5 schools, 11 teachers and 327

pupils, Walkerton and Chepstow, two im
portant additions to the list this year, hive
contributed largely to this incre, The

average cost per pupil, on the sis of the
enroliment for 1801, was $7.70, which, as 1 ex-
pected, is a decrease from the previous year,
No that, in all these very material points,
substantial improvement has been made,
slasses of all the teachers were visited
and examined within the year., This remark
does not refer to the Indian schools, which
are reported upon elsewhere,

NEW SCHOOLS,

Curious to say, this has been a *‘ city year”
for progress in the building line, just as last
year was chiefly a rural one. Toronto has
put up, in the Brockton district, a handsome
four - roomed brick school equipped with
every modern convenience. London has
erected two fine brick schools, wisely placing
one towards the northern and the other to
wards the eastern limits, thereby securing
small children against the hardships of a
ong journey. Brantford has given itselt
additional accommodation for one hundred
and fifty pupils by the erection in a conven-
ient part of the city of a twostory brick,
neat, snug and complete in all particulars,
St Catharines has 1eplaced the trame build
ing formerly used for the girls’ classes, by
a stately two-story brick, quite in keeping
with the excellent character of similar build
ings erected in that city of late years.
Niagara Falls has also shown its enterpris
vy abandoning its frame school and trans-
ferring its classes to a handsome and com
modious brick, recently erected. Rat Port-
age, though far from the centre of popula-
tion, has put itself abreast of the times by
constructing a new building that fuliy trebles
its former accommodations. Chepstow, too,
which began the year inits much-used frame
school, celebrated Columbus day in an
elegant brick, of which it may well feel
proud,

ACCOMODATIONS AND EQUIPMENTS,

Fully two thirds of the whole number of
buildings are of brick or stone, and with
three or four exceptions all are comfortable
and well kept. 1t was a pleasure to notice
that in most cases teachers and pupils took
pride in beautifying their class rooms with
simple but tasteful ornaments, a practice
which, in the cultivation of youthful taste,
looks to the future as well as to the present.
The backless bench and the clumsy long
desk have all but followed the entire disap-
pearance of the log school from this division,
and the two places that still retain these
primitive articles will oon exchange for
more sightly and comfortable furniture.
Other equipments are also, as a rule, quite
up to the mark. 'The usefulness of play-
grounds in general has been increased, but
some are still conspicuous for what, in my
opinion, is a serious defect— want of proper
means for the separation of the sexes. Am
herstburg and Stratford have each disp msed
with the building formerly used by the
senior boys’ department, and have provided
for all their pupils on the main premises :
the satisfactory results already attained by
this change have amply proved its wisdom.

THACHERS AND IPUPILS,

The teachers, as a body, are entitled to
unmeasured praise for faithful and effective
services during the year. ‘The increasing
importance given to the training of junior
classes is one of the most gratitying features
of the work; because, with other good eflects,
thorough teaching in the junior classes is
one of the bhest securities against the evils
of the cramming process, which «till lingers
fondly in more than one senior grade, In
this youthful stage also, the seeds of char-
acter take root, so that the teacher who
keeps in view the true ends of education
will not fail to cultivate the feelings of the
heart no less than the operations of the mind.

The limits of this summary do not permit
a detailed account of the standing of each
school ; bat, as this has been given in the
individual reports, it will be enough to
state here that in the matter of educational
efliciency the schools as a body are making
satisfactory progress,  With the cordial
co-operation of parents in all cases, | .nme'
say that even higher results can be obtained,
Parents who steadily strive to habituate
their children to studiousness and regular-
ity, contribute largely to make the work
of the teacher more efficacions and durable,
On the other hand, unwise parents often pull
down what even the most competent teacher
builds up.

While giving due attention to all ﬂ]ﬂ sub
jects on the school programme your inspec-
tor took oceasion to emphasize the teaching
of hygiene in urban, and agriculture in
rln‘uf schools, as heretofore theso subjects,
were, as a rule, taught to the “‘entrance
class " only.  Directions were also given in
every school to give increased promiinence
to the teaching of composition (including
letter writing and business forms), and to
giving suitable instruction in plain sewing
to girly’ classes on Friday afternoons.

SUMMER MEBETI S,

Teachers’ conventions this year were
numerous and important, As many as six of
these meetings took place in this Division at
which I had the plu:mn'n of being present.
One was held at Walkerton under the auspices
of the Sisters de Notre Dame, another at
Ambersthurg by the Sisters of the Holy
Names, a third at Toronto by the Brothers of
the Christian Schools, and three \\'l-rn_ln-l(l
by the Sisters of St. Joseph, at Hamilton,

those above-mentioned prolitic in good re

sults, inasmuch as they are capable of in-
ereasing the teacher’s knowle dyze, sharpen

ing his professional skill; and strengthening
his devotion to the noble cause of education.
There is no teacher so eflicient that his
efliciency can not be increasad,

THE COLUMBUS CELEBRATION,
Agrecably to the terms of the Minister's
ir v Columbus day  was  generally
observed by the schools of this division.
Returns received from the principal cities
and towns, and from M'\l‘l'.‘l[ rural sections,
show that teachors and pupi sentered into the
spirit of the celebration with a hearty good

will, nerally speaking, the exercises
were v umiform character— suitable ad
drosses, recitations, readings and songs, all

boaring upon  the character of Columbus,
his  famous achievement, and the great
resulfs that have flowed from it. Entertain
ing, interesting finstructive, and, in general,
not too demonstrative, these exercises wero
well caleulated to exert a wholesome in

fluence on the youth of the conntry, *What
ever makes the past or tuture predominate
over the present exalts in the scule of think

ing beings.”

- ENTRANCE BXAMINATIONS,

I'he cramming process (already referred
to) and its resultant evils will never, in my
opinion, disappear from the schools so long
as the nonteaching public continue to esti
mate the standing of a school and the ability
of its teacher by the number of its pupils that
pass the entrance «x minations.  Without
at all questioning their ra‘son d'etre, 1 pre

] 0 say that teaching solely with the
view of ssing pupils for these (or any
other) examinations, is a highly pernicious

0. Becanse, in most casos where this
wactice is continued the results sooner or
later will be (1) the majority of the pupils
mentally underfod ; (2) o a few filled up with
“kuowledge " no matter how serappy or
superficial so long as it serves prescnt pur
poses, and (3) the development of character
without which all teaching is delusive, utterly
disregarded. 1 need hardly say that the
truo criterion of professional worth is not
success in passing for examinations, but a
thoroughly taught * good all around " school.
Lot the public allow the teachers to take care
of evorything but making a specialty of ex
aminations, and examinations will then, ia
the very best way, tuke care of themselves.

<

ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO.

Special to the CATHOLIC RECORD,

’ The exercises of the Forty Hours’ Devotion
began at the church of Our Lady of Lourdes
on Sunday last.  Solemn High Mass was
celobrated beginning at 10 The choir,
led by Miss Sullivan, with s McElderry
as organist, rendered in a very finished stylo
Mozart’s First Mass in C, aided by a full
orchestra.  After the gospel His Grace Arch-
bishop Walsh delivered a sermon marked by
beauty ot diction, wealth of moral and
doctrinal trauth aud power of delivery.  He
gave a vivid and impressive picture of the
wfinity of God, the might of s power,
immgasurable as space and ctornity. e
then drew attention to the divine mercy
and condescension of this Suprema Being in
coming on earth as a little Child, living,
suflering, and dying as one ot ourselves.
The Son of God was not satisfied with doing
all this : His love for humanity prompted Him
to remain with us always, henco the greatest
of all His gifts— the Blessed Eucharist—in
which He is really and truly present on our
altars.  His Grace then gave an exhaustive
description of the circumstances connected
with Our Lord’s promise of that great gift
and His fulfilment of that promise at the last
supper, proving his statemen's with copieus
quotations from Holy Seripture. e them
showed how the apostles received the power
of perpetuating this sacrament, together with
their succe-sors. He closed with a short
oxplanation of the devotion and an exhorta
tion that the ecngregation would take advam-
tage of the special graces attached to it.

On the same day the members of the
Knights of St. John attended Muss at 8t.
Paul’s Church and received Holy Commun
ion. Itis the annual custom of this society

rm in a body their Paschal Duty en
md Sunday after Easter.  Some three

z

their hall on Adelaide street and march
church keeping step with the lively music of
their fife and drum band which preceded
them. ‘The members of the drill eorps pre
sented a tine appearance in their handsome
uniforms.

The annual entertainment of St. Paul's
Catholic Ladies’ Literary Society will take
Hxl:u'u‘ on next Thursday evening, 20th inst.
Judging from the mert of the ono of last
your and from the charaeter of the pre-
gramme 1 have before me, the public may
rely upon this one's being an unqualitied suc-
ress.  There will be a comedy, called Mar-
riage, a Lottery, a series of operatic selea-
tions preseuted by membors of the society
in appropriate costumes, and a number of
beautitul tableaux., NAT2,

-
TO IRELAND'S

FRIENDS.

The following call has been issued by the
executive officers of the National Federation
of America :

New York, Apri
FRIENOS OF IRELAND :The eri
Home Rule question now confronts us,  Mr
Gladstone  has  faithfully  redeemed  his
pledges,  Shall we keep ours?  Without

E
the continuous attend:nce of the Irish mem-
bers in the House of Commons Mr, Glad-
stone cannot win,

As members of Parliament receive no sal-
ary, the great majority of the Irish members
are not in a financial condition to give this
nec wy attendance.  We must meet this
difficulty, or the cause is lost. Through its
magnificent meoting at the Academy of
Music, New York has already spoken. It
now remains for you, friends of lreland, te
respond.

To muke this a success every city, towa
and hamlet should organize at once,

As the urgency is great, all subscriptions
from organizations or individuals should be
yromptly forwarded to the treasurer, Mr,
i'lugunu Kelly, at Room 22, Cooper Union.

DR, THOMAS ADDIS KMM President.

EueeNe Kenny, Treasurer.

JOHN BYRN

Chairman Board of Trustees,
Josuren P, RYAN, Secretary,
-

EDWARD BLAKE'S SPEECH

The Hon, Edward Blake’s second speech
in the House of Commons on the
Home Rule Bill was delivered Friday
night just before adjournment, in a fairly
full house. Mr. Blake specially dealt with
the recent speech, in_which Mr. T, W, Rus-
sell argued against the Bill on the strength
of his late visit to Canada.  Mr. Blake said
Mr. Russell, when in Canada had fallem
among Orangemen, whodid not beat, wound,
rob or despitefully use him, but received him
hospitably, and cramnged ixim full of things
ho was only too anxious to swallow, but Que-
bec experience showed that the fears ef
the Protestants of Ulster were illusory. The
Protestant minority of Quebec always had a
fair share, and generally more, in the gov-
ernment ot their country. He paid an elo-

Toronto and London respectively.

In general the business consisted of prac-
tical teaching lessons, essays, discussions,
readings and lectures. Nearly the whole of
this interesting work was done by the teach-
ors themselves, and at most of the con-
ventions every teacher present pnrfnru.\ml
s0me part in the programme. Besides being
also remarkable for a full atendance inevery
case, these conventions made themselves
admirable by the whole-souled interest that
the teachers took in the work that they had
in hand. The exercises were performed as
they would be every day in a well-regulated
sehool, and there was no attempt at mere
display, or in popular language, no ‘' play
ing for the grand stund.” The interehan

, the pupil wilt

l 1

honght and id the observatiea ef
o i ol etiass, masd fae imdly exiietemn

qent tribute to the tolerance and the
rights of the recognition of the minority
shown by Catholics in the Province, The
whole essence of the controversy was whether
to adopt a policy of trust and belief or a
policy of incredulity and despair. The
speech was well listened to by the whole
ouse, Mr. Gladstone following it with the
closest attention, Mr, Blake was much more
at ease than on the first occasion, and though,
owing to the lateness of the hour, the press
comment is slight, the general verdict fia
highly favorable. The Chronicle says : *' &
was a roally remarkable piece of reason-

ing.” The Daily News says: ' Mr. Blaka

showed himself again the inferior of no
in the House in vigor of mind, power e
‘pression or &uwb‘p of -unlntE
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