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FATHER FRASER’S 
LETTERS FROM 

CHINA

8taled lnthe Bible, but the teaching on God 
and the relation of the universe to 
Him unmistakubljr affirma création. 
If He la the beginning and the 
of all thinge," if aa Saint Paul aaya 
all thinge elee are from Him and bv 
Him and in Him. if He la, aa the 
leal mist telle ua, the abeolute and 
independent Sovereign, it la quite 
obvioua that God ia the Creator of 
all thinge eflnite. We read in Gene- 
ala that ln the beginning God creat
ed heaven and earth." Some have 
tried to read into the word created 
a different meaning from that of the 
Church. The common opinion of 
all Biblical ecbolara ia that the 
peculiar verb uaed in the text muet 
mean that God brought the univeree 
into being out of nothing and not 
out of a formleea matter that la 
eternal. The Father and Doctora of 
the Church throughout all the agee 
of Christianity have explicitly taught 
thia idea of the creation of the uni
veree. It ia true that there are a 
few amblguoue expreeelona in the 
works of Origan and Tertullian, but 
they are more than overbalanced by 
other unmistakable declarations of 
these same writers.

From a purely rational view there 
is no other way to adequately solve 
the exietenoe of the univeree save by 
an act of creation. The materialist 
would have that Ihemattercf which the 
univeree composed ia self existing 
What ia self existing must be eeeen 
tially necessary, immutable and in
finite. The matter of which the 
world ia made is not 
There is no intrinsic

industries and the yearly drain on 
the population by emigration, there 
Br® ■'111 in Ireland four and a half 
million people, and that the major- 
ity of them still adhere to their old 
religion. Such tenacity to faith is, 
1 believe, almost unexampled in the 
history of the whole world.—Augus
tine Birrell.
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Home Bank» CanadaThere can be no doubt that at the 
close of the third Christian 
Roman and Catholic 
allied that they 
identical.
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Wo are now giving to our readers 

some of the Father Fraser’s letters 
whioh for one reason or another were 
not published at the time they 
received. These realistic pictures of 
active Chinese missionary 
are, we believe, well calculated to 
stimulate interest in the later and 
still more important phase of Cana
dian participation in the glorious 
work of the conversion of China to 
which Father Fraser is 
secreting his energy and hie zeal 
enlightened by a rich experience.

■■eiillipa

con lie no doubt that the 
Roman Catholic Church of our day is 
tbe heir of unbroken descent to the 
Roman Catholic Church of the second 
century and that it is justified In 
using the name ‘ Catholic ' as the 
name of the Chutoh, aa well as the 
name Roman.' "—Dr. Briggs
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London’s... „ popular Exhibition, the
Western Fair, will be held this year 
from September 6th to the 13th. 
Prlze .'let e“t*y forms, hangers 
and other advertising matter will 
soon be ready to mail.

Although the wet weather of last 
year was the cause of great loss and
disappointment the
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t KBN„nEv™c0ANN’ — °“ Monday 
June 80tb, at St. Michael's Cathedral 
Toronto, by the Rev. A. J. O'Brien,
Kennedy”*8*0 McCann to A°«aB

. , Catholic-Mission
Taichowfn, China, Nov 18, 1917.

My dear Friends—Accept my 
heartfelt fchanki for the many saori- 
floes yon made daring this year in 
sending me alms to keep my mission 
from bankruptcy. May Our Lord 
reward yon generously and grant all 
your intentions 1

Last Saturday I set out for Da Zle 
to celebrate the Sunday and also 
inspect a lot I recently bought for 
the erection of a church.

On arriving in the afternoon after 
a twenty miles journey 1 was sorry 
to bear that one of the Catholics of 
the town had died early that very 
morning without the Sacraments 

but,” they added “ strange to say, 
he is still warm." 1 hastened to hie 
bedside and gave him conditional 
absolution and when my mission 
box arrived an hour later he being 
still warm though the day was very 
oold I administered extreme unction. 
His eyes whioh were glazed and open 
up till then slowly closed and the 
body gradually became cold. They 
tben told me the whole story The 
poor man had lain fifty days on his 
bed of sickness, always desiring the 
priest, but being very poor and the 
other inmates of bis home pagans, 
like the man in the Gospel who had 
no man to place him in the pool 
after the moving ol the waters, had 
no means of sending for him. How 
earnestly he prayed for the priest’s 
coming ! Ha would spend hours re
peating the only prayers he knew 
His pagan daughter asked him what 
ha was mnrmnring and he answered 

I am too weak to explain. I am 
saying the Lord's prayer.” Friday 
the day before hie death, she gave 
him some soup but calling to mind 
the precept of abstinence he spat it 
ont and ordered her to rinse his 
month several times. He heard that 
the priest was to come the next day 
and was overjoyed, but he said ■ “ I 
am afraid I cannot last till then and I 
will be lost, dying without the sacra
ments. Be sure and clean up the 
house for the priest’s visit. Any old 
rags wiil do for my inner garments' 
but let my outer clothes be 
I am going into the 
Father and be

management is 
not at all discouraged, but is making 
active preparations for the largest 
and best exhibtion ever held in 
London. The prize list, which is a 
very liberal one, has been adjusted 
by the Committees in charge of the 
different departments and will be 
““““ “f Rreat interest ^intending 
Exhibitors. A copy of this, with 
entry form required, will be 
moiled to any address on application 
to the Secretary, A. M. Hunt, General 
Cilices, Dominion Savings Buildincs 
London, Ontario. *
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necessary, 
reason for its 

exietenoe. It is definitely deter- 
mined in extension and space. It is 
not immutable for we cm see 
changes in it on all sides. It de 
pends upon the natural forces and 
therefore -not absolute as a self- 
existent being must be. There 
be no question that it is finite 
cause we ourselves can limit its 
extension. It the natural forces 
were infinite there could be no 
change.

These scientists have argued back 
by a process of evolution to the 
original atom. When they reach 
that atom they cannot explain 
whence it came. If it was eternally
active it would be older than geolo- Saturday evening, Jane 7th
gists themselves claim. II this atom one ot the oldest and most respected 
«■ °ot entered with an eternal residents of Lanark County was call- 
aotivity by what process or power ®d by tbe Angel of death. Eighty 
did it become active ? It must have fTout yearB and seven months ago 
beoome active either by some power Jam6B Quinn was born on the farm 
î?aî waB ÿ Itaalf or some power 0“Jhi?h he BPect the whole period 
that existed before it. If the power °f his long life. The deceased was 
of motion was intrinsic the scientist v?.ry much beloved and respected by 
does not explain how these different oU who knew him and those who 
elements became separated into their ,were Privileged to know him best 
various species in kind and number, loved him most. For some years he 
i° Bay ta»* tae original atom was ”ae councillor of Lanark. Hie wife 
etarted in motion by some external f llzabeth McNaughton, died about 
cause means that there Is a God. fifteen years ago, while his family of

J.o put the whole question in a ®laven children all survive him 
few words: The scientist that does ?’hey are : Thomas and Patrick, on 
not believe in a Creator must ex tae homestead : Mrs. Hugh McDonald 
plain not only the origin of the uni- °f Drummond, William of Ferguson’s 
verse from the atom but must equally Falle' Mrs- Patrick Murphy of Balder- 
expiain both the atom and the power 'on' JameB E- of Edmonton, John and 
that started it in motion towards . anb- who reside on farms adjoin- 
the process of evolution ; he must m8 the homestead; Sisters M. James 
explain the constant and universal ?nd M’ Edward, Sisters of Charitv 
order that we find in the formation Fin*gtoD' and Charles of Chaplean 
of the earth, he cannot attribute it 9nt' The bereaved family have the 
to chance ; he must explain by what alncere sympathy of their many 
process theae atoms assembled in ftI6nds a°d acquaintances who real- 
the present particular order and not iza tlle Io8B they have sustained in 
in some other order. his death.

When we say that God created all The funeral took place at Fer- 
things we do not deny that there ?nBon e Pails and was both large and 
may have been a process of evolu- impressive, the remains being borne 
turn. It is not claimed that the to theit ,aBt resting place by hie six 

nx days” mentioned in Genesis are a0°e' testifying to the sincere sym- 
days as we understand them or nec- pathy oI the many friends of the be- 
essarily specific parts of time. The teaved family.
Catholic Biblical scholars are allowed 
the widest liberty in interpreting the 
meaning of the “ six days.” The one 
point is that God is “ the Creator of 
heaven and earth.’’

M
REV. MOTHER CLARE COSTER

The many friends in and „ 
LondOD, will regret to hear of the 
death of Mother Clare Coster, after a 
severe illness at the Convent of the 
S.cred Heart, Saolt Aux Recollets, 
Montreal on Friday 11th instant. 
Mother Coster was widely known 
and much beloved, especially by her 
old pupils of the Sacred Heart Con- 
vent, Quesns Avenue, London, Ont. 
where she spent several years. Tbe 
Requiem Service was held and inter
ment took place at the Convent at 
the Sault. Requiescat in
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TARRAGONA
neat, as 

presence of my 
sure to place my 

crucifix and other articles of devo-
,or,ear ‘hey shonltl 

fall into the hands of pagans and be 
desecrated. At midnight he died to
ssrr. suites;
me. ta go back, that I could not 
enter. (It was the flret time I 
heard of a Christian calling God by 
that name. They call Him Lord of 
Heaven.) Towarde dawn he again 
went into an agony, died and became 
oold, but on my arrival warmed 
again whioh, as I said above, induced 
me to administer the last sacra 
meats. I firmly believe Our Lord 
heard his prayer and did not allow 
hie soul to depart until purified. He 
w»e a good man and very faithful to 
the church ever since his conversion 
from paganism a few yeara ago. He 
never miseed Mass or Communion 
when the priest came to his town 
always came to Taichowfn for the 
big leasts and on ordinary Sundays 
recited the prayers in common with 
the other Christians in the 
lofts whioh 
he rest in peace.
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WHAT IT MEANS TO 
BE A CATHOLIC Anol.C",'er; °"» f teneh a little Frenc h preferredOttala OmK,alary 10 R- J-Snniih. R. R. Ve ,.. -. , Many doctors

of the Church following, the teaching 
of Saint Augustine, hold that the six 
daye signify nothing more than a 
succession in the order in which the 
creative works were manifested to 
the angels. The eminent exegete 
hnabenbauer shows that “ there is 
an evolution which is in perfect 
agreement with the Christian 
ception of the universe."

The question resolves itself into 
the following few facte. From the 
Bible, the constant belief of the 
Jewish people, the universal teeti- 
mony of the Fathers of the Chrietlan 
Church, backed up by the argument 
from pure reasons, we must believe 
that the universe was brought into 
existence by eome Eternal Creative 
power. Against that we find the un
supported hypotheses of a compara
tively few scientists. Those who do 
not believe in the creation of the 
universe have not established their 
proposition.

Assumption 
College

8128-1
There aie many Catholics who do 

not realize how very generous God 
has been to them. They do not ap- 
preciate the fact that in giving us 
the gift of faith, He has given us the 
greatest gift He can give ue in this 
life. Having this faith we are mem- 
bars of the true Church established 
by our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
Church is the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church— yesterday, today and the 
same forever." Christ abides with 
this Church. Through tlis Church 
He teaches us the truths revealed by 
God, and which we are required by 
Him to accept and believe. The sub
stance of these truths is found in 
the .Apoi ties’ Creed. Through the 
Churoh He explains to us what are 
our duties toward God, our neighbor 
and oureelvee. These duties are con- 
tamed in the Commandments of God 
and the Church. Moreover, He has 
made Hie Church the dispenser of 
spiritual strength to help ue serve 
God as He would have us serve Him. 
i hie strength cornea to us principally 
through prayer and participation in 
the Sacraments. As Catholics, there
fore, we know what is right in the 
matter of faith and morale. Besides 
this we have the means of persever
ing in the friendship of God, or of re
gaining it, if, unfortunately, we have 
lost it through the commission of sin 

Do you ever think what a wonder
ful privilege it is to be a Catholic ? 
Do you realize that there are thou 
sauds of men and women outside the 
true Church, men and women who in 
many ways are better than you and 
I, who are ignorant of revealed truth 
who ore unsupported by the Sacra-’ 
ments ? Thank God that He has 
made yon a member of the true 
Churoh 1 Strive earnestly to live up 
to her teachings. Sometimes we 
hear it said that such and suoh a one 
waa a Catholic, but that he has lost 
the faith. My friend, no man ever 
loBes the faith : but God, seeing 
that some to whom it has been given 
are unworthy of it, takes it from 
them and gives it to others.—Cath- 
olio Bulletin.
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study of the professions and spec
ially designed for students prepar
ing for the priesthood. H

HI? a StCH9°L COURSE, fitting 
students for matriculation into 
Canadian and American universities 

COMMERCIAL COURSE, equip
ping students for a business career 

PREPARATORY COURSE for 
younger boys.
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2126-8(Rev. B. X, O’Reilly)
Some forty yeare ago Thomas 

Henry Huxley the English biologist, 
completed hie theory of human life. 
The scientific werld accepted it as 
the last lesson and has since worked 
on hie thought that the whole uni
verse ia a great big machine running 
with absolute regularity, producing 
fixed types but working without the 
hand of any engineer. From the 
professor of natural history in Aber
deen University oomee a volume 
which completely upsets the general
ly accepted theory of Hexley. The 
professor shows it to be groundless 
hypothesis unsupported by facts and 
wholly inadequate to explain the laws 
of the universe or the secret of hu
man life.

Belief “ in God the Creator of 
heaven and earth" is the basis of 
all raligioua and theological truth. 
It underlies all the other truth con- 
earning God. The proposition that 
God is the absolute primary source 
ol all ether reality, in itself though 
not in the order of onr attainment 
is also the first philosophical truth] 
The Fourth Leternal Council defined 
that Ged is the sole principle of all 
things visible and invisible, the 
Creater of all.” This doctrine is 
plainly taught in the Holy Scripture 
In Ieaiae we read, “I am the Lord 
that makes all things and there is 
none with Me.” That the universe 
was created out of nothing is not so
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raised diffloult objections but all of 
them have been satisfactorily an 
ewered. The fault of science during 
the past century wae that it at
tempted to explain the universe with
out taking God in its calculations. 
It analysed down to the atom but it 
was forced to admit that it could 
not explain the atom. It diaeected 
and analysed the human body down 
to its very elements, but it could 
not construct from these elements 
a living, thinking man. The eoien- 
tistB of today, more honest than 
those of the last century, admit that 
an attempt to explain the universe 
without God was a failure. It was 
built on hypotheses without a shred 
ol foot to support them.
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St. Joseph. From the French of Abbe Boullen.
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IRISH FAITH

“ *fter atudying Ireland for 
years, the main feeling left in my 
mind is how, after all the fighting 
and revolution and confiscation and 
menace, after all the penal laws and 
famines and the wars and coercion 
aots, after the destruction of native
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