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The Iroquois at
Caughnawaga.

Rev. P. J. Cormican, S. J., Boston 
College, WritesMost Interestingly 
of Visit to Reservation.

There is an Indian reservation near 
Montreal which is about ns interest
ing for American tourists as any
thing I have met since I left the 
United States. It is called Caugh
nawaga, and it is situated on the 
southern hank at the St. Lawrence, 
opposite the village of Lacmne, and 
not far above the Lachine Rapids.

The village of Caughnawaga was 
founded by the Jesuits in X667. The 
first missionaries who came to work 
iM»mng the Iroquois, observing the 
difficulties . which beset the new
converts among their pagan kins
men and tribesmen, saw at cnee that 
the best way to fortify them against 
persecution and to insure their per
severance would be to isolate them 
completely. In the spring at 1667, 
Father Rafieix, S.J., met a party 
of Indians near Montreal and invit
ed them to settle on land belonging 
to the Jesuits at Laprairie, opposite 
Montreal on the southern banks of 
the St. Lawrence. The Indians «con
sented, and they were so pleased 
with the result that they invited 
their relations and friends to come 
and live with them. As a matter 
of fact, several did come. They were 
mainly converts, or people who 
wished to be converted. An extra
ordinary piety and fervor marked 
these new Christians, and the rarest 
virtues flourished in that new church 
under the action of divine grace. 
Contemporary historians never tire 
of praising the sincere piety, the fer
vor and mortification of these neo- 
pbytes. The most striking and 
beautiful things that have been said 
about the Reductions of Paraguay 
could with equal truth be applied (to 
Caughnawaga. Everything in the 
village was regulated by the sound 
of the bell as in a monastery. At 
oarly morning, even in winter, the 
Indians made their way to , çhurch, 
Sunday and weekday, and often ar
rived before the doors were open. 
■They usually attended several masses 
And returned frequently during the 
day -to pray before the Blessed Sa
crament. After some years .had 
passed at Laprairie, the missionaries 
saw that contact with the white 
people in the vicinity would be pre
judicial to their flock, and according
ly they decided to transfer the set
tlement a few miles farther up the 
river near the rapids of Lachine.

It was at this nçw site that Ca
therine Tekawitha, the saintly mai
den who is styled “The Lily of the 
Mohawks” lived and died. Her In
dian name denotes one who removes 
the obstacles from our path, and 
it has reference to her intercessory 
power as patroness of her people. 
Though born a pagan in the country 
of the Mohawks, in the present State 
of .New York, she was preserved in a 
marvellous way from all the dangers 
which would naturally have tarnish
ed her pure soul. Even before hear
ing of Christianity and the value 
which it sets upon virginity, she de
cided every proposal of marriage 
and led a life truly angelic. Her 
privileged soul was therefore well 
prepared to receive the light of 
faith, and as soon as she had heard 
the gospel explained by the first 
missionary to the Mohawks, she ask
ed to be baptized. The ordinary 
trials of new converts were not ne
cessary in her case, and she was soon 
received into the Church. From that 
moment she seemed to belong rather 
to heaven than to earth, and in a 
few years she attained the highest 
Christian perfection. After her 
death a great number of miracles 
were wrought at her tomb, and pil
grimages came regularly, even down 
to the present day, to honor that 
fumble child of the forests. In 
peaking of the chaste Indian mai
den I shall have a popular topic, 
fofr the Iroquois venerate her, and 
speak of her as a saint.

The settlement near the Lachine 
Rapid» did not prove to be perman
ent. The land became impoverished 
by the "repeated planting of Indian 
corn, the Iroquois moved, from place 
to place, and finally, in 1716, they 
reached the présent site of Caughna- 
wage There the missionaries built 
« church and .parochial residence, 
both of stone. Tft the course of 
time the church became too small, 
and in 1846 ft was replaced by the 

i edifice. The original pree- 
r ds jtyill standing, and is in a 
state of preservation. It has 

* for a longer or shorter po
ny a distinguished Jesuit,

he wrote part of his immortal his
tory. The church and residence .con
tain several other precious souvenirs 
of the past, many of which were 
given by the ladies of the Court of 
Louis XIV., who seemed to rival 
one another in equipping churches for 
the converted Indians.

The most conspicuous object of 
their bounty is the main altar. It 
is a beautiful piece of work, made of- 
carved wood, about fifteen feet high; 
and is still well preserved. Another 
relic is an os tensor i um of massive
silver wrought by hand. An in
scription at the base gives the name 
of the donors and the date of the 
donation as follows: “Claude Pré
vost, formerly alderman of Paris, 
and Elizabeth Legendre have given 
me to the Rev. Jesuit Fathers to 
honor God in their first church of 
the Iroquois—1668.“ This ostenso-
rium has been in use since the com
mencement of the mission and it 
•the only one which has been em
ployed to bless the Iroquois at Be
nediction. The engravings are spe
cimens of delicate workmanship. 
There are also other pious articles 
which were donated in the same way 
such as the sanctuary lamp and 
chadices. One of the chalices, which 
is tOf gold, was given by the Em
press Eugenie, wife of Napoleon HI. 
The pictures which adorn the church 
are^the gift of Charles X., King of

But there is one thing in particu
lar which deserves more fi-hAP pass
ing mention. There are two large 
bells In the Church tower, one of 
which was given by George III., 
King of England, and the other by 
a king of France. The latter has a 
very interesting history, but .unfor
tunately it is now impossible to 
distinguished fact from fiction, as the 
authentic documents have been lost. 
The tradition about the French bell 
is this: When it was on its way 
to Canada, .the vessel which carried 
it was captured by the English, who 
were then at war wiith the French. 
The bell was .first taken to Boston 
and afterwards .transferred to Beer- 
field, Mass., where it was used for 
Protestant services. The minister, 
knowing that the inscription on the 
bell might, sooner .or later, lead to 
its identification, and compromise its 
wrongful owners, took care to have 
the inscription completely erased. 
The work of erasing, however, is 
still visible. Meanwhile, the Iro
quois were anxiously awaiting their 
bell, and when they learned its fate, 
they swore to regain possession of 
their treasure by might or craft, by 
fair means or foul. With that aim 
in view, a number of these Indian 
warriors enlisted in the service of 
the French, marched to Deerfield, 
sacked the town, massacred the 
inhabitants, took their bell and car
ried it back to Caughnawaga in trl-1 
umph. Since that time it has serv
ed to call the Indians to prayer. 
The bell may be seen and examined 
by any .enterprising tourist who is 
willing to climb several steep lad
ders, to break his hat or his head, 
and to bring back to earth a load 
of cobwebs as a souvqpir of his dar
ing.

The residence at Caughnawaga con
tains a large number of old manu
scripts, the work of former mission
aries. Among them I noticed a col
lection of Iroquois hymns with mu
sic, a series of instructions on the 
Creed, on the nommwrwtmowfn and 
the Gospels, and finally an unpub
lished dictionary of Iroquois-French 
and French-Iroquois written by a 
missionary who had a thorough 
knowledge of the language. Unfor
tunately, the work is not complete, 
and it will be hard to find one to 
complete it. The language is ex
tremely difficult for strangers, and 
to master it is the work of a life
time. Every word seems to be con
jugated or declined, and even pre
positions and conjunctions have a 
dozen different forms which vary 
with the context. The white man 
who knows the language best at the 
present time is a former cure of 
Caughnawaga, Monsieur Forbes. He 
is employed as interpreter on solemn 
leasts or special occasion», such as 
occurred the other aay when the 
Coadjutor Bishop of' Montreal or
dained & young Jesuit, who came 
here from France to devote hie life 
to the Indians. • But I shall bave 
more to say on this subject pre
sently.

I had almost forgotten the modt re
markable souvenir or relic to be

th*

dors when the Iroquois church was 
destroyed by a hurricane, and it still 
recalls to the savage breast two
lessons: “Build your church and
cleave to the Cross; avoid the two
serpents, impurity and intemper
ance."

After the death of Father Huguet, 
S.J., in 1788, the Indians of Caugh
nawaga were deprived of their re
gular missionary. The priests of the 
vicinity came from time to time to 
administer baptism, or to marry the 
living -and to bury the deao. The 
loss of * their missionaries and the 
political troubles which accompanied 
the downfall of French power in 
Canada had a baleful effect on the 
character of the Indians. It requir
ed long years of toil to tame them 
anew, and to make them obedient to 
and docile, children of the Church. 
After the departure of the .Tesuits, 
the mission- was attended by secular 
priests at first and afterwards by 
the Oblates, and finally, in 1902, 
the Jesuits -.were recalled to occupv 
a post which was replete with me- 
nories of their ancient missionaries. 
The people- themselves are descend
ants of the MohaWks, who murdered 
Father Jogues. But in this case, 
as in so many others, the martyr's 
blood has been the seed of Christi
anity, and • the ' Indians of Caughna
waga at the present day are model 
Christians. However, there are only 
a few of them who can boast of 
pure "Indian blood, as they have 
largely Intermarried with the whites. 
Many of the names are of undoubted 
French origin, but many others, such 
as Williams, Dick, McCormick, Kane 
O'Dowd, Flynn and" Murphy, are pure 
Indian.
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SL George’s 
Baking Powder

—the baking yowder ,tkat. makes 
the beet Bread—flic whitest Biscuits 
—the fittest Cake and Pastry— 
you ever saw."

“Order » can NOW—so you will 
be rare to have ST. GEORGE’S 

baking.”
Writs for fret copy of our mtw^CoatoJBook.

National Drag A Chemical Coxot 
Canada Limited, Montreal.

WHY HE LIKED ADE.
One one Ade.
A young man was sitting in a 

barber shop looking at a magazine, 
when an old farmer, with little 
knowledge or appreciation of liter
ary people, stepped up behind his 
chair and looked over his shoulder.

‘Who's them ?“ he inquired, point
ing to a group of portraits.

Well known authors and play
wrights," was the reply.

“Humph!" ejaculated the farmer, 
contemptuously. “Jist writin’ fel
lers, eh?" Thfen he caught sight of 
George Ade's long, solemn face, and 
his eyes lit up.

“That's the one I like," he said 
with decision, putting his finger on 
Mr. Ade’s mournful countenance.

"Oh, yes; nearly every one likes 
George Ade," agreed the young 
man. "His humorous writings are

"Don't know nothin’ ’bout his. 
writin', but I like his face."

"Why so?"—curiously.
" ‘Cause he's the only feller thet 

looks like he was sorry for what 
he’d done.”—Lipplncott's Magazine.

Bell Tel. Malta 1817.
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BETWEEN CANADA 
A UNITED STATES

At a conference recently held 
at Washington between pos
tal representatives of the 
United States and Canada, the 
postage on newspapers pas
sing from Canada to the Sta
tes was • not only increased to 
sixteen times the former rate, 
but it was decided to make 
Canadian publishers affix 
stamps to the papers instead 
of paying on bulk weight as 
formerly, This necessitates 
an increase in the subscription 
price of THE-TRUE WITNESS 
to subscribers in the United 
states to 81.60 instead of $1.00 
per year, as formerly.

Oar friends in the United 
States will kindly take notice 
when sending subscriptions 
and renewals.
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all kinds promptly attended to. fi
nished. Postal orders attended to.

IS Paris St* Point St. Charles.

McMahon,
Real Estate Agent

Properties Bought and Sold, 
Rente Collected. Loans and 
Mortgagee Negotiated.

Old and troublesome properties token j 
charge of at guaranteed payments

JAMES M. McMAHON
Real Estate Agent ■

20 St. James Street.

tog 8 and 26, not reserved, may be 
homesteaded by any person who la 
the sole head of a family, or any 
male over 18 years of age, to the 
extent of onoquarter motion of 100 
acres, more or lew.

Entry must be made personally at 
the local land office for ttje. district 
to which the land I» situate.

Entry by proxy may, however, be 
made on certain condition» by the 
father, mother, eon, daughter, bro
ther or sister of an intending homes
teader.

The homesteader is required to per
form the condition» connected there
with under one of the following

< 1 ) At least six months’ residence 
upon and cultivation of the land In 
each year for three yean.

(9) If the father (or mother, if 
the father la deceased) of the home
steader resides upon a farm In the 
vicinity of the land entered for, the 
requirements as to residence may be 
satisfied by such person residing 
with the father or mother.

(8) If the settler has his penna
nt residence upon farming land

I [owned by him In the ;
*'B •■"Ikfc-Jii

Six
, midi

Frank E. McKenna |
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Montreal.
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CHAPTER IX—The 1 
Katherine. ’

jp, Sherwood was to 
’ gùnoet » hePPy 

Mtent-hy thte sudden r 
wheel. *» it wwe- 

most hoped for 
«pas». But, 10» til 
^ttoeir "hoietnutto 
Jhinm as wealth and fa 
XlLui to find the apptei 

for dust and aalu 
l00fto her that the atten 
ïïcwele and their train 
-oted; it was to her huet 
H! simple and inexperien 

What did it meant 
world g°tog mad ? With 
S the husband of the 
riiaive woman in town,
Katharine and »etin* “ 
rmind a long-loet dau 
W™ Pereivel and Ferdi 
baeging on her words, a 
Sa St. John flutterin, 
Ite a delighted tolttotfly 
Indeed, seem to Mre Shei 
Katharine was getting 
than she deserved. She 
understand why eo muc 
should be shown to a me 
«d young woman out of 
and she felt a. certain 

it which waa akin
She remembered, too, tht 
had expressed at the nanSi®'»d was furious 
SJght ol it. Why had
permitted her to remain
ror ? She could not 
Katharine's simplicity; sh 
silence on that occasion d 
deliberate intention to b 
ent. There was no douI 
the completeness of Kath 
cial success, however I 
people go in droves, and 1 
around her was soon sur 
other groups, all desirous . 
a person to whom all the 
paying so much attention 

Now, if Mother Ursula 
8ent, would have been the 
she would have been most 
for her pupil. She believ 
Katharine’s devotion wouJ 
mented by adversity; but 
greatest danger to her w< 
from prosperity or that lu: 
produces artificial views o 
destroys all natural feeling 
real fervor.

To tell the truth, Kathi 
pleased with the evident ii 
everybody to be kind to l 
was not by any means ov- 
by it, because she had no 
Mrs. Sherwood's point of 
Mrs. Fercival's estimate of 
of social position. Lady 
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dy Singen,” whom she hat 
met in thè flesh. The si: 
kept her simple and honei 
free from all snobbishness 
ed Mr. and Mrs. Percival, 
been kind to her during In 

journey on the train, and 
glad to show it. She w 
specially interested in the y 
but as they appeared to b< 
of the Percivals and of hi 
“Biddy,” she was pleased

Mrs. Percival was t 
and displeased. Kathari 
a certain place in hei 
ever since the scene of 
in the train. Besides, 1 
had troubled her somew 
■of her callousness an 
state of feeling which 
point of view had indu* 
sired, above all things, 
ihusband should become 
She loved him very tn 
standing a habit of qui 
him over all sorts of t 
knew that he was rest 
happy about religious 
knew, too, that her d 

would be more serene il 
were united in religion, 

uneasy feeling that 
aess had something to d 
in8 him out of the Chu 
was only an uneasy fee 

■conviction. She had 
placed beyond his reach 
Catholic of their acquai: 
whom he had shown a 
had been much struck h 
IP one of the Archbisho 
Preached at the Cathedi 
Sunday alter she had me 
He had said very strong] 

» manner that 
Words a deeper meaning 
could possibly have in 
«“mplo was more fore" 
«Pt. that a life taugi 
mere Words, and Mrs.
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