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The Encyclical to Hie Italian
iT i . ŒŒB.A.l^TSX.j^^.TXOJfcT

Venerable Broth ers, Health 
and Apostolic Blessing :
The firm resolution We made at the 

outset of Our Pontificate to conse
crate to the work of restoring all 
things in Christ whatever strength 
the Lord in His goodness has pleased 
to grant us, awakens in Our heart 
great confidence in the powerful 
grace of Uod, without which it is not 
given to us here below to undertake 
anything great, or fruitful for the 
salvation of souls. At the same 
time Wq feel more than ever the 
urgent need, in this noble enterprise, 
of your united and Constant aid, 
.Venerable Brothers, who have been 
called to a share in Our pastoral of
fices as also the need of the aid of 
each of the clergy and of the faithful 
entrusted to your care. For all of 
us in the Church of God have been 
called to form that one body whose 
head is Christ—that body which, as 
toe Apostle Paul teaches (Eph.. iv. 
16) "is compacted and fully joined 
together, by what every joint sup
plied, according to the operation in 
the measure of every part, maketh 
Increase of the body unto the edify
ing of itself in Charity.” In this 
edifying of the body of Christ (Eph. 
iv„ 13), Our first duty is to teach 
and point out the right method to 
be followed, to propose the means 
for doing this and to admonish and 
ethnrt paternally.

* * *
At the same time it is the duty of 

Cur dearly beloved children, scatter
ed throughout the world, to receive 
Our words and make them efllcacious, 
first, in their own persons, and then 
aiterwards to aid in making thorn ef
ficacious among others, each one do
ing this according to the grace re- 
«feed from God, and in a manner 
hitting his station in life and the 
■wiai duties he has tp per
form, All this according to the zeal 
toot inflames his heart.

|.V * * »

Here We wish to call attention 
only to those manifold works of zeal 
«or toe good of the Church, of 
«to‘y. and of individuals, usually 
Haesifled under the name of the Co- 
tool.c Social Movement. These works 
»y toe grace of God are flourishing 
« all places and abound in our own 

y. Vou, Venerable Brothers,’win 
™“ly understand how deer they 
“st be to Us and how ardently We 
«“«to see them strengthened and 
rV8loped- On several occasions We 

’*■ “ P^sohal conversation, spoto- 
to many of you. about these works
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divine mission that 1B excluded from 
it. One can easily see the necessity 
for the co-operation of individuals in 
this great work for the sanctifioa- 
tion of our eouls as well as for the 
diffusion and the ever-increasing ex
tension of the kingdom of God in in
dividuals, in the family, and in so
ciety, each striving to procure, „ 
cording to the measure of his caper 
city, the good of his neighbor by the 
propagation of revealed truth, by 
the exercise of Christian virtue, by 
works of charity and mercy, spiritual 
as well as corporal. This is that 
"walking worthy of God” to which 
St. Paul exhorts us, "in all things 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the know
ledge of God” (Coloes I, 10).

In addition to these benefits there 
are taany others pertaining to the 
natural order which are not directly 
bound up with the mission of the 
Church, but which flow from that 
mission as a natural consequence.

* * *
Such is the light ot Catholic ic- 

velation that it sheds itself brilliant
ly on every science; such the force of 
the maxims of the gospel that the 
precepts of the natural law are more 
firmly rooted and grow in strength: 
such, in fine, is the efficacy of tho 
truth and the moral doctrine taught 
by Jesus Christ, that the material 
well being of the individual, of the1 
family, and of human society is pro
videntially supported and promoted.

* * *
The Church, even while preaching 

Jesus Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block and a folly in the eyes of the 
worid, has become the chief Inspira
tion and support of civilization, and 
has diffused it wherever her apoatlee 
have preached, preserving and per
fecting all that was good of the an
cient pagan civilizations, rescuing 
from barbarism and moulding in the 
forms of civil society the primitive 
people who flocked :ur refuge, to her 
maternal bosom, and g*,ing to the 
whole structure of society, gradually 
indeed but securely and with ever 
growing impetus, that marked im
press which it possesses even still.

* * *
The Civilization of the world is 

Christian civilization. The more dis
tinctively Christian it continues to 
be, the more teal and lasting and 
fruitful will it be. The farther it 
removes itself from the Christian idea 
the great» will be jte decline, tp 
the immense Injury of social welfare. 
Hence, from the very nature of 
things, the Church became in fact 
the guardian and defend» of Chris
tian civilization. In bygone 
this fact was recognized and admit
ted, and .it still form, the enduring 
basis of civil legislation.

* * *
On this fact w»e based the rela

tions between the Church and the dif- 
fwent States, the; public recognition 
of the authority of the Church in all 
matters that in any way relate to 
conscience, the subordination of all 
the laws of the State to the divine 
laws of the gospel, the concord of 
the two powers, Church and state, 
in procuring the temporal welfare of 
the people la such a way that their 
eternal welfare should not be inter
fere! with.

♦ ♦ *
^ There is no heed for TJs to tell you, 

what prosperity 
and concord,.

,n to authori- 
wnat excellent government

ln full measure. Hence, continuous 
assaults are made upon the pacific 
conquests of the Church. These are 
tbe more lamentable and fatal the 
more human society ,tends to base 
itself on principles Opposed to the 
Christian idea and even tends to 
apostatise entirely from God.

♦ * *
But this must not make us lose 

our courage. The Church luows that 
the gates of hell shall never prevail 
against her. She knows also that 
she shall be straitened in this world 
that her apostles have been sent as 
sheep into the midst of wolves, that 
her followers shall ever be covered 
with hatred and contempt, even 
hatrod and contempt were heaped 
upon her Divine Found».

* * *
The Church, therefore, pursues her 

way undaunted, and while she ex
tends the Kingdom of God where it 
has not yet been preached, she strives 
in every way to repair her losses in 
the Kingdom already won. To re- 
store all things in Christ has ever 
been the device of the Church, end it 
is in a special way our device during 
the perilous days through which we 
ere passing; to restore all things, not 
•n any and every way, but as the 
Apostle adds, "to establish all things 
in Christ that are in heaven and, on 
earth” (Eph. i. io>; to restore in 
Christ not only what belongs pro
perly to the divine mission of the 
Church in leading souls to God, but 
also that which, as we have explain
ed, Spontaneously flows from that di
vine mission, namely, Christian civi
lization, in all tho elements which 
constitute it.

* * *
Confining attention exclusively to 

this last part of the desired restore- 
fion, you will recognize at once, 
venerable brothers, of what help to 
the Church are those elect bodies of 
Catholics who have determined to 
unite all their active forces in order 
to combat by all just and legal 
means anti-Christian civilization- to 
repair by every means in their mw- 
» those very serious disorders which 
flow from this anti-Christian civili
zation; to bring back Jesus Christ 
to the family, to the school, to so
ciety; to re-estahlish the principle 
that legitimate human authority re
presents the authority of Gods to 
take deeply to heart tho interests of 
the people, and especially of the 
working and agricultural classes, not 
only instilling into all hearts the re
ligious principle, which is the only 
true fount of consolation amid the 
trials of life, but seeking to dry the 
tears of the sorrowful, to alleviate 
suffering, to better economical con
ditions by well-planned measure* to 
labor i-o have public laws grounded 
on justice, and to correct or suppress 
those which are opposed to justice- 
in short, to defend and maintain 
with e truly Catholic spirit the 
rights of God in all things and ,the 
not less sacred rights of the Church.

All such works, maintained and 
promoted in a large measure by the 
Catholic laity, and carried out in 
various ways according to special 
heed, of the different nations and the 
circumstances of different countries, 
constitute what is known under the 
special and truly noble title of the. 
Catholic Social Movement, or the 
Social Movement of Catholics. It 
ban at all times aided the Church 
and the Church has always welcome* 
and blessed it, howevty different may 
have been the forms it, assumed to 
meet the needs of the times in which 
it has existed.

* * *
Let us here note that on account 

uf the radical changes which ln the 
course of time hove beep introduced 
into society and public life aa also 
on account of the needs which the
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changes in conditions are continual
ly begetting, it is impossible to-day 
to rektor. completely what In ty- 
gone centuries was useful and even 
absolutely necessary.

But the Church in the course of 
» long history has always and in 

every caee clearly demonstrated that 
she possesses a wonderful power of 
adapting herself to the varying .con
ditions of ™i™

' „
, and while ,

requirements of spriety. Godliness 
says St. Paul, is profitable to all 
things, having promise of the life 
that now is and of that which is to 
come. Pietas antem ad. omnia utilis 
e»t, promissionem habeas vitae, 
quae nunc est et futura. (I. -Km., iv 
8), and so Catholic action also, 
while it changes opportunely in its 
external forms and in the means it 
adopts, always remains the same in 
the principles that guide it and. 
the noble aim it sets before itself 
ln order, therefore, that it may be 
truly efficacious, it will do well to 
study carefully the conditions im
posed upon it, both by its nature 
and its end.

* + +
At the outset this truth must bo 

deeply felt—that an instrument not 
properly adapted for the work it has 
to do is defective. From whal|t has 
been said already it is evident that 
the Catholic Social Movement, pro
posing as it does to restore all things 
in Christ, constitutes a true apostol
at* for the honor and glory of Christ 
Himself. To fulfil this apostolato 
the grace of God is necessary. Kow 
tbe grace of God is not given to an 
apostle who is not united with 
Christ. It is only when we shall 
have formed Christ in us that we 
shall be able to restore Him more 
easily to the family and to society. 
Hence all who are called to direct or 
who dedicate themselves to the task 
of promoting the Catholic movement 
must he Catholics to the very core 
of their 'being, convinced of their 
faith, soundly instructed in their re
ligion, sincerely obedient to tho 
Church, ami especially to this 
prexie Ajiostolic Chair and to the 
Vicar of Christ on earth; they must 
have true pie.t.y, manly virtue, good 
morals and lead a life so pure that 
they will- be an efficacious example 
to all. If the spirit be not thus 
tampered not only will it be dim 
cult to promote good in others, but 
it will be almost impossible to act 
with a good intention. Strength will 
be lacking to boar with p»eeverence 
the annoyances that every apostolat* 
brings with it, the calumnies of ad
versaries, the coldness and the want 
of interest of even the well-intimtion- 
ed, and at times even those jealou
sies of friends and companions in 
arms, which, while they are perhaps 
excusable on account of tho weakness 
of human nature, are greatly preju
dicial, as they are the cause of dis
cords, disagreements and intestine 
troubles. It is only virtue -which is 
pat'kjnl and sturdy in well-doing, 
and at the same time gentle and, de
licate, that can remove or diminish 
these difficulties, so that the weak to 
whom the Catholic forces are dedi
cated may not be compromised. "For 
so is the will of God,” says St. Pe
ter, "that by doing well you may 
put to silence the ignorance of fool
ish men: Sic eet voluntas Dei ut bpnu 
facientee obmutescere faciatie im 
prudent! um hominum ignoranisam 
(1 Pet. 11, 15).

* * *
It is well also to define clearly the 

works upon which the Caitholic 
strength is to be expended with tuer- 

and constancy

oa their own affairs arc concerned, in
asmuch as they openly and sincerely 
desire only the true, solid, and su
preme welfare of others; in fine, their 
evident capacity to promote better 
than others even the true economical 
interests of the people should not 
make an impression on the mind and 
heart of all who hear them and 
should not increase their numbers so 
as to make them a strung and com
pact body capable of valiantly re
sisting the contrary current and se
curing the respect of adversaries, This 
supreme need was fully explained by 
Our predecessor of blessed memory, 
Leo XIII., who is pointed out esqie- 
'ially in the memorable Encyclical 
'Iteruin Novaruir.” and in other sub

sequent documents, the object to 
which Catholic action should- be chief
ly devoted, namely, the practical so
lution of the social question accord
ing to Christian principles. We like
wise, following such wise standards 
of policy in our Motu Propria of the 
18th December, 1903, gnve to po
pular Christian action, which com
prehends in itself the whole Catholic 
social movement, a fundamental or
dering Which was to be, as it were, 
tbe practical rule of common effort 
ami tho bond of unity and charity.

who have directed it and whp were 
placed in charge of those particular 
institutions or, at any rate, direct

* * *

+ * +

Catholic works, then, various and 
multiple in form, but all equally in
tended to promote effectually the 
same social well-being, ought to be 
grouped together and consolidated 
whore necessary for this most holy 
and most necessary purpose. But-, in 
order that this social action may be 
sustained and may prosper, with the 
necessary cohesion between the vari
ous works of which it- consists, it is 
extremely necessary that Catholics 
should act with exemplary harmony, 
but that harmony will nqvor be en
sured if there is not unity of inten
tion amongst all. Of the necessity of 
this there can be no doubt whatever, 
so clear and plain are the teachings 
of this Apostolic chair, so vivid the 
light shod on tho subject by the most 
distinguished Catlailics of every roun- 
try in their writings, so laudable 
the example, as We Ourselves

And this centre and union of eco
nomic works, as expressly preserved 
by us on the cessation of the Opera 
dei congress!, in continuing Its la
bors ought to remain thus under the 
energetic direction of ihosg who are 
at its head. In order that Catholic 
action should be efllcacious in every 
respect it is not sufficient that it 
should bq proportionate to the so
cial needs of tho present day*; it 
must likewise strengthen itself by all 
those practical means provided by 
tho progress of social and economic 
studies, the experience already gain
ed elsewhere, tho conditions of civil 
society, and I he public life of States. 
Otherwise there is the risk of groping 
“ long time in search of insecure no
velties whilst what is good and cer
tain is in hand- and has been well 
tested, or of proposing institutions 
and methods suitable perhaps to 
other times, but not understood by 
the people of to-day | or finally of 
baiting midway, not availing even to 
tho extent granted, of those rights as 
citizens which modern civil constitu
tions offer to nil, Catholics as well 
as others. And—to conclude with
this last point—is is certain that the 
modern constitutions of Slates gives - 
indistinctly to all the potwer of in
fluencing public affairs, and Catho
lics the obligations imposed by tho 
luw of God and the prescriptions of 
tho Church being safe, can use that 
power with a sale conscience tit [ rovq 
that they are fit, like others, and 
even bettqr than others, to eo-opor- 
ate in furthering tho material and 
civil welfare of tho people, and tints 
to acquire that authority and re
spect which make it possible also ter 
them to defend and promote higher 
interests—those of the soul, "hoso 
civil rites are various and different 
in kind, extending to direct •jarticl- 
pation in the political life of the 
country and the rcpra*siitation of tile 
people in the legislative chambers. 
Most grave reasons dissuade Us, ve-

gy and constancy. Those works 
ought to be of such evident import
ance, to correspond so fully to tbe 
wants of society today, to beH 
well adopted to the moral and ma
terial interests in particular of the 
Iieople and the disinherited classes 
that whilst they produce the utmost 
activity amongst the promoters of 
Catholic action for the great and 
sure fruit which they promise of 
themselves they are ait the same time 
easily understood by all and willing
ly welcomed. Juat because the grave 
problems of social life terday. require 
a ready and sure solution there arises 
in the breasts of all the liveliest de
sire to learn and to know the vari
ous means by which those solutions 
are realized. Discussions in one sense 
or another are multiplied moke and 
more and are easily brought before 
the public by the press. It is su
premely necessary then that Goth otic 
action should choose -the Awing mo 
ment, should move forward courage
ously. and should offer its own so-

i»imm«L|ill"i---- letion ol tb® social difficulties and
Society, so that make it effective by a strong, active, 
umdrad —I. intelligent, dlzclpiined propaganda.

directly opposed to the propaganda 
of the adversaries. It is impossible 
t*1 «he soundness and justlm >
thi- " "

several times mentioned, offered by 
the Catholics of nth» nations who 
exactly because of this harmony and 
unity of intention have secured alÀin- 
dnrnt and very consoling fruit in a 
short time. In producing co-opera
tion amongst various works equally 
worthy of praise an institution of a 
general character called the Peoples' 
Association intended to gather the 
Catholics of ali the social classes, 
but especially the great multitudes 
of the people around a single com
mon, centre of doctrine, ol propagan
da, and of social organization has 
shown itself singularly efficacious 
elsewhere. In fact Inasmuch as it 
corresponds with a need felt in al
most every country and as its sim
ple constitution rises out of the na
ture of things as they are met with 
«fually everywhere it cannot be said 
to be the property of one nation 
more than another but to belong to 
ail where the same, wants manliest 
themselves, and the same perils arise. 
Its great popularity at once wins it 
esteem and makes it acceptable, and. 
it does not disturb or hind» any 
other institution, but rather gives 
strength and compactness to all in
stitutions. since by its strictly pqr- 
scnnl organization it stimulates in
dividuals to enter particular in
stitutions, trains them for practical 
and truly profitable work, and unites 
the minds of all in the same senti
ments and desire. A social centre o1 
this kind being thus established, all 
tho other institutions of an economic

nerulilii brethren, from deporting fi um

character intended to solve the 
cial problem practically and imd» 
its various aspects, find themselves, 
as it were, spontaneously grouped to
gether for the general end that unite* 
them, whilst they also, according to 
the various needs which they seek to 
meet, take different forms and means 
as the particular scope of each re
quires. And h»e We are pleased to 
express Our satisfaction at much 
that ha* already been done in this 
connection in Italy, with the sure 
hope that, granted the Divine aid, 
much more will be done in the fu
ture to «on solid aie the good that 
has been achieved, and to extend It

the rule laid down by Our prclem»- 
sor of sucred memory, Fins IX, rind 
followed by anoth» predecessor of 
sacred memory. Leo XIII, during, his 
long Pontificate, according to which 
rule it is forbidden to Catholics ge
nerally in Italy to participate in 
legislative power. But other rea
sons equally grave, affecting In tho 
highest degree tho welfare of society, 
which must be safeguarded at any- 
cost, may require that in iwrri.iuiar 
cases a dispensation from the rule 
bo granted, especially when youy ves 
n»abla brethren, hold it to be strict
ly necessary for the good of souls 
and in the bqst interests ol your 
efiurches, and when you ask for It. 
Now the poselbility of this favorable 
concession from Us begets, on the 
port of all Catholics, the duty ol 
preparing seriously and prudently 
for political life at the time when 
they, shall be called to It. It Is, 
then, of importance that the activity 
I audibly displayed by Catholics in 
preparing by means of a good elec
toral organization for the adminis
trative life of the communes and the 
Provincial Councils should be ex
tended; to suitable preparation and 
organization for political life ns was 
seasonably recommended in the tiir- 

1 cular of the 3rd December, 1904, by 
tho General Presidency of the Opera 
Eoonoiniche in Italy. At the same 
time the elevated principles which re
gulate tbq conscience of every true 
Catholic should be inculcated, and
followed in practices Every member
of the Church should strive in every 
circumstance to be and to appear 
truly Catholic, accepting public ou- 
ti« and performing them with the 
firm and constant resolve to promote 
with all bis power the social and eco
nomic welfare of his country and es
pecially at the people in sci ordance 
with the maxime of a distinctly 
Christian civilization and to defend 
at the same time the supreme Inter
ests of the Church, which are those 
of relgion and Justice. Such
venerable bret! 
otijixt and the i 
action In its i 

solution <
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