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MR. P. KEANE, 
County President.

MR. H. McMORROW, 
President Div. No. i. %

MR. J. CANTWELL, 
President Div. No. 2.

MR. WILLIAM GUILFOYLE, 
President Div. No. 5.

MR. W. H. TURNER, 
President Div. No. 6.

MR. P. FLANAGAN, 
President Div. No. 8.

During the past year the " True 
Witness" has in various issues pre­
sented. its readers with brief out­
lines of the operations of the differ­
ent Irislh national organizations in 
this city, and taking another step 
in that direction, we now offer the 
following brief sketch of the found­
ation and progress of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, the leading 
Irish National Association in this 
city and province.

During the latter part of the year 
1892 a few enthusiastic Irishmen 
met together and after several pre­
liminary meetings decided, that in 
order to keep alive the spirit of Irish 
nationality amongst our youth in 
this city, it would be advisable to 
establish a branch of that grand old 
Order of the Old Land, who:»e 
branches exterid to every city, town 
ot village, where there are to be 
found a band of men of Irish birth 
or descent, forming a gigantic bro­
therhood bound together by the tics 
of unity, friendship and Christian 
charity.

Mr. R. Keys, who took an active 
interest in the movement, put him­
self in communication with the then 
National Secretary Brother Slat­
tery, who, at great Inconvenience to 
himself, came to this city from Al­
bany, and on Sunday, Nov. 22,

1892, organiled Division No. 1 and 
at that meeting installed the fol­
lowing officers:—

Provincial President, R. Keys. 
County President, R. Kerrigan. 
President Division No. 1, Oeo. 

Clarke.
Vice-President Division No. 1, J. 

J. Carroll.
Recording Secretary, Thos. Tisdale. 
Financial Secretary, Jas. Mclver. 
Treasurer, Patrick Scullion.
Shortly after th£ organization of 

Division No. 1, it became evident, 
owing to the great influx of mem­
bers, it would be necessary to form 
divisions in the different parishes in 
the city. In 1903 Division No. 2 
was formed in St. Gabriel’s parish; 
Division No. 3 in St. Patrick's; Divi­
sion No. 4 in St. Mary's; Division 
No. 5 in St. Athony’s; Division Nq.
6 in St. John Baptiste; Division No.
7 in Point St. Charles; Division Nov
8 in St. Patrick’s; Division No. 9 
in St. Patrick’s; and Division No. 
10 in St. Michael's. Four floureihing 
divisions of the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
have also been organized whose mem­
bers through their patriotic'zeal have 
become a potential factor for the 
good of thd national cause. Irish 
women have always rendered noble 
services, not alone in our societies, 
but in their true sphere, the home.

ALD. D. GALLED Y, M.P.. 
President Div. No. 3. ,

MR. J. J. BARRY, 
President Div. NO. 10.

where they have inculcated lessons of. 
Irish song and story in the minds of 
our children.

Early in 1896 it was decided to in­
vite the Hibernian Knights of Port­
land, Maine, to visit this city as the 
guests of the County Board. The in­
vitation was accepted and prepara­
tions were at once made to grive the 
visitors a true Irish welcome. On 
St. Patrick's Day of that year, for 
the first time in the history of Mont­
real, a company of Irish American 
Hibernian Knights, in their gorgeous 
uniforms, under the command of Cap­
tain Regan and Lieutenant O’Neill, 
took part in the parade. Their splen­
did appearance and novel fancy drill 
movements, along the line of march, 
was greatly admired, and had, the ef­
fect of arousing à spirit of emula­
tion among the local members with 
the result that the redoubtable Bro­
ther Bernard Feeney lost no time in 
organizing Company No. 1 Hibernian 
Knights of Montreal, who have by 
their energy and pluck surmounted 
the many obstacles they had to con­
tend with, and they stand to-day 
the pride of the organization in this 
province.

In 1898 the Order took the initia­
tive in organizing the grand demon- 
stration of the centenary of that \J 
glorious epoch in the history of our

people, and had the satisfaction of 
beholding a spirit of enthusiasm 
rarely equalled in Montreal. Al­
though a century had elapsed the 
men were to be proud who feared not 
to speak of '98, nor blush at the 
name. That the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians believe in practical work 
is evidenced by the fact that they 
were hardly six months in existence 
in this city when they contributed 
$300.00 out of their scanty funds 
towards the founding of a Gaelic 
Chair in the Catholic University of 
Washington. They have also taken a 
very active part towards the estab­
lishment of classes in this city for 
the study of the Irish language, and- 
through their efforts the history of 
our Motherland is now .being taught 
In the schools of the Christian Bro­
thers. In order to encourage the 
work in those schools the Order 
donates gold and silver medals as 
prizes to stimulate the interest of 
the pupils. The success of their ef­
forts in the past encourage the belief 
that much more can be accomplish­
ed as it is the fond ambition of every 
Hibernian to impress on the youth, 
that our national record glows with 
the product of noblest Celtic 
thought which commands the atten­
tion and wins the admiration of all 
lovers of scholarly attainments. In

MR. JAMES DOOLAN, 
President Div. No. 4.

CAPTAIN P. DOYLE, 
Hibernian Knights.

order to inspire our youth with love 
and veneration for Ireland's martyr­
ed sons the members on the Sunday 
proceedings the anniversary of the 
(death of the Manchester Martyrs, 
have solemn religious services at one 
of the parish Churches, attending in 
a body headed by their bands and 
with draped regalia.

The great work of the Order in re­
lieving- the distressed members stand 
out as one of the strongest links 
in the chain that binds them toge­
ther, as since there Inception in this 
city> the sum of $19,764.00 has been* 
paid toward funeral expenses and 
sick relief, apart from $2,897.60 con­
tributed towards relief in the old 
land, which speaks volumes for the 
management of the organization to 
which the entrance fee is but $3.00 
and the monthly dues 40c.

The doors of this grand old organ­
ization are open to all over the age 
of 16, who are Irish either by birth 
or descent, arid who are practical 
Catholics. The fond hope • of all the 
members of the Ancient Order of Hi- 
Ifcrni&ns to-day Is, that ere long 
every Irish Catholic in this city will 
be found _'neath its standard striving 
to promote the cause of religion and 
nationality with all earnestness and 
fervor.

FATHER MARTIN CALLAGHAN 
On Irniandi Feast,

Rev. Itortin Callaghan, P.P., St. 
Patrick’s. In referring to the cele­
bration of the national festival,
Said:—

"Though It will not be a holiday 
of obligation, still we Should consi­
der It as might be the next best 
thing , St. Patrick la the patron of 
our pari*. What a debt of gratl- 

not owe him? It will 
glad to acknowledge and 

what dangers has be 
it and with what blees- 

™ it. .In its

does it
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in abomination and virtue in es- legions of his converts. His name
teem. It has had all its wants sup­
plied by a model clergy and it has 
always had a class of lay members 
noil less conspicuous for the sound­
ness ef their principles than the mo­
rality of their lives. Under the pat­
ronage of St. Patrick it has been 
all that it should and thus will it 
continue. A now era is to be inaug­
urated. Nothing will suffer. Much 
livelier interest will be taken in par­
ochial hflafrs and much happier re­
sults will be obtained.

It is 1*18 years since our national 
saint died, since he received the 
wages of everlasting life for having 
labored sixty-one years in a select 
portion of Christ’s vineyard, f* the ed. 
Emerald Isle of the ocean. He Is etin 
alive. He lives in the minds

is surrounded with a halo of imper­
ishable glory. His influence is now 
felt in a broader sphere than it was 
in any period of the past. His teach­
ings are proudly professed am* his 
virtue zealously imitated.

The day of his birth in heaven 
should be'duly observed. It will In 
the course of the morning by the sa 
crifice of the Hass and with all the 
pomp of the Catholic ceremonial. It 
will during the balance of the twen­
ty-four hours in many a gathering 
where the glories of the past will be 
rehearsed in speech and song and the 
fond hopes and fair prospecté of^the 
future will be indulged and applaud-
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respectability. It could/not be too 
large. Imposing or magnificent. There 
is not a man with à drop of Irish 
Celtic blood in his veins or with a 
spark of Irish Celtic sympathy in his 
soul who should not deem it both a 
pride and a delight to figure person­
ally in the ranks of this procession. 
It is not intended to be an insult to 
any race or creed. How could it be? 
The Irishman is not slow in giving 
credit to every race for the good 
qualities it may have nor inclined 
to ignore the rights or wound the 
feelings of any man no matter what 
his creed may be.

We love the : 
forefathers i

ushering it into the fold of the Cath­
olic Church there was not a single 
drop of blood shed on the part of 
teacher or disciple. In retaining and 
transmitting to posterity the reli­
gion of St. Patrick, our' ancestors 
had to be martyrs. During two cen­
turies they endured in the language 
of Dr. Johnson "persecutions worse 
than the ten persecutions pf 
ly Christiana.’’ During 
and evO days all Irish Catholics 

and upon the head of 
of wolf, a Price was set.

pelves; Our procession has a lee 
to oonvpy. It will tell all who ' 
ness it, that faith and patrid 
should ^not be separated. Faith t 
otit patriotism lacks the energy 

Hid patriotism withoi 
y be a misnomer and I 
will always stand 

We are conte 
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the banner 
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Windsor Hall was the s 
lively and enthusiastic 
Tuesday afternoon, when i 
auspices of the Sanctuary 
the young people of St. I 
charming children's ent 
was held.

The hall was crowded t 
most capacity. The progri 
a varied one, and the aw 
evidence of its aplpreciftti 
stinted applause. The 
boys in their neat Eton 
proudly wearing their po; 
ors were at once favorite 
character sketch, "Boys 
Boys," and "Toasts to 1 
parish and guests," the; 
brought* down the house, 
to the pastor had been g 
tot, gently escorted by o 
boys, came forward and 
“Le Pere Martin," a i 
bunch of roses, the orchet 
same time rendering "St 
Day.” That to the gueeti

SI, HIPS DAT
(Continued)

LETTERS OF RE< 
nection with the ban* 
rick's Society, a full 
proceedings of which 
in another page of tl 
following letters of r 
from leading public i 
Tmable to attend;

Ottawa, 26th Ft 

Dear Sir:—

I have the honor, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 
re®eipt of your If 

the 24th, and to e 
regret. that ow 
gngement he 
Of being present 
nu*l dinner of 1 
dety 0f Mo

wing


