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IPOULTRY :

Care and Feeding of Laying Hens

Paper read before the Women's Institute, St. Mary's,
Ont., by Ena MacKay.

In all branches of the live-stock industry good
blood is the foundation of success, and in nothing
does good blood count for more than in poul-

try husbandry. Common hens, like cheap labor,
are not to be depended on.

We often hear the question asked, ‘‘ Which is
the best breed ?”” 1 would say that this is a
matter of choice. In proper hands, nearly all
kinds and breeds have proved profitable. There
is, however, a distinct satisfaction in having a
uniform flock, not to mention the extra profit
from the sale of eggs for hatching or fowl for
breeding purposes. Laying strains of Rocks,
Orpingtons, Wyandottes and Rhode Island Reds
are now known to produce as many eggs as any
of the so-called egg breeds, and they lay more
readily in the winter, when eggs are more difficult
to produce and high in price, and they certainly
prove superior to the smaller breeds for roasters,
and bring us more money when marketed.

In selecting eggs for sctting, choose only from
hens that are healthy and vigorous, and of a
good laying strain; choose well-shaped eggs,
neither too large nor too small, and be sure that
they are perfectly clean, as bacteria often lurk
about dirty eggs, and washing is injurious to
them, and likely to completely spoil fertility. Be
careful not to touch them with oily or greasy
hands. f

Have clean boxes for nests, and keep the
brooding hens away from the rest of the flock.
Put a sod in the bottom of the nest, hollow it
slightly, and then cover with soft hay or straw,
and when the hen is put on the nest, dust it well
with insect powder or sulphur, and gprinkle a
little in the nest, too. I find little trouble in
moving a hen from one nest to another when I
do the exchanging after dusk. Give her a couple
of eggs, then put a board up to the front of the
nest, so that she cannot get off,and leave her
there until towards evening next day ; then take
down the board, and set food and water near the
nest. If not frightened, she will generally come
off and feed and return to the nest. When she
does this once or twice, it is generally safe to
give her the eggs. While the hen is sitting, pro-
vide her with a hopper of whole grain (mixed
oats and wheat are good), grit, and pan of
water, and see there is a place in the pen where
she can roll in and dust. Do not give her wet
food when sitting, as it induces diarrhea. On
the tenth day give her another dusting of insect
powder, and from the nineteenth day moisten the
eggs daily with a little warm water, if the hens
cannot get outside ; even then it is good prac-
tice, as it helps the chicks to get out of the shell.
When the eggs pip, put the board to the front of
the nest again, and keep the hen on the nest un-
til the batch is out. If eggs have been shipped
any distance, or been subject to any sudden jars,
they should rest at least twenty-four hours before
setting. About the middle of April is a good
time to set the hens, as, by the time the chicks
are hatched the weather will be getting warm.
Be sure and place your coop on a dry, sunny
spot. We place them on a bed of sand and
gravel, and I find it so much easier to keep them
clean. People have said, ** What a task it is to
look after young chicks.”” It should not be so
where commnon sense and system are used about
the work. I find it a very pleasant and profit-
able task caring for my feathered pets (Chicks
should not be fed until 36 hours old Just be-
fore leaving the shell, the chick draws into its
body the whole of the unabsorbed yolk of the
egg. 'This is its food before and after leaving
the shell. 1t is the food nature provideth to
sustain life until the chick is strong enough to
take other food. 1f fed too soon, the yolk of the
egg which is taken into the body before leaving
the shell will not be drawn upon ; it will remain
unabsorbed, and in time decompose, causing bowel
trouble and death. Hard-boiled eggs, chopped
fine, mixed with three parts breadcrumbs, 1s what
I feed for the first few days, and 1 am careful to
see that they always have fresh water to drink
and plenty of grit. As soon as the chicks are
large enough, they are fed wheat; and, as they al

ways have free range, they seem to thrive and

grow right along. pPerhaps, if the chickens had
to be kep' penned in, wheat alone might be too
strong, so . better to give less wheat,
and tee o1 oats. 1 prefer the dry
to 1t ! icks, and, since I have
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day may be given withoat stint. but the rest of
the time they sheuld be kept in goed appetite
See to 1t that the chick is kept growing. Re-
member that the getting of frame and size comes
when they are young and growing. When that
stage is past they mature and fill out, and can
only do so to the extent of the frame they have.

It is of great importance that the chicks
should not be allowed to perch too young. The
resuit would be u crooked breast-bone. A chick-
en's breast-bone, until it reaches the age of ten
or twelve weeks, is very pliable, and the part
mentioned consists of gristle.  When the chick is
allowed to perch at an early age, the whole
weight of its body is laid upon its breast-bone ;
so, night after night, as the weight bears upon
this tender spot, it is gradually growing out of
place, until, when the chicken has reached the
age of three months, the gristle has plowed into
bone, and the part has grown from its right posi-
tion and is dislodged. Birds so developed should
never be bred from, as the chickens might inherit
it, and there is often a very decided difference in
the price offered when we market such birds. Keep
them in their coops as long as there is room for
them, but always remember that the coops and
the ground on which they rest must be kept clean.

One of the wisest things to do when engaged
in the poultry business is to get the man of the
house interested with you, for there are many
things about the poultry-yard in which you will
need his helping hand ; and, once interested, he
won't be so apt to inform you of how often those
hens have eaten their heads off. Now, to have
a healthy, profitable flock of hens, there are some
facts that we must pay attention to. Irregularly-
fed hens are not a paying proposition, and satis-
factory results are never attained from a flock
that receives attention only during the egg-laying
or breeding season. In order to secure good re-
sults from them, they must be nourished and at-
tended to. The question of feeding is a very im-
portant one, as it has within its power the mak-
ing or unmaking of a bird. There should be a
knowledge of the various grains and their feeding
value, and of the mixing of the foods in propor-
tion ; and there should also be sound judgment
in the matter of feeding. A fowl requires grain
food, vegetable food, meat food and grit. These
foods should be clean and wholesome, and a

.portion should be given in some form to induce

the birds to take cxercise, in order to keep them
healthy. I'owl should be well supplied with
waler. Many make the mistake of not giving
suflicient drink, or not giving it regularly. This,
1 consider, a very great mistake If you will
take time to observe your birds, you will find

that the first thing they do after feeding is to go

.at once for a drink, and they generally do the

same after laying an egg. The supply, then,
should be constant and clean. Dirty water,
dirty or slimy drinking dishes, or dirty surround-
ings, will do more towards making a flock un-
healthy and disecased than anything else.

Wheat is the most popular feed, and is one of
the best, but its price, compared with that of
other grains, makes it nccessary to mix other
grains with it. Oats are good, and, when rolled
(hull and all), are an ideal food as a dry mash.
Barley 1s considered next to wheat in p‘uml of
value, but, on account of its hard shell, is not
very satisfactory, as, if much is fed, the hens are
apt to become crop-bound. (orn is heating and
fattening, and 1is, therefore, best adapted for
winter feeding ; it is counted rich in egg produc-
tion.

Our method of mixing is 2 parts wheat, 2 parts

oats, 1 part barley, with just a few peas added ;

one quart to 25 hens We feed this quantity
twice a dayv in winter morningy and evening 1 1

[
noon, baoiled potatoes and parings, which are

mixed with the meal Three or four times «a

week we give them meat which has been boiled

amd run through the chopper ; feed from 1 to 2
quarts to 100 hens, and you will soon see happy
resilts in the ege hashoet, Of course, for sui l|::-'>1'
feeding this 1s not necessary, as the birds run

ning at large tind plenty of animal food for them
selves ; neither is it needful to feed such quanti
ties of gramn.
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Vial on poor hen W Ul net lay. When a hen get:
only enough to keep her own wemts supplied, si..
wili never lay. A. G. Gilbert, manager of {h.
Poultry Department at the Experimental Far;.
Oltawa, lays great stress on this fact. He say,
it is only the surplus feed that goes into eg-
There 1s less risk of getting a hen overfat i)
heavy feeding than of reducing ils egg-yield |\
under-feeding, and the only time that good hens wre
apt to get too fat is after moulting, when they
take a rest from laying. Many complain about their
hens being so fat and not laying. Very often the
trouble is traced to the manner in which they ure
fed. If just seattered plentifully on a clean floor,you
may be sure that there will soon be star boarders
in your tlock. See to it that there is litter, and
plenty of it, so that they will have to work for
what they get, and they will be healthier and
happier, and more apt to repay you.

Qunshine is essential to egg production—almost
as much as food and water. If there is any
doubt about this, shut some birds away for a
month or two and note the result.

It is perfectly natural that fowls should moult
their feathers during the warm weather. During
this period, if the hen is properly fed and cared
for, she will continue to lay. The moulting of
the old feathers makes no special demand upon
the strength and nourishment of the birds; but
when the new feathers are growing rapidly, the
nourishment which had earlier gone to the pro-
duction of eggs is diverted to the growth of
feathers. During this period and for a few weeks
after, egg production is likely to cease, and the
hens pass the time in regaining the strength
which was spent in the growth of feathers. There
is a difference of opinion upon the question as to
whether the time of moulting can be artificially
controlled or not. I will not touch on this, as
I prefer to trust to nature and her ways, and let
the hens moult when they will. It is a mistake
to neglect them at this time ; give them plenty
of nourishing food ; a thick gruel made of ground
linseed cake, is good—a quart to 50 hens daily,
until the new feathers get a good start. Add
2 ounces yellow sulphur to this quantity three
times a week. Sulphur is regarded as a feather
food, and also helps to cleanse the skin and re-
move impurities, and at no time does the hen
need meat more than when she is growing
feathers.

About the housing of the hens in winter, I am
afraid I'm behind the times. I do not take to
the theory of open fronts ;. would rather surround
thent with summer conditions, if possible. The
house should be dry, no drafts, plenty of light
and good ventilation, and should be thoroughly
disinfected twice a yvear. For this we make a so-
lution of good fresh lime and water. To every
gallon we add one-half pint of ceal oil, and use ;1
spray pump to apply it. If you want to keep
vour fowl free from disease, it is necessary that
vou do not miss a crevice or corner. Keep at it
until every spot from floor to ceiling, nests and
This is no little task, and
understand that this is one of
the places where the man’s helping hand comes in.

roosts, are wnite.

you will readily

A dust-bath for the inside of the house should
be provided, and it should be near a window
where the sun shines on it. I'or this purpose, a
common bhox, filled with sand, ashes or road dust
is eflective. No matter how careful the flock is
lw]vvt. we will sometimes find a sick hen. At times
a few doses ol some good poultry food given in
@ mash, or salts, 1 pound to 100 hens, in a
mash, will bring them all right again. If a hen
slfu\\s signs of tuberculosis, it is wise to dispose
of her at once I'or roup or bad cold, I use
Rundle’s Non-Such Liniment, and the method is
I teaspoon three times a day in one-half cup of
milk, with bread enough to soak it up. For diz-
Zess, niss a meal or two, then give them a tea-
spoontul salts in bread and milk. I save all the
eceshells in the sumimer months, dry and grind

Ml"‘m‘ and give them to the hens in winter. 1
ted that they arce just the thing needed to tone

up a droopy hen A head of cabbage or a mangel

15 good when they are shut in. Hang it so that
they will have to exerecise themselves to get it.
Some e tornips. hat there is danger of the
Havor oi "w~“ [ being so good, and it is  the
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