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admirers. After him, in fourth place, came a colt
which has more admires than most. This is James
Hamilton’s chestnut bay, Dunduff Chancellor, a son
of Dunure Footprint, with splendid feet and legs, and an
unusually good top. His own sister, Dunure Wish, a
black filly a year older, was first at the H. X A.S. last
year. At Kilmarnock the first and second yearlings
were, respectively, G. A. Ferguson’s Silverdale, which
was third at Glasgow, and James Kilpatrick’s Craigie
Premier, while the Glasgow first-prize colt was third.
At Ayr the colts which were first and second at Glasgow
were again first and second. The first is Walter Robert-
son's Auchinleah Impression, by Gowanhill Foot-
print, and the second, H. E. Robert’s beautiful colt from
Monkcastle, Carlisle.

AYRSHIRES.
Ayrshires made a splendid exhibit at lmt‘h shows.
In the female classes Jacob S. Murray, Daljig, Cumnoch,
and Mrs. McAlister, Miekle Kilmory, Rothesay, showed
great cows with good milk records, as well as m_dwnd ual
merit. In the male classes the two highest priced bull

stirks of 1919 and 1920—Howie’s Hot Stuff and Mendel,
were champions, :

AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS.

We are having a very cold, backward spring. Often
we have had blizzards in April, but this year we had none.
Alike in 1917 and 1919, we had snowstorms after the
middle of the month, which wrought havoc among the
lambs, and spoiled the prospects of flockmasters. This
year it is not the hill farmer who is complaining—he is
in a highly cheerful mood—it is the arable farmer
The hill farmer has had one of the best lambing seasons
he can remember. The spring has been abnormally
wet, but that does not adversely affect the ewes. What
plays havoc with them is a snowstorm and prolonged
frosts. The flockmaster is put to his wits’ end to bring
his ewes to the lambing, and the shepherds have a
sorrowful time gathering the lambs which are often
weakly and require to be “spoon-fed” for a season.
This year both flockmasters and shepherds are smiling
broadly. Stores of hill hay have not been drawn upon,
and ewes have come through the winter in good form.
The only complaint is that twins are scarce. But when
singles come strong there is less need of twins to make up
the numbers, and the death rate this year is almost nil,

With the arable farmer things are not at all in a good
way. The man who farms heavy clay land is at his
wits’ end. The season has been abnormally wet, and
in such circumstances it is folly to attempt to work clay
land. Even on lighter soil it is of primary importance
to get a dry seed bed. This has been almost impossible.
Curious sidelight is thrown on the situation by a social
fact.. I am writing this in the Strathearn Hydropathie,
Crieff, a favorite rendezvous for those seeking rest and
refreshing. This is the third season in which I have
spent the first week in May in this house. During
the past two seasons quite a large number of farmers and
their wives were among the visitors; spring work was

over and there was a breathing time. This season there
is not one farmer or farmer’s wife here. The season is
too backward. Spring work is too far behind to admit
of holidaying. [et us hope May may be genial. This,
the first of the month, has been warmer than most .
The sun has shone brightlv, and while he was in hjs
strength it was easy to believe that summer was nigh.
In the evening the weather is again chilly, and the
weather signs hardly indicate a prolonged spell of dry
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weather. Heat would work wonders for us. For one
! thing there is likely to be a good hay crop. Under
| normal seasonable weather, it is said, “A dripping May
makes hay.” Thus far we have had quite enough
“dripping”—what is wanted now for every crop is
heat.  With that 1920 promises to be an all-roun

prosperous year for the farmer.

Housing is a grave problem both in the rural and the
urban areas. The pressure is not so acute in the former,
but it is there perhaps in a modified or less direct form.
. lFarmers have not nearly enough cottages for their men
This scarcity leads to a continuous stream of emigraticn
from the rural to the urban areas. \When the voung
i farm emplovee wants to take up house, too often there

; is no house for him to bring his bride home to. He,
therefore, goes off to the town. This intensifies the
housing demand there. The situation is so strained in
4 some areas that there is in it the peril of social upheaval
{ To-night I have just been reading that there is 4 village

in England in which there are four empty cottages
The said village is on the borders of Dorset and Wil
and nine miles from the nearest ratlway station, [ (o

| not supposc the case could he paralleled in Scotland
1 One great trouble is that the | arm Servants” Unijon, o
i at least its responsible leaders have resolutely <o (1
y taces against what they call the “tied” house: §. -
house built for a farm cmplovee, occupaney of which is

§ part of his remuneration as such,  Shy uld e Teave
cmplovment, he must leave the house,  One rec UNZes

the drawbacks to the arrangement Parties are noy

on cqual terms Should the servant prove (i |

tactory he mav be dismissed, and i eal mican

THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE.
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daily task, while his health might be endangered. T.‘;:
difficulty has been solved in the past by the exerci -
of mutual forbearance, and it does not appear that a}r]\‘)
other solution is feasible in the future. Much of this

wheat are added. The grain used other i
g s than oats
largely upon the availability and price, Thism:
dock

litters from the three sows ing i
: S are runnin n
and are particularly thrifty v fed

and growthy for thes Cattle
mutual goodwill has been manifested in the statutory T:'l_ttft})r?)ifiz)’ ?f one of the sows above ment.mnedhﬂl’h:ﬁ methods, |
collective bargaining rendered necessary under the Wages a lt e €r torm and do better than the others, Ttis few of ti
clauses of the Corn Production Act. Just a question if hog men pay sufficient attention ty intelligibl
» ) _——  the selection of the SOWS used. It stands to Teason would sav
that the progeny of a sow that is a good feeder is | record of
LIVE STOCK to make more economical gains than pigs from a soy It is so e:
' e that is rather harg to keep in flesh. These. charae. considers
teristics may go back several generations, Breeders - with ama
mlght_ advisedly bay more attention to the feedi take this
capacity and early finishing qualities of their pj There
than they do. Sows that raise big litters which finish which is
at around six months are valuable and thejr progeny ~ of every
should make good breeding stock. adopt a m
E— . form of se

iter:

Losses of Young Steers Going to =

Grass. ) Cow
BY PROF. WADE TOOLE, 0.4.C, —_

The average feeder keeps no record

s of gains and Tillie 142:
losses on his steers when turned

from the stable to

pasture, and the information contained in the following Rose Beal
paragraphs may be interesting and valuable to some, 1423

In the summer of 1918 fifteen calves were purchased
by the Ontario Agricultural College to be put on an .
experiment for nearly two years to determine the value ' Rosebud
of breeding in beef production. These calves consisted _ 1423

of three pure-bred steers, including a Shorthorn, an
Aberdeen-Angus and a Hereford in one grohlé?;_ three It will
" Shorthorn-Hereford cross-bred steers in anot : is necessa:
A Boy and His Pets. three grade Shorthorn steers sired by fabg(:id purg‘l:um‘:l the cow re
ren 1F it te mha: bull in a third group; three scrub beef-br steers in a re-writing
It does not pay to buy a poor bull even if it js c heap. fourth group:; §nd l:hree dairy-bred steers (pure-bred witiployed
- . Holstein) in a fifth group. While it is not intended to that a co
Commonsense is an important factor in successful give out the results for the entire feeding period until matter wl
stock feeding. the experiment has been carried for several years, it pages can
might be well to publish some facts regarding two with fairly
You can bg as successful as many prominent stock- phases of the experiment upon which the figures will filled, it s
men of to-day, but you will likely have to invest more already carry some weight. ; away, bec
than you customarily do in a herd sire. These calves were put on rather heavy feeding as this ma
————— rations on the first of October, 1918, and were stall fed A herd
At L. R. Kershaw's sale of Doddies in Okla, 71 head  yntil May 16, 1919, when they went out to grass. Most extremely
averaged $1,942. Plowman that noted Angus herd_  of them were in very good condition indeed when they used by tt

sire went ynder thre hammer at $40,000. 2

went to pasture, and it is significant to note the losses
in weight when first going to grass. The pure-bred
steers weighed 935 pounds, 685 pounds, and 580 pounds
on May 16th. On May 23rd they had lost respectively
120 pounds, 75 pounds and 90 pounds, or an average of

plete satis

Wishing for-a well-bred, well-kept herd won’t get
it unless there is action, good judgment in breeding and
feeding and determination to arrive at a definite goal,

. Sex
- - ) - 95 pounds per steer. The cross-bred steers vmghed -
When pur(\haSing or selecting breeding stock look for 845 pounds, 700 pounds and 730 pounds, respectively, i
1n<l|.\'1<iuals with strong constitutions. ~ Narrowness when turned out and one week later _had lost 105 pounds, M fRos
hehnn-! the shoulder and tucked up at the fore-flank are 85 pounds and 105 pounds, respectively, or an ae‘:iergg . ‘
objectionable. of 98.3 pounds each. The grade steers w.elg‘h i o -
Did you ever (.’ & 1h . ; | pounds, 600 pounds anldl 59;3 potlljndg,rsrteswpgglt{l\iss)’.p:uhd : ;A
_You ever weig ¢ steers turned on grass (hey went to grass and lost in the {Anr
at varying intervals in_order to ascertain the loss or 90 pounds and 65 pounds respectively, or an averageé)f i
gains in weight? Prof. Toole gives figures in an article 86.6 pounds each. The scrub steers weighed 750 pounds f
appearing in these columns which should be intcrvsling 740 pounds and 805 pounds on Mav 16th, and on Lt:i); i
to steckmen. 23rd had lost 90 pounds, 100 pounds and IOOChPOUThe '
T i ) ) ) respectively, or an average of 96.6 pounds each. ¥ F Ma
['he stock are now on grass for another five months dairy-bred “steers weighed 615 pounds, 585 pounds an
period, while their owner toils carly and late in the 520 pounds respectively, and lost 90 pounds, 75 pounds — -
ﬁf'lfl to provide fodder for seven months stable feeding. and 80 pounds respecti\"('l\' during the first weekong;%?d
I ‘!“‘vl)«'lf‘l”'}‘ scason were longer the farm life would be During the second week on grass or from Ma)’e <id F Sno
tibre attractive. to May 30th the pure-breds still ma(le[andavt;l("z% e ‘
< f 17 Is 1 stee The cross-breds . =
. .7 pounds per steer. :
.\\ hen calves are marketed by the thousands this (])mllln(/ls‘}])(‘r st(‘(ir. The grades gained 5 pounds P;f
spring where are the stockers and feeders to come from steer \ The scrubs lost 10 pounds per steer, and the FoolLue
next year? The man equipped for raising calves might e lost 8.3 pounds per steer. The pememialg;
“ml}“. Ipmtnl];n”c to rear a bunch of breedy youngsters o< for the first two weeks at pasture ran }f;omFrO;n "'l'” =
of the beef breeds. per cent. to 14.3 per cent. of the ()ngmaldwe.lgal-l groups 72
: . . ay 30 t une 6 small gains were made 1 = %
A Haldimand County subscriber writing to “The IZ\”]I‘[‘\“:)(; (t)hJ(* cross-bred iteers still showing a loss Ok
Advocate fails to see much profit even in pure-bred ;=" 1 ‘each. From June 6 to June 20, a two«“tr'::r The £
live stock whe ' -£ 1bs. each. ; r steer, e fig
I:)\r“ I::?l( liu“l,\‘]:t“[)hlll]::(hh‘z‘f:lUI’I]:](Ylllldihtll;:“.\t e T o period, the pure-breds gained 36.6 pounds pe
) e > he ough the
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» winter. Parts
of this county were hard hit by the adverse weather
conditions of Tast ye

ar-conscquently many barely had
a crop worth harvesting. Conditions over which man
has no control, limit his farming operations in
instances, and vet the city consumer
the tiller of the soil has the
prices for farm produce,

the cross-breds 48.3 pounds per steer, the g{:j-esand
pounds per steer, the scrubs 56.7 pounds per steer,

e dairys 37.1 pounds per steer.
! 'l‘hl('s)c slvcrs] were (in extra good pa%t}lrel»of}“)?m::;
losses in weight shown would be quite 1yplcat o grash
steers in fairly high condition when they wen the other
The scrubs were about ten months older thar_l " e a
calves and, with the dairy calves, were n’ot tl)[':e?r Josses
high condition as the other groups so that tely, an
on grass were not quite so heavy proportionately,

. AL o ndition,
when they did start to gain, being in lower condlt

many
wonders how
nerve to ace ept the present

Big Litters Which Finish Early.
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pigs from three sows in twelve months  they made somewhat more rapid gains foruast‘,vere
15 record manvy breeders would like to emulate,  In hree weeks after going out to grass ;l”qgro'ngwéeks
March of 1015 W Vtkinson, a Middlesex ( ounty farmer started to gain, but it was not until July 1¢ ’:lwith the
had three cows farrow, again in September of the nm;(j alter going out on pasture, [h“t. all gr(Jll'P:i ht before
vear they favrowed and hree more litters were horn exception of one were back to their stable “ft{g” 10 bs.
before the year ended in March, 1919 At five-and-g going to grass, and that one group was s
hadll months a o uple of loads were sold Weraging 205 short of its May 16 weight. L nd would
pounds, and that with winter fecdine At =i ment s These figures are somewhat Sl“‘:mh(““”'--aqround a
e week e hunch of ten averaed 282 potidls, i " lead one to believe that with young steers @
Nkinson had eie i )

Py,
e

i | in fairly high condition
vear old or a little over and in fairly oives them @

- . J rass g .
from good stable feeding, turning to gra . iiqht or niné
er o ee setback in weight  which it takes at least eig

W~

. such results, ho

ot roedd weeks on good pasture to regain. _‘\“'h 1[1((: [:'eeders

k ! I I [l ever, would not be obtained with thin cat Lilrc raPidly
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