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b Gormany, the ministers are not respons-
thle to Pavliament and debatable subjeets are
Proquently referred to a Committee, in this way
seeuring a seerct session, The minister attends
the private meeting of the Committee and gives
the neeessary information.

In the Netherlands

provision for seeret sittings of both Chambers

there 1s constitutional
and a number of such sessions have been held
sinee the war began.

In the United States the rules of the Senate
allow sceeret sessions to diseuss matters of fo-
reign poliey.

And now war conditions have made it neces-

sary fo pass a regulation forbidding the pub-
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lication of reports of proceedings of any meet-
ing of the British Cabinet.

As Mr. Justice Bruneau pointed out in his
judgment, if the Controllers had decreed that
the press of the City had not the right to pub-
lish the discussion or discuss the acts of the
Board of Control, or those of the Council, no
British Court (unless by the authority of spe-
cial legislation such as recently passed in Eng-
land) would hesitate a minute to declare such
a resolution illegal as being an infringement
of the liberty of the press.

In 1865 Bagehot wrote as follows of the se-
creey of British Cabinet meetings:

“The most curious point about the Cabinet
The
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is that so very little is known about it.
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ing to be read.,  No minister who respected
the fundamental usages of political practice
would attempt to read such a note. The com-
mittee which unites the law-making power to
the Taw executing power, which by virtue of
that combination is, while it lasts and holds to-
agether, the most powerful hody in the state, is
a committee wholly seeret. No deseription of it
at once graphic and authentic has ever been
civen. It is said to be sometimes like a rather

disorderly  Dboard of directors, where many
speak and few listen, though nobody knows.”’
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Mr. Bagehot, in a footnote, adds, is said
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it to lower the price of corn, or isn’t it?
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we must all say the same.” This is the most
graphice story of a Cabinet T ever heard, but 1
[ cannot vouch for its truth; Lord Melbourne

18 a character about whiech men make stories.”’
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American Banking
CITANGE in the Federal Reserve Act of
1913 has been recommended by the Fed-
cral Reserve Doard, to provide for co-opera-
tion among National banks in maintaining for-
The Act 1913 allowed Na-
tional banks to accept' drafts drawn against
The

makes similar provision regarding ‘‘document-

cion branches. of

transactions in foreign trade. new bill

ary acceptances secured by shipping docu-
ments or warchouse receipts.””  This is a lim-
ited class of domestic acceptances. The pend-
ing bill also proposes to make it possible for
forcign banks to sell their drafts on National

-~ banks in the United States very much as they

now sell them on British, German and other
European banks.

The Reserve Board has also recommended
that National banks located in ecities of more
than 100.000 population may open branches in
their own cities.  There will be certain limi-
The Senate Com-

mittee advoeates the provision for the purpose

tations regarding capital.
ol enabling National banks to compete with
State banks, which in gsome States are permit-
ted to have branches.

The United States will likely chanee the im-
port dutics upon coal tar products so as to
protect the domestie dye industry. It is ex-
pected that within the next five years Ameri-
can dyestuft manufacturers will produce at
least sixty-five per cent of the domestic con-
sumption.




