flax, Dbarley,

te? One
manu fac
turer voiced

the  phrase

e that “Kerc
» sene  would

) reduce the
cost of rais
ing a bushel of whe: ten
cents and  the world said
Is it possibl Such a thing

as “cost of crop production” had

not affected the farmer seriously
I uldn't very well, because
there was reallv no basis upon
which to calculate I'he farmer
vsed h Vi ck of “power”
horses, but for the life of him
f uldn ¢ll wha cally
nun P \voan acr i sod

Id und.  Such erm as

[\ V" AL ur va un
known ( v few |
vas a S ed as much of
1 e 1m « :‘ 1 nece iry n
rde fatten keep in n
dition his live k, and sell the
res It looked easy to dip the
half bushel measure in he well
filled out bin and the mainter
ance of horse flesh was an item

that seemed scarcely worthy

consideration

I'oday, however, we speak of

16 s i ractor
per se power hour n
other words t is th ¢
madc e enging I
every horse power delivered
a ]u.x:‘ d of one hour, such items
as intere r investment, de
pre repairs, fuel, operat
ing he lubrican et being
taken into cons ation. It is a
simple matt I'here are just
two main items it enter into
the proposition Firs vork
done and sccond, cost of opera
tion Ihis is all very well, in
so far a 1 we placed upon
paper, but back of it all lies the
real problems, the ability o
master distinguishing  the real
“power farmer” from the un
successful makeshift

In  Western  Canada day
there «re approximately 4,000
outfits that did traction plowin
during the past season I'hese
outfits  will average ecasi'v 20
horse power at the draw bar,
making the equivalent of 80,000
horses \ssuming that each
horse power is good for one

acre per day it means that 80,
000 acres are being turned over
every day that they work. Let
us further assume that each acre
is capable of producing 20 bus.
of wheat, and it is but a simple

matter of arithmetic to show
that each day's wo k% mean
) 1,600,000 bus

added to the
wheat crop
of Western
Canada. Put
it in figures,
and it can be
seen that the
p proposition is

not only a big one, but a vital one
et us assume that it takes one
man for every three horse team,
and our 80000 horses will re
quire 20,500 men. With the en-
gimes H]l]l*l“:\”: fh( ‘IINV\L'
wrse power and allowing three
men to each outfit, it will take
nly about 12000 men to pro
duce the same results in work
dong I'he labor probelm in
Western Canada is a vital one,

THE CANADIAN THRESHERMAN AND FARMER.

the past by horses is pure drud
gery In the hurry and rush of
spring work the horse must be
pushed to the limit, with the
result that a large amount of
good horse flesh is soon relc
gated to the scrub class. Fur
thermore, on the large farm the

number of horses required makes

it nece hat a greater or less

percentage ot
wut  standard

hem be anything
bred,

because of

ind anyth

olve it is worthy of serious con
sideration

I'he imp
in Western (

clopment

aAnce I the ra

mada’s future de
cannot he estimated
200000000

s of the bes
ipon which the

virgin

prairic

sun has ever

shone vet to be broken, it will
ke mething  stronger  and
ore specdy than horse flesh  to
wandle the pr n I'his is

price and an insufficient supply. In

is as vet a place

, which tends
v lower the ne of horse flesh
n eneral It is a question
whether the time will ever come
vhen the tractor will entirely
supplant  the horse  for  farm
work. I, myself, do not believ
it will ever come, and at leas
hope never will. I do, how
ever, believe that the tractor
vill, before many vears, take

The Highland Cliath Clais,

no criticism upon the horse. He
important and de-
mands a higher price today than
he ever did, and may that day
be far distant that would
him lose admiration and respect
in the eyes of the farmer.

Right here lies a nice little
subject for discussion that T can
only touch upon in passing.

A large share of the work on
the farm that has been done n

1S Just as

see

from the horse the burden
of the heavy farm work and that

away

fewer but better farm horses
will be kept by the average
farmer. He will have only one

or two teams, but they will be
andard bred, sleek, fat horses,
that any one would be proud to
draw a rein over. Instead of
having to care for a whole army
of horses during the winter, only
a team or two will demand his

attention, [

was recently

talking with

a Saskatche

wan farmer ‘

who farms > £

two sections of land. He told
me that before he purchased
his tractor that he alway
wintered  from 25 to 30
head of horses, and that a
winter did not pass that he did
not lose one or more. He said
that it took practically all of one
man's time to look after them

and that the amount of hay and

oats consumed every winter wa
enormous.  He now keeps bu
two teams, all mares, and a
they re 1 npelled d
any real heavy work he raise
from tw ur lts  every
vear ['hese colts soon grow in
» money, and as the dams arc
standa:d they command a good
price Some one has said tha
the tractor is the “Modern Farm
Horse It should be said tha
tl tract is making possible
the “Modern Farm Horse I'he
tractor should cause no fear in
the mind of the horse breeder
but rather he should see in i
something that will furnish an
utlet for his product If the

scrub” should become a thing of

the past, and the standard bred
inimal the rule on every farm,
what a magnificent bunch of
horseflesh W should  have
Going a step further, there is
inother matter that demands at
tention  with reference to this
power farming”  proposition
I'he tractor, big in power and
tireless, satisfies the man who

wants to do big things and g

his work done quickly It is
perhaps very satisfying to turn
over 20 or 25 acres per day and

pack it at the same time

I'wenty acres means 400 bushels
of wheat, about $330, and
with this sum dangling before
the eyves of the farmer he is
apt to  sacrihce quantity tor
quality in the work done. West-
ern Canada is really man's last
natural  agricultural herit

I'here is fertility enough here,
if properly handled, to satisfy

all future generations, but it can
riotously  squandered
through improper tillage. Every
bushel of taken from the
soil some of its fer-
tility, and this fertility must be
returned in manner or
shape, or the farmer is playing

soon be

wheat
robs it of

some

a losing game. Nature is very
rigid in her laws, and won't
stand for having them trans-
gressed. The fundamental of

these, in so far as the farmer is
concerned, is
“you can’t
raise wheat
and fertility
on the same
field in the
same year.”




