
THE CANADIAN PHILATELIST.2

we could ever have derived any qualification from to­
bacco tags and cigarette pictures. The cigarette cards 
in particular were not over moral, being mostly adorned 
with portraits of young ladies, famous in that esteemed 
line of the drama, designated by the old maid, too 

I n?‘,tlesllll° ,say “ Ifg show,” as a “ limb exhibition.” 
ihe Collect ingof postmarks was a slip * improvement 
over the elevating pastime and yielded some geograph-
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It seems to me that it would he of some value to us spate compels me to pass over without special mention 
to compare our ruling passion with those which the collecting of minerals and insects, two exceedingly 
govern us. Nearly every man has his fad. The bib- interesting and profitable hobbies, and attend at once 
Iiomamac, the antiquarian, and the bric-a-brac codec- to the only two dangerous rivals of Phiiatelv in the 
tor are alike victims to a love for the rare and curious, peculiar ; field. 1
Curiosities of all forms and all kinds art preserved by Coin and autograph collecting are the onlv fads 
all sorts people. The curiosity collector is almost whose popularity is at all to lie compared with that 
as old an institution as the tax collector. Bui I leave of Philately. Of course, I shall not institute a com- 
out the question of collecting altogether ; there are parison between stamp collecting and the collectine 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of ot»er men of rare books or any other of the time killing pastimes 
whl a el ynml-d to the designation of cramts, that oi the wealthy mentioned earlier in this article since 
name which so easily provokes the stamp collector’s such a comparison would be ludicrous. Rare'books 
wrath and indignation. There are horse-racing cranks, appeal to an entirely different class of men from those 
and cycling cranks, and dramatic cranks, and base-ball who are reading this article, and to compare two such 
cranks. In fact, a large majority of mankind seem pursuits would be absurd. But stamp and coin and 
to be engaged in ruling some pet hobby. Life and autograph collecting have a great deal in common, in 
the magazine article are both too short for me to fact, nany persons are more or less interested in all 

length on the various hobbies of man- three.
mu .1 restrict myself to a comna ison of Coin collet/ing, which is a much older pursuit than 

seven.l of the mo.,t prominent with our own favorite Philately, has always been the latter’s rival It has 
pastime. The collector of rare books would at first l>een respectfully treated by the sceptical world when 
sight appear to have the best hobby in existence ; but Philately was scoffed at. Bu1 Philately now has the 
when we -tup to consider that lie buys a scarce old laugh on her sister pursuit, for while Numismatics has 
folio, hot for ihe purpose of reading it, but because it stood still she has made a spurt and passed her in the 
is a rarity or a curious specimen of the book-maker’s race for popularity. Although I have never tried for 
art wc see that he is not so far intellectually superior myself the benefits of coin collecting, and cannot, 
to the philatelist, after all. A taste for reading is one therefore, speak from experience, we have the testi- 
of the most valuable habits which man cai. acquire, niony of many who have forsaken Numismatics for 
and the collecting of books for the purpose of reading Philately as to the superior charms of the later. Never- 
thero cannot l>, too much commended ; but I do not theless, it is a good old science, a little slow perhaps 
see that a love lor rare first editions will prove a whit but it ought to lie respected for age, if for nothing else’ 
more beneficial than a similar love for unique and Autograph Collecting is younger, and, although a 
scarce postage stamps. The collector of old china, very popular pastime, engaged in to some extent bv 
or pottery and I nc a brae of any kind, like the bib great numbers of those who burn to possess the signa- 
liomaiiiac is alwa>s cultured and intelligent, and us- lures of great men, is hardly likely to ever attract 
ually-wealthy, but this t lobby cannot claim to lie of many philatelists away from their hobby Autographs 
much b, nefit intellectually. Objects which are treas- are a first-rate teacher o biography, but there their 
ured because • t any hist ucal association are always merit ends ; whereas Ph lately can boast of multitud- 
instruct ve, and the china collector finds many plaques irons attractions.
and «b- ivs, on which are painted representations of Come now, my friends ; We have briefly glanced 
famou vents in history. Thus far, such a collection at about all the important fads of the hour, likely to 
is ben iictal, but the same drawback which applies to prove attractive to the philatelist’s heart. Would 
cdlecti.g of books is equally true in this case, namely yn« exchange your hobbv for any one of them? 
that m ney must lie expended freely to obtain any “ No! I,” cries Tom ; " I«ot I,” cries Harry • “ Not 
apprei dile results. 1 he philatelist, on the other hand, I." cries Dick ; and all about me I hear a chorus of 
is oft, a poor n-an. Hr very fact that many stamp negatives. - Why this enthusiasm ?” asks some new- 
colleci rs aie young men, necessarily working for Comer. The answer is not a long one. It is simnlv 
smal! - Ige-, plainly proves that here, at least, the because our hobby is the hobby of hobbies, 
nulliui ires do not dominate.
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THE HOBBY OF HOBBIES.

BY LEWIS G. QUACK EN BUSH.

“ The ruling fashion, 
The ruling passion vo

be it what it 
mpiers reason

will.
i still.—Pope.

sneak at any 
kind, and 1 i

Th« lobbies of our boyhood deserve little notice 
unles> be for the pleasures which they temporarily 
afford s. Looking back, it se< ms impossible that We desire to puichase, for cash, a quantity of first- 

clnss manusciipt for use in our Christmas number.


