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feed It to certain colonies producing 
comb honey during the entire summer 
harvest, giving each colony about all 
could handle during the night. At first 
I was afraid It would have a tendency 
to check their work during the ddy; 
but, not so. It seemed to act as a 
stimulus to still greater activity when 
they could go to the flowers. Then I 
felt I had solved the problem of pro
ducing comb honey from extracted. 
There were no more partly filled sec
tions to bother with; no more travel- 
stained sections to sell at a reduced 
price, but every one nicely filled out 
clear to the wood, and well capped.

I then found I had at my control for 
about 60 days as rich a harvest for 
the colonies I ran for comb honey as I 
could desire, and with not a break of 
even a day It was a pleasure to see 
those sections filled with choice comb' 
honey.

I don’t think it possible to feed thick 
extracted honey to bees for the pur
pose of producing comb honey so as 
to derive any profit from It after the 
honey-producing season Is over. I 
think that nearly all those that have 
ever tried It, and went only so far 
along this line, have given It up 111 
disgust. But when I took up this line 
of the business I went much further 
than any I had ever heard of, anil 
made it a success.

The day Is coming when the comb- 
honey producer will find it as I have 
stated above. He will have complete 
control of his harvest for comb honey 
simply by keeping a few more colonies 
and running them wholly for extracted 
honey to help his comb honey colonies 
aleng during those natural changes of 
the atmosphere which frequently cause 
the flowers to stop secreting necta1- 
several days at a time. Then the bees 
stop working In their sections, their 
combs turn yellow, and, If the honey- 
dearth lasts many days, as It some
times does, it requires a good harvest 
to start them at work again in their 
sections, and then those sections will 
never sell for the highest market price.

This can all be prevented when there Is 
a good feeder under every hive, and 
tanks full of extracted honey.

There must be some comb-honey pro
ducers who can throw some light on this 
subject; and, although I am out of this 
class, and giving only my own mite of 
experience when I produced com*' 
honey, I should be much pleased to 
hear through Gleanings the experience 
of others.

I repeat that, In order to produce 
comb honey from extracted at any pro
fit, It must be done during hot wea
ther while the bees are gathering nec
tar from the flowers; and the honey, 
before It is fed, must be thinned with 
boiling water to about the consistency 
of nectar. To feed thick extrade! 
honey out of season to produce comb 
honey Is a waste of both time anl 
honey; and the small amount of comb 
honey that Is produced Is likely to 
granulate and became unsalable.

This is one of those leading subjects 
which should receive our attention un
til our markets are free from so much 
unsalable honey as we often see. With 
the knowledge and appliances for pro 
duclng honey we now have, no man to 
excusable for putting a poor article on 
the market; and It Is a duty we owl 
to ourselves and each other to condemn 
this practice wherever we see it. I 
cannot see how locality can make much 
difference in this matter; but I can 
readily see that, If honey Is thinned tv 
the consistency of nectar with boiling 
water, It will have a tendency to pre
vent Its granulating; and If fed to bees 
in this condition during the season 

’ when it is natural for them to build 
comb and are gathering nectar from 
the flowers, a short slim harvest can 
be changed to a long rich one, for th» 
bees will simply be helped to carry out 
their natural Instinct, and ‘success will 
be the result.

Delanson, N. T.
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