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mother, are just ns good bees as can 
be produced. In other words, there Is 
no system of queen-rearing that will 
Improve a strain of bees; try apd not 
misunderstand me. To be sure, we 
must have queens that are sufficiently 
prolific to keep the brood-nests full of 
brood at a time of the year when this 
Is desirable, and possessed of a longev­
ity that will enable to perform this feat 
two or more seasons; having this, what 
more Is needed. As a rule, the honey- 
producer need trouble his head very 
little about the rearing of queens; the 
bees will attend to that and rear just 
as good queens as are needed. If his 
queen don't fill the brood-nests In the 
required season, how much more prac­
tical to simply reduce the size rtf his 
brood-nests until the queens do till 
them, instead of ransacking the earth 
for more prolific queens, or else bv 
twisting, turning and shifting about of 
combs, endeavor to make one queen lay 
an Increased number of eggs.

As I look at the matter In the light 
In which I am discussing it, the queen 
Is simply the vehicle of transmission 
from one generation to another; It Is 
the qualities to be transmitted rather 
than the vehicle of transmission that 
should receive our attention. To Illus­
trate: A man has a strain of bees that 
are of little value as honey-gatherers; 
can he, by any sort of "jugglery" at 
queen-rearing transform them Into en­
ergetic workers? Something might be 
done In the way of selection, but not by 
methods of -queen-rearing.

Bee-keepers often tell how much bet­
ter are the bees from the queen secured 
from this breeder than from the queen 
bought of some other breeder, or that 
the bees from the daughter of a queen 
from a certain breeder are superior to 
bees from the daughters of some other 
queen, and have argued from this that 
the queens and the manner In which 
they were reared caused the difference 
In results. 1 say no. The difference Is

In the strain of bees, and not In the 
manner In which the queens are reared.

That there are circumstances 
which much depends upon the queer, It 
Is idle to dispute. Some of our best 
bee-keepers have argued against extra 
prollflcness In the queen, some of them 
even going so fur as to assert that pro- 
lificness In the queen Is at the expense 
of quality In the bees; but that pro- 
lificness Is all-lmporta it to the user of 
large brood-nests cannot be dodged. He 
must have prolific queens, else one-h; 
of his brood chamber Is transformed 
Into a store-room. But this extra pro 
lificness is not secured by some pecu 
liar method of queen-rearing, but by 
selection—by rearing queens from thi 
colonies having the most promit 
queens. Here again the queen Is sim

goo 
buy 
que 
thaï 
live 
pra< 
piul 
rear 

I
rear 
filer 
can. 
peat 

As 
ot ( 

owli 
»n 

tenti 
iys

ply the vehicle for transmitting theeThe
quality of prollflcness from one gener­
ation to the other.

The age of queens may also hat- 
some bearing upon success. Where thi 
harvest ends with white clover mi 
surplus will be secured if the bees dfl 

not swarm; and colonies with you 
queens are far less likely to swarn 
Then, again, young queens lay mutt 
later In the fall, and this has a bearin 
u]>on the subject of wintering, as al 
does the time when they begin luyl 
In the spring.

As I have already said, we nee 
queens sufficiently prolific to fill tl 
brood-nests with eggs at the sea* 
of the year when this Is desirable al 
possessed of a reasonable amount 
longevity. This secured, nothing mo 
needs consideration except the sti* 
from which they come. Naturally, whi 
a man buys a queen he expects to g 
the worth of h1s money. If he hu; 
her to rear queens fr««m he expects It 
to be able to endow her royal offsprli 
with the qualities and characterIsti 
of her ancestors, and If she does tl 
he need not mourn if she lives or 
long enough to allow him to secure
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