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Questions and

\ &£ £ Answers

Questions to be answered in these colums should
be sent to us not later than the 1sth of each month in
order to insure their answer appearing in the follow-
ing issue. We wish to make this department as use-
ful to our readers as possible and a reliable source of
iformation. For the present a: least, the replies
will be procured from various sources.]

QuesTION.—On handling over my
comb honey this fall I found moths
nsome of it. How can I prevent
his and when does the moth lay her
ggs? 1 also found a little white

caut-filvorm about a quarter of an inch
perio@long and almost as thick as a pin,
bese seem to work in the cappings
otherMilbit make no web ; they resemble the
int oiikax worm but they are very small
“Cfc' i Frontenac. NOVICE.
) DI
at the

apiar
(\ fl\
ction

yours

Axswrr.—Professor Fletcher of
he Division of Emtomology and
otany, Ottawa, very kindly replies
us in reference to the above which
e submitted to him :—

Bull " It is difficult to reply to such a

in thi

estion as  this  without seeing

be Utgecimens, There are two insects
i Wighich might be the one your corres-
1e difndent is complaining of, either the
ence Ugmung caterpillar of the ordinary
on; billax Moth (Galleria mellonella,) or
orth caterpillar of the Meal Moth

ible,
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bdia interpunctella) which occas-
illy does injury to wax, among
1y other kinds of substances
ch this almost omnivorous insect
. The suggestion you have made
umigating the surplus combs with
tlphide of carbon is an excellent
,and perhaps the easiest method
thcan be adopted. It must be
kmbered that this is an extremely

i

ex1

inflammable material, and great care
must be taken that no light is
brought near the box in which the
fumigating is taking place. A few
ounces in an open dish placed with
the combs in a tightly closed recept-
acle will soon volatilize, and the
combs should be subjected to the
vapour for at least 48 hours. 'This
should bedone in a shed or some
other place out of doors when the
weather is not too cc'd. It is also a
good plan to leave combs in which
there is any idea that *“ wax worms”
are at work, in an out building, so
that they may be exposed to freezing
weather during the winter.

I do not understand how the
moths can get into your correspon-
dent’s honey, that is if he really
means moths and not their caterpil-
lars. The true Wax Moth (G. mel-
lonella) lays its eggs during the
warmer months of summer, but the
Meal Moth, being more of a granary
insect, emerges over a longer period
and may lay her eggs indoors at any
time from early spring to late
autumn, ”’

We presume that our quierist
refers to the caterpillars of the Wax
Moth and not to the insect itself and
that the little worms he speaks of are
the caterpillars of the Meal Moth
described by Dr. Fletcher. Weak
colonies, black bees and poorly con-
structed hives are usually accoun-
table for the condition. We however
would be much inclined to think
that in this case the eggs of both
these insects were deposited in the
combs sometime during the interval
that our correspondent kept the
honey in his store room prior to
grading and packing.—Ed.



