
mipht decide on in that case it WM not intcndou to app<jint a conimiiwion. The«

Answers did not justify the OppoHition leftderH remarks or tho»o of any oth<

f^ntleman, that the ('i)vernment intends to <lo nothing.

J NORTH Waterloo.

" The cases of Wildfong and CumminRK, in the North Waterloo election, arc

oatside the claHs of ordinary bribery cases, as to which adntittedly a distinction

should be made. Nothing is so important as strict regularity in the conduct of

elections, and while bribery must, by every means t)(wsiblu, bo restrained and

punished, it is even more necessary that ofticials conducting elections should be

free from oven the suspicion of wrongdoing. Cuminings is reported lu having

miscounted ballots. One would suppose that the scrutineers would have set

right any miptako in that direction. A mistake may have been ma<Ie inadvert-

ently, Hnd this has often occurred where no wrongful action was intended. It is

altogethe: a question of deliberate intention. But miscounting of ballots iloes

not appear to be specifically provided for by the act, nor does it appear to come

within any of the general provisions of the act."

I.r. IToY :
" The hon. gentleman will pardon me, but the report of the com-

missioners says that Cumming's fraudulently miscounted 21 ballots." (Opposi-

tion applause.)

Mr. Gibson :
" I do not say that he did not. I say that mist/xkes frequently

occur in these things. Ballots may be inadvertently miscounted. The Judges

report this case as fraudulently miscounting. Perhaps tho hon. gentleman is in a

position to say whether that makes any difference. I would like to know

where he can put his finger on a clause of the election act that provides a penalty

where there is fraudulent miscounting. I am unable to find any special provision

in the election law which reaches it. There is that much to be said as to the

difficulties whie may be incurred when it becomes nece8.sary to prosecute these

men. (Government applause.)

WILDFONG'S CASE.

"Wildfong's case," Mr. Gibson continued, "is ditJ'erent. Tho defacing of

ballots is expressly made a grave offence, tut no direct evidence appears to have

been given to incriminate Wildfong. A process of exclusion of others who

denied having any knowledge of the alterations and defacement of the baK-its

seems to have led to the conclusion arrived at, that Wildfong, as the deputy

returning officer, must have committed the offence. My view is that further

proceedings should be instituted." In this connection Mr. Gibson pointed out

that he has introduced, at this session, legislation bringing the procuring -f ap-

pointments of deputy returning officers by fraud and wilful misconduct in count-

ing ballots within the provisions of the Ontario Election Act.

DESTRUCTION OF BALLOTS.

He continued :—" As to the amendment now Viefore the House censuring the

Government for not prosecuting those who were concerned in the destruction

of the ballots in the West Eip' lase, no one who has read the report of the

would serif ..jlv think that there was reasonable ground forcommissioners
adopting such a course. The three Judge-:., 1 iving taken all the evidence tlm*

could be found or that could r"*sibly have any bearing in the matter, report* '1

as follows :—' The commissioi. rs can arrive at no other conclusion upon Mie


