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SEED-IMPROVEMENT.

By J. C IlKAnKY, Soil. \si> Chop Ix.'*thi(Tor.

MM CiiiiiiiUtiii Sii'd rfiKwcrs" AmxihIiiIIiui Is a volmitiiry orKinil/iillon,

xvorklii« In .•oiiJmutUtn with llic I)iimltil.)ti SkmI nniiicli iiiid ns mi

extt'iision (>f till- I'xiicrliiu'ntiil-fiiriii x.VMtoin, ninl riirlvliig tlio luri-s-

wir.v fiiiKlx for Us opcriilloii fioiii tlio l»oiiiliiloii (iovfrniiiont. The

oliJi'<'t of tlio AsscKiiitloii Is to coiLsfi-vo for llif piililU' KOO<I tlip qiinllty

of M'vil iiriKluccil !))• iiliint-liiiprovlna iiml pliint-lirtKHlliiK cxporls. Jt

Is eiisy to muU-rstiiiiil that the small qiiantlllos of this liiBliclass swd (llslrll)iltPtl

auioiiK the fanners would nfMin lose lis Identity, unless some ellUleut measure wore

adopted to retain It. It alms also to assist the fanner to take advantage of a few

of the laws of plant-Improvement and to give his work a rwognltlon that will hrlng

him tinaneial advantage.

The farmer's work In seed-Improvement is based on tlie fact that individual

plants of the same variety sown In the same Held may vary In type, yielding power,

adaptalilllty. strength of straw, milling (pnilKy, and In various other ways. l»y

eontlnuons .selection of tliose iilants whieli eoiifurm to a standard the iindeslralile

plants may l)e ellmln;ited and the l.esl retained. .Xclual field tests have demon-

slrated wonderful ditrerenifs in yield and cinality In favcair of seleeteii seed wlu>n

tlie .sele<tlon Ints Ihk'U carefully and intelligently made. Furthermore, well-selwted

seed grown under favourable conditions such as should be given the farm secd-jiafch

will produce seed superior In plumpness and vitality, and thus contribute to the

yield of the succeeding crop.

THE METHODS.

First decide on the variel;. of the crop to bo Improved. II is imiHirtant that tlio

variety chosen shall be adaptcil to the district, and if at all possible the whole

district should adopt tlie same variety. For puriioses of marketing it Is important

tliat large fiunntlties of soed oonl'orming to the same st.mdard should bo available

at the one point. M the outside, not nioic than two varieties of the same crop

should be chosen. Here is a gofxl place for the farmers to benclit by llie practical

applicaf ^ of the princiiilcs of co-operation.

Ha ' • decided on the variety to be improved, the next steji before inaiiing any

selectio) Is to get clearly defined in one's mind the iiiialitiri ta hr ilcHiirtl In the

plant, and the liipi- of iihnil likely to jn'oduco tlii'Se tpialities.

The vaiiety of crop and the type of plant tuiving been decided, the best seed

conformins to tiu'sc reiiuiremcMts should be iiriKiirod and sown on the liest iilece of

ground aviiilal>lo on the farm.

Just before tlio crop is liarvosted about 40 lb. of seed sliould be selected from

plants whloli conform as nearly as possible to the desired standards. This process

rci>enti>d for tliroc years, the selected grain being sown each successive year, provides


