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a. Jiuid lias been tl.o lot of th- rru.sian Poles „nder
these apostlos of cult.ne un.I of lij^l.t- their hu.gnage
tahooed in tho schools, thoir lands anjuired muU- com-
puI.Mon -(hat (hey w<.|romG the ooininjr of the Kiissian
Tsar, believino. that some form .)f autonomy uiuhr the
Russian autocrat wouM hv far pref-raMe to th.-ir j^resent
condition. Of the temper of A^ace and Lorraine it is
sui.erH.ious to speak. These provinces wore once ( Jerman •

and yet after more than forty years of G.-rman rule they
are as French in their sympathies as when they first
eame. after the war of 1870. under German domination.

It IS unnf cessary to enhirge here upon the most recent
example of (ierman respect for the principle of nationality.
It IS true that the Gerinnn Chancellor has more than
once insisted that Germany had no .juarrel with the
liberty and independence of Belffiun-. She only
demanded that German troops should be allowed a free
passage through Belgian soil. As, however, the in-
evitable result must have been that France would have
claimed the same privilege, and that, in consequence,
free and independent Belgium would ha , become the'
cockpit of the contending Powers in a war v.hich \.as no
concern of hers, what sort of lioerty or independence
would such a state of things have implied ?
Ui>on the other hand we may, without cant or boasting,

claim that the British Emi.ire has, genen.lly speaking,
encouraged the national idea in its component memb<>rs.
The two exceptions that will Ije thrown in our teeth by
no means prove the contrary. The case of Ireland is 1 .0

complicated and too ditHcult to enter upon in a brief
survey, but at least it may be asserted that, whatever may
have been the sins of omission or commission in I]iigland's
bthaviour towards Ireland, for the last forty years, at
aiy rate, there has been no desire, on the part of either


