- states,] because the warm welcome and
u Im words they had received since their
Irrival in Ottawa bore eloquent testimony
'O o that}fact. According to their joint press
p elease] the two groups of parliamentarians
Eadily agreed that it would be opportune
or the European Economic Community
b establish a permanent delegation, or at
bast an information office, in Ottawa, both
p provide Canadians with more informa-
fon about EEC affairs and to provide
{aison|between the Brussels administra-
fon and Canadian Government circles. It
vould {not, of course, encroach on the
»ezn fliplomatic representation functions of the
Cy timbassies of the Nine. Sir Christopher
mporSoames agreed that relations between the
ficatilommission and the Canadian Govern-
ationsnent had been too fortuitous and should
optia‘e est::iblished on a regular basis, but he
ribed)ointed out that the Commission had to
platippbtain] approval from the Council of
yber Ministers of the EEC before opening per-
omprh en:t offices in Ottawa.
avelop! : D'uring a press conference, Mr.
aspeSoames said that, once the decision is
tudy taken i)y the member countries to launch
» _ .4 dialogue with Canada, relations between
or ¢he Community’s institutions and Cana-
Stidian- Government authorities could be
;ulatéuperix'nposed on those of all kinds Canada
face AaS long maintained bilaterally with Com-
munity member states. However, he stated
that © these bilateral relations between
sountries remained the main instruments
risit of thef rapprochement between Canada
. theind Europe that both parties deemed
d E?esira le.
r, Per’
hal] Formal goals
.gica]rwo other formal objectives in Ottawa’s
e repeuropean diplomatic relations were ap-
d poarently discussed during the Soames-
3 ,)og§ham]talks, but on these no agreement on
Emozommgn action could be reached because
nstmlhe \cxce-president of the Commission
ed i~ould not commit the Community to them.
2 fter esel were the declaration of principles
s psrhe Canadian Government would like to
en ;stalzlgsh with Brussels to govern economic
t1.e Felations between Canada and Europe —
3 gat&a. dec'laratlon that would naturally be
l bydlﬁerqnt from the one the Community has
Iready agreed to negotiate with the
d sUnited States — and the still vague pro-
) (Tlecte general agreement on co-operation
+n fhe External Affairs Department would
. te.hke eyentually to conclude with the Nine.
| s¢/ . But perhaps we should be even more
. pleased at the fact that the conversations

li
arling la%t November largely "avoided the

gion

Sen .
o 1 horny trade question (the tariff adjust-
: Caxyen Ottawa would like to obtain, the

o moral debt” to Canada contracted by the

Britain’s Sir Christopher Soames, a
vice-president of the Commission of the
European Community, led delegation in
talks with Canadian cabinet ministers.

EEC as a result of its enlargement under
the aegis of GATT, the possible modifica-
tion of the preferential tariff arrangements
Britain still enjoys on the Canadian mar-
ket) to consider aspects of Canadian-
European economic co-operation that are
more promising because they have fewer
roots in the past — the energy sector is an
example. It is significant that the members
of the European Parliament were inter-
ested in and curious about the Canadian
nuclear reactor (the CANDU system), the
availability of uranium and the develop-
ment potential of Alberta’s tar-sands.

The general theme of the conference
organized by the CIIA, held the same
weekend, was “Canada and the European
Community”. Sir Christopher Soames de-
livered the inaugural address, Mr. Sharp
spoke as well, and the conference closed
with a panel of journalists chaired by
Jean-Luc Pepin, former Canadian Minis-
ter of Industry, Trade and Commerce. The
main events of the conference were four
workshops, led mainly by officials from
Brussels and Ottawa. In their three ses-
sions they studied ‘the following themes:
trade and commerce, agriculture, industry
and technology, resources and energy, and
relations between Canada and Europe in
general, considered in the context of the
world as a whole.

It is deplorable that so few Quebec-
kers and representatives of the Atlantic
Provinces took part in the conference.
According to the list distributed by the
organizers, fewer than 30, or scarcely 18
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