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'tates, because the warm welcome and

lin words they had received since their
irrival in Ottawa bore eloquent testimony

'0 nô that fact. According to their joint press
j^elease the two groups of parliamentarians

6adi1y agreed that it would be opportune
or th European Economic Community
n establish a permanent delegation, or at
éast an information office, in Ottawa, both

provide Canadians with more informa-
ion atout EEC affairs and to provide
iaison between the Brussels administra-
on and Canadian Government circles. It

vould ^ not, of course, encroach on the
)ean p(iplomatic representation functions of the
c3> t^;mbassies of the Nine. Sir Christopher
mpor^oames agreed that relations between the
ficati^.ommission and the Canadian Govern-
ationsnent had been too fortuitous and should
optio;ie estâblished on a regular basis, but he

!ribed
elatio
)ber

inted out that the Commission had to
btainj approval from the Council of

ters of the EEC before opening per-
omprEnanent offices in Ottawa.

that these bilateral relations between

velop^ During a press conference, Mr.
aspec^^^ said that, once the decision is
,tudy en ^y the member countries to launch
11 - a dialogue with Canada, relations between

or çihe Cômmunity's institutions and Cana-
S}^iian bovernment authorities could be

,ulatjuperimposed on those of all kinds Canada
face lorig maintained bilaterally with Com-

unit^'j member states. However, he stated

Lountries remained the main instruments
jisit f th rapprochement between Canada

the^d Europe that both parties deemed
id E^esiratle.

r. Per,
ha11 sFormâl goals
gidIwo ôther formal objectives in Ottawa's
e re uropean diplomatic relations were ap-
^d b.arently discussed during the Soames-

9o^harpItalks, but on these no agreement on
Ëur.rommon action could be reached because
nQhe vice-president of the Commission

ted puld not commit the Community to them.

aiter^ were the declaration of principles

is ps^"e Canadian Government would like to

7en ^stablish with Brussels to govern economic

the ^ôns between Canada and Europe -
a declaration that would naturally be

g b5differént from the one the Community has
^Iready agreed to negotiate with the

pd ^ nited States - and the still vague pro-
r(0ecte ^ general agreement on co-operation
,t7 ,,the ^gternal Affairs Department would
s te^e e entually to conclude with the Nine.

I stl ut perhaps we should be even more
arliapleased at the fact that the conversations

„eno 1a^t November largely avoided the
^thorn trade question (the tariff adjust-e toCmen

Ottawa would like to obtain, the
é0^`mo 1 debt" to Canada contracted by the

Britain's Sir Christopher Soames, a
vice-president of the Commission of the
European Community, led delegation in
talks with Canadian cabinet ministers.

EEC as a result of its enlargement under
the aegis of GATT, the possible modifica-
tion of the preferential tariff arrangements
Britain still enjoys on the Canadian mar-
ket) to consider aspects of Canadian-
European economic co-operation that are
more promising because they have fewer
roots in the past - the energy sector is an
example. It is significant that the members
of the European Parliament were inter-
ested in and curious about the Canadian
nuclear reactor (the CANDU system), the
availability of uranium and the develop-
ment potential of Alberta's tar-sands.

The general theme of the conference
organized by the CIIA, held the same
weekend, was "Canada and the European
Community". Sir Christopher Soames de-
livered the inaugural address, Mr. Sharp
spoke as well, and the conference closed
with a panel of journalists chaired by
Jean-Luc Pepin, former Canadian Minis-
ter of Industry, Trade and Commerce. The
main events of the conference were four
workshops, led mainly by officials from
Brussels and Ottawa. In their three ses-
sions they studied `the following themes:
trade and commerce, agriculture, industry
and technology, resources and energy, and
relations between Canada and Europe in
general, considered in the context of the
world as a whole.

It is deplorable that so few Quebec-
kers and representatives of the Atlantic
Provinces took part in the conference.
According to the list distributed by the
organizers, fewer than 30, or scarcely 18


