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of Prime Minister Mackenzie King’s 
radio address follows:

I am going to speak to you to­
night of Canada’s support of our 
army overseas.

The government has been giving 
the closest attention to all the avail­
able facts. We have been examining 
the probabilities of the unknown 
future course of the war. We have 
been considering particularly the 
methods of supplying reinforce­
ments required by the Army. At the 
risk of increasing temporary an­
xiety we have taken the time need­
ed to look at all the facts. In war 
time conditions change very rapid­
ly. Five years’ experience has taught 
us all that nothing is more uncer­
tain than war.

I emphasize the question of rein­
forcements because no other ques­
tion is' more importance to our 
fighting men. The government is 
fully aware of the public concern 
about reinforcements.

Let me begin by placing the 
question in its true perspective in 
the picture of Canada’s total milit­
ary effort. Since 1939, nearly 1,000,- 
000 men have served in Canada’s 
three armed forces. The present 
strength of the three services is 
about 750.000. All but 68,000 are vol­
unteers. These figures represent a 
stupendous achievement in raising 
fighting men for a nation of less 
than 12,000,000, particularly when 
account is taken of the manpower 
required for war production and 
vital civilian services.

ARMY ONLY
The problem of reinforcements 

concerns only one of the three 
armed services. The Navy and the 
Air Force have no such problem. 
The Navy, with 85,000 men in the 
service, has reached the peak of 
its manpower needs. The Air Force, 
with 190,000 men in its ranks, has 
passed the peak of its manpower 
requirements. For that we should 
all be thankful. The reason is that 
Air Force casualties, though costly, 
have been very much lighter than 
were anticipated.

The present strength of the 
Army including the draftees is over 
455.000 men. Of this number, about 
390,000 are volunteers.

Over 45,000 men have volunteer­
ed for general service since Jan­
uary 1 of the present year. Most 
of the men now in the Army have 
been in its ranks for one, two. 
three or four years. All but recent 
recruits have received long, rigor­
ous and varied training.
it is against this background that 

we should examine the statement 
that reinforcements without ade­
quate training are being sent into

action. The Canadian Army is a 
huge organization. At one time or 
another, more than 650,000 men 
have served in its ranks during 
this war. Of that great number a 
few have failed to receive all the 
training prescribed. Competent of­
ficers have made the most careful 
review. They find that the number 
of these exceptional cases is ex­
ceedingly small. The highest mili­
tary advisers of the government 
are satisfied that reinforcements 
sent into action have been well 
trained.

HIGHLY TRAINED
The record of Canada's Army in 

Italy, France, Belgium and Hol­
land is not the record of an army 
of which any part lacked adequate 
training. On the contrary, the 
military achievements of our army 
are the best possible evidence of 
the efficiency of its training. Since 
they went into action in July, 1943. 
our troops have received a steady 
stream of reinforcements to re­
place casualties.

The recent victories on the 
Scheldt are the answer to those 
who say that, because of insuffi­
ciently trained reinforcements, the 
Army is not being adequately sup­
ported.

The need for reinforcements is, , 
of course, based upon the number 
of casualties. When we speak of 
the number of casualties, this does 
not mean the number killed. It 
means the number killed, wound­
ed, missing and prisoners of war, 
and also those who because of 
sickness or other incapacity are 
not available for immediate com- , 
bat. , I

The probable number of casual- ; 
ties has to be estimated in advance. 
Before D-Day, no one could possib­
ly know how great the casualties 
would be in northwestern Europe. 
The military experts of all the for­
ces which landed in France made 
the most careful estimates of prob­
able casualties. These estimates 
were based on experience in other 
theatres, on the probable nature of 
the operations in France and the 
Low Countries, and on the most, 
careful appreciation of the strength j 
of enemy resistance.

BELOW ESTIMATES
4 In the actual fighting, the total 

casualties in our army have not 
been as great as the number esti­
mated and provided for. Infantry 
casualties were lower than ex­
pected in the actual landings and 
higher than estimated in the heavy 
fighting since the beachheads were 
established in June.

The Army has been obliged to 
transfer some of the men original­
ly trained for other arms into the 
pool of infantry reinforcements. 
This procedure is known as “re­
mustering.” Such transfers are

bound to be a disappointment for 
men who have been highly trained 
in a particular arm of the service 
and find themselves obliged, by 
the circumstances of war, to trans­
fer to another arm.

But such troops are not untrain­
ed. All “re-mustered” troops have : 
had basic infantry training. In addi- ! 
tion to basic training and me train­
ing they have received in their par­
ticular arm, they are given further 
specialized infantry training before 
being sent into combat.

I now come to the question: Is 
there an adequate reserve of rein­
forcements for the Army? In the 
opinion of the military authorities, 
no difficulty is likely to arise ex­
cept in relation to reinforcements 
for the infantry. Infantry reinforce­
ments have been adequate to meet 
requirements to date. But, during 
his recent visit to the Army over­
seas, Col. Ralston learned that to 
provide replacements for future 
casualties at present rates, the flow 
of infantry reinforcements from 
Canada should be accelerated.

One fact needs to be empha­
sized. There is not an overall 
shortage of potential reinforce­
ments. Many thousands of men 
are in training now and enlist­
ments are continuing at an encour­
aging rate. Because we cannot 
tell how long the war may last, 
we must, as long as a possible need 
may arise, continue to recruit men 
for the Army to keep up the sup­
ply of reinforcements. But recent 
recruits and those who enlist from 
now on will not be available un­
til they are trained.

Col. Ralston’s report to the gov­
ernment disclosed an immediate
Çroblem which has to be faced.

'hat problem is to find the means 
of speeding up the flow of fully 
trained infantry reinforcements to 
*neet, not an actual shortage of re­

inforcements now, but a possible 
shortage in the next few months.

The question many of you will 
ask at once, is: Why not send over­
seas some of the draftees who are 
fully trained in Canada under the 
National Resources Mobilization 
Act?

That will seem to many of you 
the easiest way of meeting the 
problem. It is not, however, in ac­
cord with the policy of keeping our 
Army overseas a 100 per cent, vol­
untary Army if we possibly can. 
The voluntary system of raising 
our overseas forces has produced 
splendid results during five years 
of war.

FAVORS VOLUNTEERS.
We have always believed that 

Canada’s forces, having begun as 
voluntary forces, would be more 

„ effective, and that the country 
woud be more united in their sup­
port. if we continued to relv upon


