
The question of conscription, properly viewed, is a military 
question. The place to discuss it is in parliament. What the govern­
ment now seeks for itself and for parliament is freedom to consider 
and debate and decide this question, like all other questions connected 
with the war, unrestricted by any pledge and in the light only of the 
needs of national security.

A part of our forces should be kept in Canada to protect us 
against attack; a part of our forces should be sent overseas to help 
defeat the enemy arid thus prevent him from attacking Canada. 
Both tasks are equally essential to our safety. Anyone who tells 
you that only one of these tasks is necessary is deceiving you. The 
government with the information which it alone possesses is in a 
position to decide where Canada’s forces can be used to the greatest 
advantage in defending Canada, and in helping to defeat Germany 
and Japan, or how the armed forces required can best be raised. We 
do not ask the people to make that decision. But we believe the 
matter is so important that the government and parliament should 
be completely free to decide the question wholly on its merits.

Parliament to Safeguard Rights of People
The people of Canada are not going to hesitate to take any step 

which they believe to be necessary for the preservation of their 
freedom. They are certainly not going to hesitate to adopt any 
measure needed to preserve their national existence, but they will 
wish to know, and they have a right to know, that before any step 
is taken, that step is necessary. This is particularly true in the case 
of a measure which has been the subject of bitter controversy and 
the source of disunity in the past.

The only place it can satisfactorily be decided whether a par­
ticular step is necessary or a particular measure needed, is in 
parliament. In parliament, the government can state its case and 
provide the information on which a wise decision can alone be made.

In the greatest of all emergencies, I ask you, are you not prepared 
to trust the government and your own parliament to see that only 
those things are done which are wholly in the interest of the country? 
If there are any who are not, who or what are they prepared to trust? 
This is the question I should like every citizen of Canada to ask him­
self, and herself as he or she proceeds to answer “yes” or “no” to the 
question being asked on the 27th of this month.

National Existence as well as National Freedom Threatened
But there is a greater and more urgent reason why the restriction 

on the power of the government should be removed. And to this I ask 
your special attention. I have spoken of unity. To a nation, there 
is one thing even more important than the preservation of its unity.
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That is the preservation of its existence. To those who, beyond the 
events of to-day, are able to look into the future, it is no longer the 
unity, it is the very existence of our country as a free nation which 
they see is in danger to-day. We are no longer in a world where 
even the most powerful nation is able, by itself, to save itself from the 
ambition and greed of the aggressor nations. For the preservation of 
its very existence, each free country is going to need all the help that 
other free countries can give. It will require the utmost co-operation 
on the part of all free countries to save them from becoming victims, 
one by one, of the gangster nations whose undoubted aim is world 
conquest. With our immense territory, great resources and small 
population, no country may come to need the help of the other 
countries more than our own. Unless we continue to do all we can to 
help others, we shall have no right to expect them to do all they can 
to help us. Until the present tide of conquest is turned into over­
whelming defeat for the enemy, no country—and assuredly not 
Canada—can consider itself secure.

International Situation Exceedingly Critical

The last thing I have been or would wish to be is an alarmist. 
I would, however, not be true to the trust the people of Canada have 
reposed in me did I not say that I believe the situation, for all free 
nations, is far more critical to-day than it has ever been. Canada’s 
position is by no means an exception. Look at what has happened 
in the past two and a half years of war; look at what is happening 
to-day, and ask yourselves what other view is possible. Practically 
the whole of continental Europe, except Russia, is under the domina­
tion of Germany, and is compelled to serve her war machine. Despite 
Russia’s magnificent campaign and the ground she has regained, much 
of her European territory is still in Nazi hands. Who can say what 
the outcome of the struggle between Russia and Germany may be? 
In the Middle East and in Africa, the situation is also desperately 
critical. In Asia and in the Pacific, Japan controls a large part of 
China, and has seized most of the strategic strongholds and territories 
formerly possessed by The Netherlands, France, Britain and the 
United States.

Across the Pacific, the tide of Japanese conquest has swept swiftly 
over thousands of miles of sea. A few weeks ago, it was Hong Kong, 
Singapore and the East Indies—attacked and taken ; a little later, 
Burma and Australia attacked, with New Zealand also threatened. 
To-day it is Ceylon and India. Who can say how, or when, or where, 
the sweep of attempted invasion and actual conquest is going to end. 
Neither sea nor land defences have stopped the advances of the 
Germans and the Japanese. It becomes increasingly clear that both 
Germany and Japan are putting forth a supreme effort to achieve
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