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and known for their friendliness to His Majesty’s GGovernment, who would study
the best means of serving the common interest of the Arabs. At all costs they
must avoid risk of disruption among the Arab peoples, and equally avoid any
action that might cause misunderstanding between the Arabs and His Majesty’s
(Government. '

Nuri did not respond very sympathetically to these proposals. He evidently
agreed that the most important question to be settled was that of Syria and
Palestine, but he wished to see them united into one strong and independent
nation. Nor did he attach particular importance to the character or personality
of the representatives of the different States as suggested by Ibn Saud, since
they would only be the mouthpiece of their respective Governments. Nuri also
believed that a general Arab conference to promote unity could only be held after
the question of Syria and Palestine had been successfully settled.

To this Ibn Saud replied that he had nothing to add to what he had already
said about Syria and Pufestine. but that he considered it the duty of all Arabs to
strive for the independence of those two countries, This, however, should be done
quietly, without publicity, and only in full agreement with Great Britain and the
United States. He agreed that the time was not ripe for a general Arab
conference, but saw no reason why discreet preparations for such a conference
should not begin. :

As elsewhere in the Middle East, the fall of Tunis and Bizerta has been
greeted in the Levant States with widespread satisfaction, and many messages
of congratulation have been received at His Majesty’s Legation from local
notables. The general economic situation is causing serious anxiety. On the
12th May gold was quoted at 60 Syrian pounds to the sovereign, the highest price
yet recorded, while textiles and other essential commodities have again increased
in price.

His Highness the Amir Abdullah has sent his congratulations on our victory
in Tunisia to the Prime Minister personally and to His Majesty’s Government.
" The Arab world in particular,” says the Amir, * rejoices at this result, which
will save many of the sons of their race in Africa from the disasters and
calamities of war, and bring the Allies nearer to peace and victory.”’

Relations between the Palestine Government and the Jewish Agency have
become somewhat strained owing to the attitude adopted by the Agency over
Jewish recruiting. Some months ago it was learnt that the Jewish Agency was
resorting to methods of intimidation on the pretext of facilitating the recruit-
ment of Jews for the forces, whereupon the Palestine Government 1ssued certain
Defence Regulations designed to protect the population against such illegal
methods. The Jewish Agency took the strongest exception to these regulations,
and has not ceased to press for their withdrawal. Nor has the Agency dropped
its objectionable methods, which have recently given rise to two incidents. First,
an unauthorised Jewish civilian and his clerk who were attached by the Agency
to a recruiting unit, apparently to ensure Jewish enlistment, were ordered to leave
the premises by the G.0.C.; next, as a consequence of an attack by six Jewish
soldiers on a Jewish civilian at Tel Aviv, the recruiting office in that town was
searched by the police. Mr. Shertok, head of the Political Department of the
Jewish Agency, took great offence at our action on both occasions, and has
informed the Palestine Government that the Agency recruiting oflice will hence-
forth discontinue its activities. While regretting the Agency’s decision, the
Palestine Government clearly cannot allow the Agency, or anv other body, to set
up what is tantamount to an alternative system of government in Palestine ; nor
does there seem any chance of real co-operation between the Government and the
Agency over recruiting so long as such a challenge to the authority of the
Government continues. ; ’

The Soviet-Polish dispute has given rise to much discussion in the coffee-
houses of Traq, where there seems to be little sympathy for the Poles, who are not
popuiar locally. The widespread and general satisfaction over the news from
North Africa continues. But in its comments on the Axis defeat the Iraqi press
has gene further than usual and has begun to speculate on the future of the Arabh
territories of North Africa. Editorials have appeared asking why the terms ; f
the Atlantic Charter have not yet been applied to that part of the world i Od
why the Arab inhabitants in those regions should not be granted /the ri;fhé nf
self-determination. One editorial demands that the Alljes shall CSE?I[ l'oh
‘ vonstitutiona} democracy "’ in the Arab countries of North Africa de('l"u)'i]l?r
that these territories ‘‘ are part of the greater Arah homeland,”” :uﬂ( that

. African Arabs should accept nothing in place of independence, liberty ap]
democracy. Tty
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rti ' inspired, and that
robable that these artlc'les are ofﬁc.lall inspired, ,
Nurilf’az E,e?iri;ppointed with tI;he results m}ratholfu l;hsfgi%,mt'(t;s z:ghi :‘?:12:3 gfl&lll‘glg)
] ith the failure of his emissary, Jam ;
321t;¥wcﬁgy‘:iluring his rgceng vishi_ts to nelght?;nt?ygasdt\?ot::ﬂ]:]ogpirﬁ) %iedgl;)z 33:';:;
of the Axis in North Africa for his own presti E i S i g
there. The Arabs'of North Africa may. be fla erth by thess 3tmqs Ssemions
for their future, while those who dream of uniting l e't,h B e L
of the eastern world may well regard such an appea thul Intoncth AbY SYRI ST
The Shah has sent a telegram to The King cqxllgra a ) g R O Bl IRt
in Tunisia; and Mr. Eden has received a similar messag 9, he Dergii
ini ign Affairs. The victory has been given pro (
yél?sl&t;rpf:%gsm::dghas had a favourable effect on public melopt.h t{x geAtitl)&ci
ituation havi’ng slightly improved, there.is less dissatisfaction wi h 6 ACHRS
- zim ith the Persian Government. On the 11th May nine _wagon-loei{ ? odw e
z;_,n WRussia arrived in Tehran, and on the 14th thirty military truck- oat s v; ke
!llomd e to reach the capital. If deliveries of wheat from Russia _c?n 131u 2
oo t the promised rate of 7,500 tons a month, it should be possible, ?‘;i
i t ril;)ajn for Tehran to subsist without further help from us untll teg
ﬂOt aztye Ke reserve of some 4,500 tons of cereals has already been accn;mu athe
bar:;: ih Tehran, and our best policy may be to add to this 1'ealt,prv¢;0 rr'cI)‘l:hran
bilance ot ,Stm e bebgglivere(;lmtar ::S{d {ﬁea'ggggaﬁ':rigf ﬁswill greatly
ween xt h . _
ga{l bfoa;tlg?idseﬁt)jleﬂ}l)%l?&?:ld situation and, moreover, it will serve to discourage
s;egulation and hoarding when the new harvest 1s gathered.

THE FAR EAST.

1 ¥
While conjecture reigns as to what is pot_’te_ndeq by Fgleogssﬁll'riltl,)il;}?ba 1;3

Washington, at the same time as the Prime MlnlsFterts tvl:S;'e’ Rsifigs b=y
American high military personalities from the Far I,aso,h iln: i e

ival of activity in the actual theatre of war. In ( R bt
\euriich f the fresh Japanese campaigns referred to in the last.twe i
i . "in the South-West Pacific area an intensified air offensive fy -
e Summa;y,ﬁ rthern Pacific an American advance in the Aleutians for nt:
e U tfeAtgu the westernmost island of the_c!lam; in Burﬁm a govpn;:aﬂa
recaptuy{a ; the contrary direction, our troogs retiring from the Mayu ; lemn'tive
unha.p(i) l yhmf tier of India. Japanese submarines have been unusually a(lt,in
?ﬁv;ilt‘azkts gn IXllllied communications in the Pa!(]nﬁc. '(l)lllle tge;'n;ﬁﬁs,og:afggge an§

&% ’’ gigns, are spurring Japan ol _
i lll)mpriﬁt(;;ypor:&%ity whicﬁ) Germbany as given to J apanSb llloldltzl]]%
ﬂauntlll}g oy unisia. Their optimism has been fed by reports from Schu ;(Ial, ke
thedAl e ﬁs aper c;)rrespondent in Tokyo, who has beerf laying strsﬁz énd b
53:;5 l;:t%hre}: onptt?: recuperation of the J ap&nesﬁ ﬁgsztlsntgh:? ;lllc(:;ast,le[;-(iz aencd ¢
' ' . He |

then‘;rf(l)gsvgzs %:&vzg;:f ll)ge;hglz%?g%o?if, elx?ld the ca.lleB({i-up reservists trained to the
FOW

el of picked troops, so that the expeditionary army is stronger and better than
ev A\ ’

i i he navy

ce, t00, is stronger than ever, also the navy,

ek e b alrhfeog(;(;)acity of which he makes the sursrlsmg
8.

? i ds, of t vh :
e aot T o below that of British and American yar
asserﬂmtlhtg}?tagplrsa?ggfsI:)Oft tllrll: C({r‘lreatg‘v East Asia experiment, Japanese speakers

i ' optimism and cautious reserve. A
i et 3 Sh? wn?e: uvl",;(;u;ig;ls tFnr eA%%{iE(;S);')re};s interview last week at Il\{/lamlia:i
il 2o db ‘ﬁor'shin up his grand tour of his ministerial demesne. tet, }??n
whave he ooy nlEa,stgAsia bloc was on the way to becoming the tgreaf;es er%
) Greailltetr the world had seen, that all the prerequisites o sugcete;s twt,he
of the sort tha al resources, scientific knowledge and man-power—anc : 1? e
o S bricht. A far soberer estimate was that of a Sou de
Rfosgg;:‘ttf‘a, ,w(;’;ﬁnggrfn th% Kalnische Zeitung, who comg)lat]ﬁledr eogfi otr?ear}llgr::i vi(;:g
4 g e by visitors to the _
g:{s g}(l)?ufti-?rgmg:;igegbgigl%rrfihzrgﬁgi}é; lt}l(:alj:; they development of the Southern Region

1 The handicaps to progress which Japanese writm“is trl?:sita;, z(;c!:l?sgl‘ﬁgﬁ
is egtsy' are shipping shortage, paucity of trained oiﬁc;}zzls, an 4 $he Lappens o
?:;_lggl)]erativeness of native populqtionge which (t:illnn;)vso la::e;g X e Rasgern-
i i . The interconnexion between the ; :
}]I{;Zl:}@(;iit;d e:lflt?glse deploring the lack of efficient Japanese officials capable o

working a new administrative system to replace the British, American and Duteh.
D
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