Japan's Demon Drummers and Dancers

Kodo dances to exotic rhythm of a different drummer
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Y HOW TO EXCEL AT YOUR STUDIES no-17

Work smarter, not harder! What do you need? -

Demon Drummers will perform at Ryerson Theatre this weekend.
* Motivational tips. * Four 'Do Nots'!
®* 12 Steps to essay prep. ®* Success.
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You could be saving $100's
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only $7.00! Clip this paper's logo AORIY
and date and you may discount a full
$1.00 from your total order. These
are gauranteed to please or your
money back!
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Canadian Children’s Theatre
opens its seventh season with a series of ten

DRAMA GROUPS

TIME: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Saturdays starting Oct. 16
PLACE: Glendon College

COST: $75.00

INFORMATION: Phone 488-1599 evenings or weekends

A learning by doing experience for brighter than average young
people between eight and fourteen years old. A program of
drama experiences designed to challenge the mind while
providing emotional and social growth will be presented.

ART GALLERY OF YORK UNIVERSITY

DUTCH DESIGN FOR
THE PUBLIC SECTOR

to Friday, October 15, 1982

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS, 10:00 TO 4:00 P.M.

ROSS BUILDING, N145, TEL. (416) 667-3427

An Invitation from CBC Radio
CBC Festival Toronto’s 4th Annual

FREE NOON HOUR
conchT SERIES

Every Thursday in October & November
at 12 noon
Church of the Holy Trinity
(behind The Eaton Centre)

Artists include: Douglas Finch - piano,
Eric Schultz - piccolo trumpet, Flint/Solose/Williams Trio,
James McLean - tenor, Boccherini Quartet, Joel Quarrington — double bass,
Mark Dubois ~ tenor & Mark Pedrotti - baritone,
Joy Innis & Adrienne Shannon - pianists

Bring a lunch — Bring a friend — Come early and grab a seat!
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The rhythms pounded out by the
Demon Drummers of Sado are so
dynamic that they will resonate
within the bodies of their audiences,
when these Japanese drummers
appear at Ryerson Theatre this week-
end.

Torontonian, John Whales, felt
this phenomenon each time he
attended a performance of Kodo--
the men and women also known as
the Demon Drummers and Dancers
of Sado. In an interview, Whales
declared that the impact never
diminished, although he lived and
worked with these people.

On a trip to Japan, Whales met the
members of Kodo after a perfor-
mance. On a second trip, when he
studied with a puppet master,
Whales was invited to live with the
company in an abandoned school
which had been converted to a home.

As a guest, he witnessed the daily
regimen and creative harmony that
are essential to Kodo, a word which
means rhythm of the heart.

Most of the performers are men,
but all members share the work

whether it’s preparing food or
washing floors. The groups does not
adhere to any specific philosophic or
religious doctrine. However, the
daily regimen involves determina-
tion, discipline and endurance.
Smoking, drinking and casual sex
are, by necessity, uncommon.

Each morning, the company runs
10 kms, followed by a few hours of
calisthenics. In the afternoon, they
run another 10 kms. They do not jog.
Remaining time is used to rehearse
drumming and traditional theatre
arts. They sleep on mats, not beds.

The members of Kodo achieve a
common harmony, although they
come from various backgrounds and
different parts of Japan. Whales was
a welcome guest, but not a member
and he realized that he was "with’ but
not ‘of’ the community. Perhaps this
contributes to his awe of their
theatrical achievements.

The reportory includes both -

traditional and original works.
Ancient temple drumming has been
adapted for the stage, drawing the
disapproval of purists. Other pieces,
based on folk tales or real life,

are presented with masks, dance,
and music.

Kodo uses a shamisen, a three-
string instrument also used in
Kabuki theatre, but there is an
important difference. The Kodo
instrument is pitched lower, pro-
ducing a less-refined sound than that
of the Kabuki model.

However, the drumming is the
heartbeat of Kodo and its perfor-
mances. The drums, made by master
craftsmen, vary from a bongo size to
the ‘master drum’ which is eight feet
in diameter.

The drumming has astonished
audiences from Boston to Berlin.
And John Whales mentioned that it
was fortunate that Kodo was not
“scheduled to play the new Roy
Thomson Hall--Toronto’s monu-
ment to Western art music is so
acoustically sensitive that the
Demon Drummers and Dancers of
Sado could blow the roof off.

STUDENT TICKETS AVAILABLE
Ryerson Theatre

October 8th through 10th
Telephone 595-5088

Grease to follow Hair

Independent

Nigel Turner
Still flushed with the spectacular
success of last winter’s production
of Hair the York Independent
Theatre Production plans to return
this year with another rock 'n roll
musical, Grease. The show will run
March 8th through 12th.

Although YITP is still short of
funds, President Rob Berry says his

organization will soon be able “'to
begin the task of hiring a director, a
musical director and of constructing
sets.”” Berry is confident YITP will
receive ‘‘favourable support from
the Administration. Everyone is
involved, every college.”

Once it has obtained support YITP
will begin auditions, which will be
open to all York students. Hair was

A special screening of the 20th Century-Fox hit **
Raoul” has been arranged for 60 Excal readers on
October 13th. To get your gree double-pass come to the
Excalibur Newsroom (Room 111 Central Square, Ross
Building) before Noon on Tuesday, October 12th and
find an Editor--either Paula or Michael. They’ll give you
something mysterious to carry to a secret destination. Do
that and get your free pass!!!

Announcing
the
EXCALIBUR
“Eating Raoul”
Contest

Eating

Paul’s

and Catering Service

FRENCH FOOD SHOPS

Open daily
7:30 a.m. til’ 5:30 p.m.

Saturday til’ 5:00 p.m.
Luncheon Special

Now open for Early Dinner

Thursday and Friday
S5p.m. til’ 8 p.m.

An invitation to dining pleasure...

Savour our Fine Beef Medallion,
our Delightful Chicken Supreme
and Truly Exguisite Veal.
After your meal Selegt from a
Rich Collection of Superb Desserts.

Home Catering for All Occasions .

Tel. 661-0589, 661-9070

115 Limestone Crescent, Downsview, Ontario
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PETROLIA

returning with extravaganza

“‘able to involve and attract the
attention of the York campus and
surrounding community”’, and the
company expects Grease to have the
same effect. Berry says he would like
to “‘involve two out of ten York
students in some capacity --either
as one of the 550 people working on
it, or as members of the audience.

Although the production is not
intended for theatre students alone,
Berry believes it provides drama
majors with an opportunity to “‘get
out of the classroom and into the
market place, to have a trial run at
the professional life.” In support of
his theory, he points to Stewart
Hugh and Barb Hugget, former
members of the company who now
work in professional theatre. He
describes his company as a
“professionally oriented production,
by and for the students.

Rob Berry: Trying to raise the funds

Commenting upon the value of
the YITP experience Berry says, "'So
many theatre students walk out with
a degree, and think they know the

business. But with economic times
like they are, and with no practical
experience, they just can't find
jobs.”




