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Ten characters have found a worthy author

By MICHAEL CHRIST

“Theatrical”” means simply, ‘‘of
the theatre”, yet when we refer to
someone as seeming ‘‘theatrical”
we are usually not being compli-
mentary. We are probably poin-
ting to some extravagance of
gesture, some degree of exhibitio-
nism, and a great deal of artifi-
ciality.

Modern psychology uses the
theatre as a ready metaphor to ex-
plain people playing roles,
wearing masks, and adopting to
social conventions. With an
awareness of how people can play
roles to their advantage, using
guises and personas as conditions
demand, one may question what is
real and what is illusory.

This subject is the theme of the
play Six Characters in Search of
an Author, now in performance at
the St. Lawrence Centre. Its
author, Luigi Pirandello has writ-
ten an insightful -essay into the
illusions of life and the stage, and
in the process has also maintained
an intertaining and dramatic play.

Pirandello believes that the
stage has given birth to living
beings more alive than those who

breathe, wear clothes, and or-
dinarily attend the theatre as
spectators. He states that a
dramatic character is less real
perhaps, but more true than either
you or I. A character is rigidly
defined within the text of the play.
His behaviour follows a
predestined course and usually
builds to an expected conclusion.
A character is more true in Piran-
dello’s reasoning because he is
definable and resistant to both
contradiction and time. Ourselves,
we are creatures of the moment,
ever-changing, contradictory, our
futures are indefinable, our pasts
are clouded by indefinite
memories, and the memories
themselves are a function of our
unconscious which constantly
redefines and reweaves the fabric
of our existence.

The characters in Six Charac-
ters in Search of An Author all
remain in conflict because their
understanding of reality keeps
them from understanding each

other. A central conflict occurs
when a delinquent father en-
counters his long-lost daughter
professionally in a bordello.
Prevented from committing incest
by the timely intervention of his
wife, he is, however, haunted with
shame at meeting his daughter in
a place she had no right to have
ever known, had it not been for his
abandonment of his family. The
family chooses never to forget the
moment, but the father suddenly
finds himself locked and pillared
to that one shameful moment. He
has become a character,
dehumanized, locked in time to
one masterfully dramatic oc-
casion.

While a stage role is
unavoidably twice-removed from
reality (firstly because it is an ar-
tistic conception and therefore a
representation, secondly because
it is grafted onto an actor who
bears little resemblance to the
literary ideal), it shouldn’t mean
that theatre becomes the domain

of the false and the insincere. A
great deal of truth can be

Denise Assante, Wenna Shaw, and
John Evans.

salvaged in the theatre if more at-
tention is paid to the human com-
ponent in the theatrical synthesis
is we are forced to graft an actor
onto a role, let him be recognizably
human and let him possess some
sense of taste and decency.
Toronto Arts Productions
produced a first-rate play in their
usual competent manner, a play
which I would encourage everyone
to see; however, the play is
seriously compromised by
Stephen Keep’s portrayal of the
director which typifies everything
that is wrong with theatre. When
you take the fakery, exhibitio-
nism, narcissism, and self-indul-
gency which comes readily to
some actors and combine it with
the painfully wrought, and
disciplined vision of a gifted
playwright, you do nothing to im-
prove the quality of experience,
theatre, or the reputation of a wor-
thy author. Is it any wonder that
“theatrical” has come to suggest
all that is artificial and insincere.
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FAST EFFICIENT TYPIST. Rush jobs no
problem, electric typewriter, reasonable rates.
Call Ellie 494-1148.

ESSAYS, THESES, RESUMES, etc. - fully
experienced in all phases of typing. |.B.M.
Selectric. Yorkdale area. Mrs. Fox 783-4358.

PROFESSIONAL TYPIST. Reports, term
papers, etc., on |.B.M. Selectric, reasonable
rates. Phone: Mrs. Tarter, 491-6191.

EXECUTIVE TYPIST will do fast accurate
work at home. Essays, letters, resumes, etc.
Ida 249-8948. Reasonable rates.

EXPERIENCED, FAST, ACCURATE
TYPIST, essays, theses, etc. Electric
typewriter, paper supplied, rush jobs no
problem - Call Sharyl - 491-2423.

ACCURATE GENERAL TYPING done at
home evenings and week-ends. North York
area 222-7170.

EXPERT TYPING done by experienced se-
cretary fast and accurately on |.B.M. electric
typewriter (essays, theses, manuscripts, etc.)
paper supplied. Dufferin/Finch area. Call -
Carole 633-1713.

AN EXCELLENT TYPING SERVICE, I.B.M.
Selectric. For information call 423-9010.

A SUPERIOR TYPIST will do your essays,
thesis, etc. 1.B.M. Selectric with correcting
feature. Call 425-5616.

TYPING - essays, theses, factums ex-
perienced, reasonable - will pick up and
deliver. Call 636-6165 mornings and evenings.

GARDENS, BROOKLIN, cultivated and fer-
tilized ready to plant must be booked by Mar-
ch 20, call 1-655-4492.

WANTED

-Car Necessary
- 6-10 p.m.

ESSAYS, THESES, LETTERS, manuscripts,
etc. Experienced typist. IBM Electric. Jane-
Steeles area. From 50c. per page. Phone
Carole, 661-4040.

UNIVERSITY CITY - Keele & Finch, neat
and efficient typist for essays, theses etc., call
661-3730.

FAST, ACCURATE TYPING done at my
home paper supplied reasonable rates. Call
Laura 491-1240.

* Professional typist

* Pick-up & delivery

* Prompt next day service
* Plus extra copy of essay
* Paper provided

* Please Call
Norene at 663-9231 or 667-8308

1974. VW-SUPER BEATLE Auto,,
owner tel.: 667-2307 or 457-9459
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Attention Recorder Players:

Music for the recorder. Widest

selection in town. All publishers.

Wide range of quality recorders,

Moeck Rottenburgh, Kung, Ros-
sler etc. Open Saturday.

RECORDER CENTRE,
999 Dovercourt Rd.
Between Bloor and Dupont.
534-7932.

- $6.90 per hour

141-9720

STUDENTS OF OBJECTIVISM interested
in informal discussions and meeting others of
like interest, female or male, phone 6-10 p.m.,
822-8925, 449-6022.

AROUND AGAIN recycled records and
books, 12 noon till 6, 18 Baldwin Street

979-2822.

TEMPORARY BOARDING HOME FOR
MALE CAT used to apartment living but not
children. He is gentle, affectionate, and
loveable but sheds fur, sharpens claws and
occasionally howls. Tel. 266-5561 7-9 a.m.

THE COUNSELLING
AND DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

Welcomes you to drop by any
time. We are a York Community
Service, offering

Personal Counselling

and
Programmes in the areas of

e Academic Skills
Enhancement

e Personal and
Interpersonal
Heightened Awareness

Rm. 145, BSB, 667-2304

"Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

24hr. emergency service: 667-3333

BIRTH CONTROL information and referral,
Call anytime - 367-7442.

Dr. JW. CAPELL -

and

Dr. M.L. GROSS
OPTOMETRISTS -

CENTRAL SQUARE
YORK UNIVERSITY

667-3700
By Appointment

YORK UNIVERSITY
DENTAL SERVICE
By Appointment

Rm. 114 Founders Residence
Tel. 867-8327 or 749-6631

T
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