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THE DOCTOR AND THE PATIENT-Doctor C. M.
Couves (obove, Ieft) of the U of A Hospital cardiac surgery
unit performed the operotion. The patient (obove) sits up in
hospital four doys ofter his operation. The remains of the
diseased section of aorta is discarded (below).
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Th nieoeration is made possible by
~e eat-lngmachine, which permnitted

~e heart to lie still during the operation.

Blood is passed fromn the heart through
le heart-lung where it is cleaned and
-oxygenated and then returned into tnl

artery in the right groin. Diverting the
blood deflates the heart.

After the work on the heart was com-
pleted, Dr. Couves left and had the assist-
mng surgeon close the incision. He inserted
a stainless steel strap through both parts
of the breast bone and drew it together.

Dr. Couves expected the patient to be
walking a week after the operation and to
leave for home a couple of weeks later.
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THE OPERATION IS OVER (above) and the potient's
sternum is "sewn" or "strapped" together agoin. The teom
of surgeons who performed the operation con be seen in
the operating theatre (right).


