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is exceeding great. In manifold ways they are cali-
ing to us to send help to, them. Through the nine
hundred walled cities as yet unreached, through the
outcome of the war just ended, through the three-
and-thirty thousand dying daily and going down to
Christless graves, corne thc echoes of the old time
Macedonian cry; but perhaps there is no one way
that the call cornes more loudly to those of us who
believe in restitution-if such were possible-or com-
mon justice, than through the opium traffic forced
upon the unwilling Chinese by a so-called Christian
Government at the point of. British bayonets; a
traffic of which J. Hudson Taylor said, l'It does more
harm in a week than ail the missionaries can do good
in a year, and debauches more families than drink,
and makes more slaves than the slave trade." In
corroboration of this statement, it has been proven
that 8o per cent. of the men and 5o per cent. of the
womnen are addictcd to, its use. Yet, to the shame of
Clzristian England be it saîd, that under her direction
is yearly sent to, China frorn India 8ooo chests of
opium-enough poison to depopulate the globe
twelvc times over, if taken by those unaccustomed to
Uic drug. "How long, oh, Lord, how long?"

TuE most recent despatches fromn China and japan
would seemn to indicate that Li Hung Chbang, the Chi-
nese Peace Commnissioner's mission to, Japan hias flot
been in vain, and that a treaty of peacé has at last been
concluded. Thc ternis of this treaty have flot, as yet,
been offlcially anniounced, but the newspaper de-
spaitchecs are probably in the main correct. The result
is, the complete triumiph of japan over bier older,
more pop)Iulouis, more wealthy foe. The rnarvellous

deveopmntof Japan in the miaterial arts of our
Wsencivilization hias been rnost strikingly mani-

festcd througbout the war. It may be truly said
that it %vas flot the East againist the East, but the
west in Eastern garb coniteiiding, against the old

asimlpotcnt becauiu of the ignorance and degra-
djation or heri people; ignorance and degradation,
the result o>f centuries of 13uddhist, Shintooist and
Taohist teachinig.

All Christenldoi bias beeni anxiously watcbing the
jprojgres;s of this war, particularly those who, fromn a

misionrystandpulit, could neot but continluously
wonder wht ould its effeet bc uipon the cause of
mlissions. There appeacirs a great unanimity of opin-
ioni as te Utic resuit, amnong not only these who
.4watched the fighit fruim afar," but also among those
il, the very centre of action. Dr. W. NI. Asbmore,
of Swa,ýtowv, China, writes : '<Therc is a special Provi-
dlenlc il, this wvar; bad it not corne> Westerni nations
wvguuld haive beeni compliedcc once more to have a
collisPin %itbl Chiria. This timec it is not a Christian

atobuit a next-.door nieighbor and a heatheni p)ower,
thajt is adiiiStei.;rinig the rebuke. The humiliation
of Chinla will bc grcat. She bas desp)ised japan
and hier fruprovernefts. Now she secs ptainly she
must, as a matter of self-protection, follow those
very paths of progress herseif»" The pride of the
Chlinese il, thiemlselves bas been great, correspond-

ingly great will ie, their humiliation ; and w
through this, one of the greatest barricrý
Christianization of that empire will be reinc
the way wondrously prepared fôr an infinitt
dissemnination of the truth. It now largely r,
the Lord's children, and tbe use they maki
ineans entrusted to them, coupled wvith car
ceasing prayer, what will be the outcom4ý
war. Will there be a glorious advanice alc
sionary lines, or the reverse ? The quest
serions one. What are you personally goir
with it?

Is it possible for China alone to be thc
spiritually, througb this war, many may as<
J. L. Dcaring, in Thte Watchrnau, ably ansvy
He says: "Korea has been opened as nevc
to, Christian teaching; and it is unquestiona
that the war will forward Christianity in J
well as Korea and China. The slur which 1
been heard in japan that Christianity wou
one disloyal, has been effectually stamped
the loyal attitude of aIl Christian pecople."
the honor of japan, be it said, she bas lead
among heathen nations by authorizing the
ment of native Christians as army chaplair
missionaries and sixteen japanese worl«
chosen for special work at Hiroshima, the
headquarters. This is the more remarkable,
tofore missionaries and Christian teachers
bidden to present Christianity in any wa>
soldiers, nor were tbey even allowed te e:
barracks. Hoýv mucb cause then, on our
tbankfulness, that again H1e bath Ilmade the
man to praise Him," and how mucb cause
prescrnt crisis for gifts of prayer and meanis tc
pany our psalms of thanksgivings?

DESPITE the war upheaval in China, the
birtbday of the Empress was observed wit
pomp and ceremnony. Presents costly and
cent were sent ber from ail parts of the w,
decidedly the most signifficant to, us, as
workers, was the copy of the New Testam
sented her by the Christian womcen of bier
The Ckiînese Recûrder, in referring te this eve,
IlTen thousand nine hundred women of Chi
given their mighty mites> amounting te abou
bundred dollars, tewards this object." Bu
far than mere numbers is the fact that these
are accompanying their gift witb earnest a
tinued prayer, that the Word may be ",a
life unto life " to their beloved Empress. M~
that but a few bours elapsed after its recci
the Emperor despatcbed a special messe,
purchase the entire Scriptures for himself.
bour of humiliation and darkness for the
household let our prayers ascend in unison i
sisters ini China that God, through thîs gift, m
home a message of comfort, of. pardon, of
those $0 sorely needing it.


