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AT TH11E SI1G6N 0F THE MA PLE

AN EXPERT lIN ART.Tài H, Joshua Reynolds portrait of Lady Eliza-
beth Taylor purchased among the famous
Kamn collection iu Paris by the Duveen
Bros., is one of the remnarkable portraits by

that great master-of whomi casual masterpieces

have got into Canadian households. Mr. jos. Du-

veen, head of the irm of Duveen Bros., the greatest

art house in the British Empire, was in Canada a

few years ago, when he spent some days up on the

rocks of nortbern Onîtario; net buying masterpieces
but hunting for sodalite and marble. At that time

Mr. Duveen was much interested with Mr. Allom,

decorator for Marlborough House, who was with

hîm on the tnîp-mi following up the idea promul-

gated by the Princess of Wales, who on ber trip to

Canada in 1905 got possession of $omne pi'ecious pol-

isbed stones whîch came f rom that part of Ontario.
Shec wisbed to have the flnd exploite4 , and commis-

sioned Mr. Alloni so to do; he along with
Mr. Duveen spent a rollicking holiday on

the rocks, and when they came down to

Toronto thecy were s0 dehîghted with Can-
ada thait thecy were reluctant te go back to

Eugland. MIr. Duveen is perhaps one of the
finest art experts; lu the world. No firm in

the Womld spnssuch huge sumrs for*mas-
terpieces. Th'le reýcent Kanu collection cost,
nearly three miillion dollars,. and the samie
firmn purcbased another collection from the
saine source nlot lo)ng ago costirjg haîf a
mlillioni Sterling.

THE BEAUTIES OF THE LEAFLESS
SEASON.

"The year sîniles jas it clraws necar its death"

T'l is at this season of thie year, when moest
of the trees ha.ve yielded the largesse of

their leaves at the uirgenicy of King Frost,
that We learn to appreciate th.e beauties
which are not of the warmi summiier-tim-e.

Ind(ividual'lity amlong trees il, more sharp-
ly dlefined after the leaves ha',ve fallen; th e
trtunks and heavy un.swathed linibs appeal
to our se o f form, and the delicate trac-
ery of twigs and terinaims ouitliuied against
thre Mi-aybue of the sky, or the warmn
sunirise or suinslet lighits, remîniid lis of sorte
patterlus of the rare old laces of our grand-
inothers.-

Asý neyer when coveredl with the leaves.
we dIistingishI thec gracefuil long baý-re amis
of the elmi the refiiinmnt of the uinadornecd
birch, v'Ihkhi Vanilyke calîs the miost lady-
Ilke of trues; the great thews and sinews of
the Iea-fless, osak and walniut; the brooding,
almnost inotherly Configuration of certain
niut.beairing andI frurit-bearing trees; the
divincly taîl ash, which seemis a sort of
aristocrat in the tree world.

lit is through the leafles!i trees WC hear
the wind playing iniluor, hcart-searchiiig
airs on bis hairp of a thousand strings, ac-
coiimauied perhaps b)y the wild cry of the
Ioncly eatdbird, which somechow feil be-
inid its comirades iu the grand procession

Souith.
lit i-s amiong thre lefetrees we see saddledj t

tbe branches the appealing littîs birds' nests, re
mninders of sweet domescýticity, and sweeter sont,

Throuigh the leaflesa trucs, in somne shelteredi non

or corner, we catch glimilpses o! the puirplish u)JI
baiziniess, so resemibling the sioke that was wont t

ascend froiii thre wigwaîsl fires o! the prinieval Ir

dIin as to give this seasoni of the year the nai

lindian Sutmiiier. Out froin tii ,nist and mnyster

tbiere corne S to us the note of thre chic-aleecc jubi
anit, as if lie atcptdthe imie wheni lie wouild dc

bis wbite suit, and have the opportuniity of beir

the star iii the smnall reiniiing orchestra of bird

After a ighlt of auitumun rain tbere is hangir

to the" tip) of each brown leafless twig a clear dr(

whicb bas all thie prismlatic qualilities of the diamion

Look for tbemn early somle damip miorinig.
Walkinig amiong the leaifless trees imiagination c,

revel in the thouight o! tbe myvrîads of smiall cre

tures whicb have shutt their bright eyecs, and fold,

teselves ajWay in, somne crevice of thre bark, or

somei holloW o! a decayedl tree, to forget the bIe
eold days o! wýintem ini hlappy dreamis.

For'colon notes at this scason we can Ibid ina

a berry-vine or humble shrub which bas turne4

criîmson, purpie, or yellow, according to disposition,
at the rude touch of imperious Jack Frost; but our

attention has been called particularly to the willow

tree. Although the Hebrew captives hanged their

harps on the willows, and thus associated it with

gloom, Horace Macfarlane tells us that it "furnishes

a cheerful note for every month in the year, and

muns the whole scale of greens, greys, yellows, and

browns, anid even 'adds to the winter landscape,
against the snow, touches of deep orange and brîght

scarlet." And he continues: "If people would only

join a willow section to their mental observation
outfit there would be much more to see and appre-
ciate."

The famiîly of the willow embrace one hundred

and sixty species, although there are only twenty

distinct branches. The weepiflg willow is perhaps

the family beauty, and was brought fromn its native

The "Pussy willow" is a smnall
family, but a very great favourite.
core such a favourite that it is fore
sold on the city markets. To sec
howevcr, we must look for it by
streamn.

lIt is generally known that the V
tree, in our nontheru dîime, which
in spring to tbrow out the first bansr
a very exquisite tender green it pre
gry eyes; but few bave appreciated
noble famnily of trees, after droppiný
all througb -tbe dtîll mouths of tht
the colour of their leafless branchE
assumiflg the mnost gorgeous tints c

ay knowledge. * *


