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A Study in Political Psychology

: ND Frank Carvell ‘has been elected to the

A House of Commons by acelamation ; another
mile-stone passed. But I am too far ahead
n .y story. ;

It was a little more than six years ago that it
seemed to: Carvell the bottom had dropped out of
life. To hawve commanded recognition as one of the
country’s ablest platform speakeps, to have been
selected for committee leadership by a powerful

. government, to have been within grasp of a port-
folio, and then to have lost.all in a single day’s
polling; to have been eleoted by a majority of one
to support a hopeless minority—the reward of
twenty ‘years’ political effort, = Is it strange that
Carvell should have asked himself that favorite
question of politicians in middle age: What’s the
use i

Two or three years later came the war, and in its
train new problems and new aspects of life. The
_Honorable ¥rank Carvell found  hinself in  this
atmosphere. IHe had been a politician, not a states-
man ; he had sought for party advantage, struggled
for it, devoted every fibre of ‘his ability towards
securing it—and had-been elected by a majority of
- one to support a helpless minority. With a realiza-
tion of the seriousness \Of the war, canie a new sense e

_of public résponsibility. Carvell is a Methodist, and
7 went manfully® to the ' dusty, unworn, political

‘made a silent, sincere vow for the future.

And the vow was for honesty. Mistake me not:
Carvell- had never been dishonest in mere matters
of money; the vow was for thorough-going intel-
lectual honesty, a quality possessed only by those
despised of men, the lonely idealists,

_ The seeret could not be kept, and was soon passed
around ‘in select cireles at Ottawa.” Those poli-
ticians who kiew mnot Carvell, illy-concealed their
laughter; and those politicians who knew him well,
_Dprepared to ‘write his political epitaph. For intel-
lectual ‘honesty ig ‘genierally believed: to be_incom.-
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~ penitent-bench, confessed the errors’of the past, eed o = w :
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_patible with political success—and it"is only Car'x{é%_‘l,’sf"":ggi)'se,»qﬁ_entn

career that convinces one that. the belief may not be' well-founded.

- 1f you believe this an exaggeration, speculate. upon the fate of a con-
i .sclentious  protectionist in Saskatchewan,. or- the ‘fate of an_ honest .
-The ~ordinary—and ..
_ rembers o trim’ their political
whiskers to suit. the faney of their constitue;icy,g' “Their one businegs .
es are not always

“9ppotienit, of government-ownership in Toronto.
extrgordigaPY~m€mbé?s “of. parliament have to
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% 3 1o find majorities;/and; as we all know, niajori
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not always in accord With,t'lfig?hnﬁctions of ;j;ﬁé?

irvell’s new.programme contained no provisidg,yfﬁii";;ifrﬁming. He

emdgzéz o_f_{;ml; for himself, to settle all public questions aceord-
o.the ‘standard of his own reason and conscient®, stand by his
_tonvictions and let the ‘consequences take care of themselves. When
- the Al,h{sqg‘ﬁgqu;ryj came dlong, it is no secret that prominent Liberals
=Dy 10 means all of them—were opposed to its proseeution. And it
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CANADIAN COURIER

THE CONVERSION of CARVELL)

ARK KET T“S way of administering the country’s affairs.
' Carvell has beﬁn represented as pugnacious; but that is the accident i i
of nomeneclature. People say there is nothing in a name. But politicians =
whose .mbthers cé;lled them Frank, are inevitably destined to fichting

appellations.

Frank’’ Oliver,.and, of course, a ‘‘Fighting Frank’’ Carvell. If more ;

was in the Allison enquiry that the first test came. :
“It will be a boomerang,”” said one of them to
Carvell. :
““What makes you think so?”’ asked the M. P.
from Carleton, N B.
“Well, some of our fellows are in munitions,””
was the reply.
“The enquiry won’t hurt them, if they are
honest,”’ was the answer, ‘“and if they are dishonest,

then may someone else have mercy upon them, for
[ won’t,”’ continued Carvdl, turning on his heel.”’

The Allison enquiry was the first mile-stone in
the new career of Carvell. Since then the miles *
travelled by Carvell, have been recorded on the
political speedometer with bewildering frequency.
Suggested by the Western Liberals as leader of the
new Union Party, suggested by Eastern Liberals as
the successor of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, ehosen by Sir
' Robert Borden as Minister of Public Works, and now

one of only two Ministers of the Crown that can
call seats in the House of Commons their very own/

THE suggestion of Union Government came easily

to Carvell. “‘Is it an honest attempt to do the
. right thing?’’ he asked. That was the only question, ;
- . and upon its answer Carvell made his decision. His
% former colleagues say Carvell’s judgment went
wrong. Be that as it may, it was Carvell’s convie- 3
‘< tion, not his sense of political expediency, that led &
~him into Unionism. That’s the point. ‘ A
There was no silly sentimentality about the con- &
version of Carvell. Polities had been unsuccessful,
and Carvell, concluding they were out of joint with %

.the times, tried something else. That is the simple =
secret of Carvell’s conversion. Some day we  will &
see if the old adage that honesty is the best policy, .
holds true of the intelleet in politics. We shall see, = 4
for Carvell is bent upon giving it an out-and-out
- trial—and will leave Unionism as quickly as he went &
‘into it—if in Carvell’s judgment there is a better = {

‘We have a ‘‘Fighting Frank’’ Cochrane, ‘‘Fighting

proof along this direction is required, I may cite the case of Frank &

Lalor, an old member of the House of Commons, who is not eallel =
‘“Fighting Frank.” Surely this clinches the argument by the excep- ;- 3
‘tion necessary to prove every well-regulated rule. .

It is an out-of-the-way place, Woodstock, Carleton County, New =
“ Brunswick, the home-town of the man who has been experimenting
with @ straight talk based on convietion as an asset in polities. - Wood-

stock is somewhere back of Fredericton, and Fredericton is the least" '

visited of provincial capitals. But this out-of-the-way place, famnus 3
for potatoes and politics, will some day be the home of—a distinguished
Canadian statesman. ;

tucksr out a world. We should profoundly disa-grej( ]

" PERSPECTIVE ON PEACE

‘(Concluded from page 13.)

ed the same game. Some day the headlines on both

sides must face the facts, must out with the facts,
place all the cards on the table and decide what is
to be done. SE
Will one of the facts be an overthrown Hohenzol-
lern dynasty? Perhaps not. Whatever they may
be, England knows better than we in Canada. At
this distance we must leave the disposition of those
facts to England. We went to war because England
- did. We shall help to declare peace because and
when England wants to. S
But whatever peace we may declare, whenever it
may be, we must reckon that the present war will
not be the end of war, unless the forces of fres man-

. kind the world over decide to abolish war by refus-

Ing to fight. The Prussia which in 1860 was twice
_and a half the population of Canada and in 1914
~ played for the domination of the world, will not be

obliterated. The world must organize to control
that part of Burope dominated by Prussia. - That
control will not be completed in 1918. It will not be
completed by the war. A clear definition of our war
aims, coupled with an absolute determination to con-
trol’ Prussia, even-if it takes a hundred years to do
it, will immensely clarify our minds and stimulate
our courage, ' The day of swagger is over on both
sides. What is left is a contract which we must
hand on, to posterity—to make the world safe, not
necessarily for what is called democracy, but safe
for the nations who do not propose either to live or
to perish by the sword.

We do not need to agree with Lansdowne that the
world 18 near exhaustion. It takes a lot of war to

with him if he said that there is in England or any
of the other allied nations any less earnestness than
there is in Germany. We believe that the resources
of the Allies are vastly greater than those of the
Central Powers, and that the Central Powers have
the great advantage of concentration in area a
unity of programme. We believe that in proving
the relative failure of the submarine and the Zep-
pelin, the relative superiority of Allied artillery and 3
the undaunted sea-control of the British navy, w
have made infinitely more headway since 1914 than
- Germany has done. This being so, we are just be-
ginning to organize the world force which shall prove
to Germany that a Thug Nation has neither right
nor power to rule the world. Force may be wi
the wrong. Power must ultimately - come to th
right—auntil the world comes to be ruled by
Devil. ¥
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