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It tg not .easy .to es timate the full
vaýlue- of - troc. on- tho- prairie; in fact
it jscaceY possible to do sgo. The
factorstliat bear upon this question
"~e many -and lu soute respècte they
po lntçrinle1, for their exact meus-
ure cannot be t*ken. . It may be pos-
gible- to reduoe to dollara -and. cents
t#ie- value of troos growu and turned in-.
to lumber or of trees grown and made
jtet fonces posta, but it iu iiot possible
to take the egapt measure of the value
of the sbelter which they 'furnish -to
the homes, or of the benelit which
ebmes fromn the protection wbich -they
give. to the fruit trees tenud fruits in
areas -wbich are-enieled by ýtreea.
Nor la it possible to know just exaetly
bow much benefit cones from the birda
that they provide homes for.

Tho value of trees- for lumber un-
der prairie conditions is flot well u>-
derstood. The plantations put out for
fliat purpose have ;been few. The in-
stances' in'which they have been hâr-
v ested for lumber bave been fewer
ail. But there are a- tew instances
on record in which' eottonwood trees
miade ite. luniber have lu 25 to 3i0
p ars made so. much growth that the
lumber obtained from them was found
to b. worth more thaui the value of aU
t;he wheat and grain that could have
been obtained from the land, ha,d these
been grown on it for successive years
during the entire period lu which it
was occupied by the trees. lu addition
considerable wood was also obtalned.

The protection furnlalied the home
has of course an exceiding value
thongh it cannot b. measured in dol-
lars and cents. Comfort* in life ia
worth more than money without coni-
fort. The value of comfort cannot
easily b. measured, it ias o higb.
Think of the difference ln comfort. of
a man whose home is encircled- with
trees through wbich the cold, cutting
tierce, cruel winds canbot blow.
Think of the difference which it maires
to the animals that are protected froni
its fell sweep. There is something
ennobling and comuianding in the
thought that, man may thais harnes
the silent forces of nature to effective-
ly curb the fury of the forces that, are
boisterous. Life muet b. shoru of manyof its charms when the inimates of a
home have no protection from the f ury
of the winter winds.

'Ilie value of trees in -protecting fruit
is' very great. In some instances it
mneans the difference between success
and failure in growing fruits. .Apple
trees for instance will fail to grow in
places unprotected where they will
grow well under. protection. Eveli
though the trees should grow « and
thrive and bear in places where the
wind is strong the fruit lu such ex--
posures would b. whipped off the trees.
Tlhere are places where raspberries will
Dlot prove satisfactory, as where the
strong sunshine iu the spring la liât
kept away from tnem by the shadeof trees. There are many areas where
strawberries unprotected will not set
runners properly, because of the action
of the winds, When the protection i9
furnishpd there is, of course, no trouble
front this source.

* That birds wrnl increase as groves
increase is a foregone conclusion.
That they should -increasé is greatly

to be desired. The increase of birds
m'eans a corresponding decrease of in-
seet pests. Could the increase of birds
be made sufficient, they could take care
of the insects, or at least many species
of t hem, that harm the fariner. These*
enliven the groves with their song.U
Thcv are the friends of the fariner and

-he ought to give them every chance.,
There are other beneftts that corne

froni the trees. They furnish *shade for 011L
live stock when the groves are proper!y THE
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