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* THE BELLS

TFHE Christmas beils are pealingonce. again, but their music
abàunds ihi minor éffects and, in
reibèlligus' discords. There Àais _no

songe h harty ringing whicli
suû,gge&ts'. careless. joy and the
laugbter- of children but a ceaseless
-tôllmg Which speaks, of tears ,and heart-
!ahes, of empty, chairs and, Ionely
he arths. Yet to him Who listensýwith
the"heart rather thani the eâr, there is
soxnething heavenlyin the music.> There
are harmoniies of peage that nothing but
the hardshjps and terrors of, war could
have* Proéàcied; thçre are sugge;tgnV
of joy adgoi l htcouldhae

bn.prompted only by co-operation

LON'L'Y BUT COMPÔRTED:
I ole of the- rural tomtuiiso
Man1ùtba there may be foÜind to-

night an elderly, Pair. They - are
alone. in 'the, body,, but in.'~u:
they are surrounded.-bMtheir fàm--
iljy .of 'boys - their boys,.buat
no* . their Country's and their,
Kings. Two years ago that hlome was
gay .with laugliter and rich in he j'y
of exuberant young ie.NW.:the
rooms are silentana glooiny sadness
seems to havesettled over ail.- Yet
look _dcoser and' you may read îin the'
two lovely faces somethingý of pride
and joy and devotion that was neyer
known before., You, may, read that
these two . are gtorying that they have
been. privileged to give to their Coun-
try and their 'God four sons who will
flot -have lived in vain. They reaizeý
that the j'oy they took out of their four
sturdy baby lads may have Leen' more
or less a selfish joy; that their pride in
their four young stalwarts mnay have
been,,perhaps, a selfish pride;,but now
they know that there is nothing selfish
in the joy and pride and devotion which
fil their liearts when they learu thaàt.in
the trenches four young men - their
very own-are sacrificing heaith-anid,
life that right may be upheld and
tyranny overthrown. The very best
wish of The Western Home Montfiiyis
that ail parents who have given their
sons in this gloriotis gause may know
this higher joy.

A man mayaniass wealthniaybuildup
a great business, may.leave a fortune to
bis children, and because of thig may en-
joy satisfaction and distend wfih pride.
By bis country and his- God lie wil.
be neasufed 'by what lie has given
throughhimselfand his chlîdren to for
ward the cause of truth and freedom.
The mien and women who can hold up
their heads to-day, who can smile
through their tears, are those wlio hâve,
'some one to love in the fields of* Bel-
gium or on the plains of France.

BEREFT'eUT C014SOLED

WHO are these witli eyes so lonely
and with faces so unutterably

sad. What do they hear in this chiming
of the Cýhristmas belis? It is a mother

whose son islying.ýin a solWier'- grave; Il
it is a -wife w-hose life-èoinpafton lies, is
by bis side. Yet. such.is womans de- ai
votion at: this hour -that'-:the ait is, t]
charged for these» two with- ce1'estiq1 hi

f xaTr1i-Iiie Thé;y wlhavé, com~elki
dl.htir6gh death have r.eaàched't1he igher vw
life, and-tbey'alone.of au",the -hua=i ti
throng cah fiun4etstan4 thî shepher-dx Pl
song ; they 1alone get cônifbrt frein, the k
words: «,Greater.1ov_ hethno man thýa di

hisfrnd. Tii. wïsh of the. Month1frJ* w
is that al who ha#~ezmade tih rçt g

sacrfirema now something o eÔ
gréât joye an, exelfc ui ft~,
great consolation Iý

-ADT, AYR 2 Yb
THEY are i roWdèd together in:the

ýbarrta.k . Th Î'ar*inù, d tolird
sliip .and ïtr.aiq. T.1i. .walk **1dr»
and, walk aI.,Tb% are gr fo,
active duty, ý 0t muât odthçisle
lui ?pattcné 1 f r i hur bu not yet'

coui. ~hs 4 a ;-*rundof duty 'à
monoonou, I ~s auà for the 1<dy; t

it: iel har-r fr thie mizid. ý But the. boys
in khakîi will. sciti through,. They, a
,know ýwhat*iii.outcome of this war
means for their, country, the Empire eV
and the race.' And so 'tley biild them-*
scives strotigla rêslutiowaý4fit t». rn-

selve lu verywîy fàirýthe'l#e that'
ahead ýGraduaUy they begin togttthe
real ý,Message of the. bells. The deep ~
cadences were always there, but theyý; thý
were: iieer hearê ,-by thce men q#ntil
now. It îss a straîge -tËing ihis abot i
the Christmas. dires, that listeners a
always déterminé. the music that will a .e
be beard. Ay gnin a. j44e- ,.

bonair a year goihard nothing then
bternpty .tinkln;te afiZ a i

triotic soul of today hbea'ti Ï*ebugIe
cali to higher n~rvice, the' trUanupet
eall te victories, over self andrgin and p

wrong. The Monthly can :wish fjrt'
every you ng ma n who has: entisted no- P
thinig better' than this: that- he my Of.
realize to the full the opportunity that
awa.its him; - th iema*y sattain te 'truc *limadeood throuügh the highest sacrifice; h-'
thiat. the.. soug, of peace may ever. sing 'W
iii b is own soul, and, that he mnay have. -fe
a foretaste <if thé peace which the world thg
is -to enjoy th rough the sacrifice of fol
many. __ .;_tic
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to have th<ê%ýcotgp být;xôvth

rail. Men beyýoi Vt

et là théir. eos-f PI

ind. ,'"is liard* m > ,a4t
ïlbrkers l in~or

le Colonqjut theêw.y là» *t ,iP1
)ryôu.. otanY-out; S4fla.fin-

oe yieldIng u e Ê4± ee f
Len wýho e.r b ng. #tis,, *04e4,~
Mly that the service is for the £orý%
àod. 'This is' tîmeof sMcrific., >I.p,
Lcrifice is too -great f()or s .,a'laý
this. Se ' wbile *our brothers are

Eering their lives at thi froAt, W ' who
main behinid must lay o he. 1îeatar.
r titne, our wealtli, ou? ill. Ai1.11
stake, and. al zmust be ls-dÇ 0p4
f Reginald Hèber h at'i't ,o
Le song-the belis should*'ig
Thley climbed' the steep asceut to:

heaven,
Through peril, toil and pain,

God grant to us that grace. be given
To folIlow ini their train."
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HEIXOES ALL
CIOLD and- cheerlens it is in the

trenches. -We LWho are flot there can-
flot picture the dangers nor imagine the
horrors. Surely,. hoWever, we can
realize that those who are holding an
enemy at bay, now gaining a trench,
now winning a stronghold, now press-
ing forward to occupy new ground, now
retiring -to accept the faithful minis-
trations of the Red Cross workers;
sureiy we can, reaiize-that these heroes
have reached througli their.zeal and
their dévotion a height to whicli we
çannot hope to attain. -It is idie to
send 'ethese men a greeting., It is moret
meet that we shouid sit by and worship.
Yet there are ioneiy hearts on the firing

buy.
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