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an admitted fact and one well
worthy of note that trace
game of curling has ever been found
the continent. This, in itself, 1
ample proof that the game of curling,
if not indiocenous to
heath and shaggy wood” at least
dates back to a very early origin. No
mention is made of the game of curl-
ing by any of the Scottish historians
or poets previous to the year 1600,
although Sir Richard Broun would
have believe that Ossian refers to
its remote antiquity. True, indeed,
that ““the stone of might” is a common
expression in Ossian’s poems, but it

no of the

us

seems 1mpossible to torture 1t mmto a|

reference to curling
In the znnijﬂ part of the
century, many references
to curling made poets
s and the eighteenth cen-
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Samson was one of
the poet’'s Kilmarnock friends and his
: 1 thus
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prowess as a curler

are

When winter muffles
And binds the mire 1

up his cloak

A rock ;

When to the loughs » curlers flock
Wi’ gleesome speed,

Wha will they station at the cock
Tam Samson’s deid!

was the king o’ a’ the core,
guard, or draw, or wick a bore,
up the rink like Jehu roar
In time o' need!
But now he lags on Death’s ‘‘hog-score’’
Tam Samson’s deid!
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Of the method of playing this grand
| game in its incipient stage very little
1s known. The rude unhewn stones
| which are still preserved afford ample
| proof that the rink was much shot@er
| than at present. These stones, #£he
earliest of which bears the date-mark
| 1511, and which is exhibited at Stir-
| ling, were of every conceivable shape.
The primitive type was a natural rock
| picked out of the channel and was
| without a handle, holes being drilled
| in it to afford a thumb and finger hold
and was intended to be thrown for at
| least part of theé'course. They were
| much smaller than stones of the han
dle type, running from five or six to

| twenty or twenty-hve pmm(ls in
‘ weight. This was the common type
in use from 1500 to 1650. In the be-

ginning of the seventeenth century,
| however, an improved model was in
| troduced, which, to a great extent,
| changed the character of the game
A handle was attached to the stone
| which still, however, retainéd its rough
uncouth appearance In a very short
of time the primitive stone
adorned the shores of the longhs while
its giant successor usurped its place
| upon the ice. Some of these latter
stones were monsters in size and it re-
anired no ordinary man to swing them.
“The Tubilee Stone” (weight 117 1bs.).
once the property and favorite of John
Hood, of Chapelhill, Cockburnspath,
is preserved in the archives of the
Roval Club where future generations
of curlers will, no doubt. look upon it
with interest and astonishment, if not
with dismay. When such stones were
in common use it must have been a
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