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What Fire lias done in some British Columbia Forests.
should be made upon menit. Reference
was made to British Columbia 's great
timber weaith and to the new Forest Law.

Sir Richard McBride and Hon, W. R.
Ross were cornmended for their activity
in the matter of forest conservation and
devoiopment, and the delegates from other
provinces weiconxed in coming to assist in
solving the forest probleins flot only of
British Colunbia but of ail Canada, as the
gathering would nlot loac sight of the na-
tional character of the Canadian Forestry
Association.

HON. W. R. ROSS.
The Miniater of Lands , in preface to

hîs paper on 'The Guardianship of the
Forest Weaith of Britishi Colubia,' ne-
f erred to the preinier's remarks the even-
ing before. Sir Richard, hie saîd, hadl
madle it plain that this province, so far
as the others are concerned, proposes to
take the bond in niatters affecting the
modern policy of conservation of forests.
Tt was particuiariy fitting that the pres-
eut convention shouid be held in Victoria,
as it gave British Columbia an opportun-
ity to give firsthand 'notice to its friends
from other provinces that from now on it
would expect that for the iatest word in
forest conservation all muet corne here.

Mr. Ross, ini bis paper, traced briefly
but coneimEby what has been donc in Bnitisli
Columbia for the protection of the forests,
and explained fuliy the composition and
working of the forest branch of his de-
partmnent, starting bis review from the ap-
pointnxcnt of the forestry commission, the
work of which hae praised highly. ln the
course of the paper hie said:

TiMBER REsERVEs.
'Sinee the end of 1907 no timber bas

been alienated by the govermient, and,
while making provision for tîmber sales
ln the Forest Act last session, I was most

anxious to avoid bundening the new staff
with much detail work of thîs descrip-
tion during the important organizing per-
îod of this year. The only sales we are
putting in hand at present are those of
smail areas of timber that operators are
anxious to take out 'whiie working on ad-
joining land, there being no question as
to the desirabiiity of disposing of these.
Iu Order to continue our policy of encour-
agement to the paper and pulp indnstry,
we are conducting investigations of cer-
tain areas which are reported to bc spe-
cially suitable for the production of puip.

'Another duty fal]ing teo the forest
branch is that of land classification. We
have such enormous areas in this province
that are extraordinarily fit-and fit onily
-for the -rowing of timber that every

effort shou]d be made to cut out from our
timbar resenves, as soon as possible, al
land suitable for agriculture. Florest as-
sistants with technical training have there-
fore been assigned to, the examination of
cut-over timber limite and leases in order
that our dcpartmnental action may ho based
on accurate information. Fmauduient at-
tempta to secure timber lands under cover
of the Land Act 'wiIl hae bailked by similar
examinations.

'Iu the short time at my disposai, I but
mention a few of the othen matters that
are receiving attention, for instance, the
examination of certain regions in the in-
terion, whcre it is feared that the forest
is faiiing to reproduceý itacif; the speciai
study by trained men into the effccts and
defeets of the log scaies in use in the pro-
vince; the publishing of reiable informa-
tion that wibl advertisc our B. C. timbers
and our forcst industries; the study of
waste in ail its forms; and the campaign
of publicity that we consider the most
valuable, in fact, the fundamentai, means
of combating the pubie carelesanes that


