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Enemy, than becoming Friends, who enjoy'd the advantages of that-
Trade only by Permiffion. - ‘

But that the French King fhould invade our Caribbee Iflands,
and poffefs himfelf ot our Territories of the Province of New-Xork |
and of Hedfon's Bay, in ahoftile manner feizing our Forts, burning
our Subje&s Houfes, and enriching his people with the fpoil of their
Goods and Merchandizes, detaining fome of our Subje&s under the
Hard(hip of Imprifonment, caufingothers to be inhumanely kill’d,
and driving the reft to Sea in a fmall Veflel, without Food or Ne-
ceffaries to {upport them, are Altions not becoming even an Ene-
my 3 and yet he was fo far from declaring himfelf{o, that ac that
very time he was negotiating bere in England by his Miniftets a
Treaty of Neutrality and geod Correfpondence in dwerica, .

The Proceedings of the French King againft our Subjets in Ex-
rope, are {0 notorious, that we fhall not need to enlarge wpon them;
lits countenancing the Seizure of Exglifh Ships by French Privateers,
forbidding the importation of a great part of the Produ& and Manu.
fattures'of our Kingdom, and impofing exorbitant Cuftomsupon
thereft, notwithitanding the vaft Advantage he and the French
Nation reap by their Commerce with England, are f{ufficient Evi.
dences of his Defignsto deftroy the Trade, and confequently to
rain the Navigation, upon which the Wealth and Safety of this Na-
tion very much depends. - . .

The Right of the Flag, inherent inthe Crown of Eugland, has
been difputed by his Orders in Violation of our Sovereignty of the
Narrow Seas, which in all Ages hasbeen afferted by our Predecef-
fors, and we are refolv’d to maintain, for the Honour of our Crown,
and of the Englifp Nation. .

But that which muft nearly touch us, i his unchriftian Profecu-
tion of many of our Enxglifh Proteftant SubjeGsin France, for Mat-
ters of Religion, contrary to the Law of Nations, and exprefs Trea-
ties, forcing them to abjure their Religion by ftrange and unufuat
Cruelties, and imprifoning fome of the Mafters and Seamen of out
Merchants Ships,and condemningo%ers to the Gallies,upon }3;.~e‘;encef
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