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to carry out. the measures of Mr. Pitt-the Division of the Provinces.
-When Mr. Merritt heard of this appointment he paîd the Governor a
,Isit, which resulted. in bis arranging Fis affairs at New York and
bringing his fa.mily te Canada as a U. E. settier. Re so>n obtained 2,000
acres cf land for his former services and losses sustairned by the rcvo-
1 ution, as weli as an appointment -the following year as Commissioner
of Woods and Forests. This enabled him to live in comparative -omfort,
in addition te his hàlS pay.

S In 1803 the Sherifi of the District. when he obtained this appointmnt

alThe following letter explains -the circumstances, so that he has ju!stjcause to applaud the new Qovernment.

Sheriffs Office, Nia-gara, l-4th April. 180.
Honeoured Father:

1 have the ple-asure to, inforno you that we are ail in a tolcrabie good
state of health at this time. We have just retovcred frein bad colds,
Iwhich have been ver3- prevalent here this spring, owing te the long
and tedious wintcr that we have had. It bas bc-en so bard that niany
have lost ail] their stock. 1 have suffer-ed vey rnuch. William Merritt,
my brother, has lust al is, cxcepting une yoke -,f oxen, which cornes
bard upon hiru in a -iew c-utntr', and a ncw beginner. I shall give hiru
aIl the assistance in mn puwcri uhich he stands very much in need of
Re and his wifc and chid arc HeIl U has geV a good larîn, and witb
industry and hcalth will get through owtsadn i oss r
now in the town of Niagara, capital of this Province. Thank God, I a-m
doing verv well. 1 have mamy appointments under Govcrnment. The
last 1;, High Sheriff oi this part of the country., wbich is large and
thicljy sett-led, znd much business t-o be donc.

I ho!d my hall pay as Lieutenant of Dragoons. Surveyoer of Woods
for this Province, Cellector <>1 the King's rents <if cr<vwn and clergy
reserves. and of the fine-s. &c., ocf this distriO'. 1 canncit exactly say.. but
1 t.hink must yic!ld me a suin of tru-o thousand dollars per annum.

IIzïyý wisbes ver-y mucb te etime and ec you ail this summer. I
bave not bea-rd one svllable fi-cm yoii. or cit-her cf the boys or ev-en mLç
sister, Phoche, in a-bout two years.

It rnales me alînosi. afi-aid te write, for fear that you are net. in
thbe land oie thie livinu.

Tell iny brot.liers. diat I shall be verv gind te bear from thcm, if tbhey'
do flot think it w-ortb thecir whik te coine and sec me.

As for you, nmy bonoured int-ber. 1 do not cvcr expeci te see y-ou
again, so God blesyoiu. Adieu. 1 have four cbildren. Caroline, William
Hamilton, Maria and Susan, and fine prosperous childi-en t.bev arc.

As for my vf.William (Son. W. E. Merritt), thierc, arc but few


