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- This” principle’ granted; and the -schodl admitted to be a
" substitute for the'home,” a°good ~school “is” that in’ which'the
- bést features of the home ave copied, andits hizhest -advan-
+ tage secured:” By thispractical test the merits of the system

may e tried, and the cavses of failuré:indicated, -~y - "%
- wo1-In the first placey if @ school is-to resémble'a hiome; some’
¢ “proportion must exist bétween the numbers contained in both.

" And here’I should: observe, that T-ain speaking altogether
- “and ‘entirely of female educalian, and of'education. as dpart

‘from, and "above, mere - instruction. Large: public -schools
: for boys ate, by common ‘consent, one of tlie. many rieces-~

sary evils - with" which the 'world abounds:~ With " these,

“therefore, we have' no desire. to. meddié: - But  desirable as

public spirit and hardihood may, be for boys, they are not thé

objects: we propose to ourselves in-bringing up our’ daughters;
neither for them do we make: the attaininent of intellectual
excellence our first desire. - 'On the contrary, the cultire of
" the damestic aflections, the “formation ‘of the chasacter, the,

_strengthening of that- heroie, self-denying - element which is

the basis of 2 oman’snature, and which enables her (o find

- in duty its own' motive -and reward, and 'to do right for the

right’s sake—these “ate the’.ends every. thoughtful ‘parent

‘would seek to'pursue in the education of ‘his' daughters. As
much :intelleéctual -attainment, as many external “accom-~
“plishments, as may be consistent with these, he will-desirey
2~amd no more, - Now: the home influences, where the moral

atmosphicre is pure, will be- found “precisely adapted “to se~
cure these ends. -~ The parental affection inwhich childrer
¢ live; 'move, and: have their being,’ tends’ to develop ‘the
feeling of love in their young hearts’; whilst the deep inte~
“rest of the parent must quicken lis-comprehension of - the in=<

dividual chasacter of the ehild, and: teach him how 1o bring.

ahout that peculiar combination of qualities-which he desires

7 tosec him possessed of.” R L
These being same ‘of - the pecaliar. characteristics of home
cducation, it is at once evident that & large school cannever

supply its place s for the affection and interest with -which -

cach child is regarded by the ¢ principal’ must be infinitely
estimable, even if, as too often happens, the feeling of indivi-
duality is not lost'sight of aitogetner.. If a school, .then, be
intended to supply 'the place of the liome, it must be sui-~
ficiently Iimited in extent to admit'of the same  close - study
. of individual character, and will differ chiefly from the na-
tural home in bringing together companions nearer of an age
than can possibly be found amongst brothers and sisters. . In
‘this respect, and in this only, the school hasnecessarily - the
advantage.  Many children, studying single-handed, find a
degree of dulness in theiroccupations which would be quickly
-removed. by the. presence of companions. - Again : unless
two or three sisters are- very neatly of an age, the conse~
quence of teaching them together is, thal the clder is. kept
back, and grows udle; or, more probably, thai the powers of
the younger are overstrained. Now, it is by no means as-
seited that many girls of twelve are incapable of studying
with sisters two or three years older—for age is by no means
© synonymous with power, there being greater - capability in

some at ten thav in others at fifteen. Stilly the rule of course’

~is, that fellow-studenis of the same age are preferable.
Morcover, all wise teachers know that children often gain
from each other, bothmentally and morally, fully as much as
it is in the instructor’s power lo hestow, Difficult as it is to

. make this clear to any who have not studied education prac-
tically, by those who have, it will be readily. admitfed, be-
cause the philosophy of it 1s rightly nnderstood.
- 11. The first point being established—that a school must
resemble a family in extent~—the second is naturally connec~
ted with it—ihat its mode of government shall be the same ;
namely, patriarchal. That all large schools are despotisms,

is by no mzans asserted; but that they have anatvral ten-

‘Gency o hecama so,:con scarcely be denied. In legislating
for numbheors, recourse must be had {o rules, regulations, for-
mule, and other mechanical substitutes for personal dircction ;
whilst every school not larger than a family might be govern-
ed, as all wiscly-ordered families are, almost, if not aito-
- gelher, by principles. Eachinember mighi feel herself the
- object of the watchful care. and affeclionate interest of the

head, and might pastake as largely of the  infusion of her

spirit; -But {hisis orily bpos'sible,hn'?lhc:',s‘uppoéitio"n that hes
heart “is” 16ving,-her ‘judgment “sound; and* her energy un-
failing:’ st O ety e

Ir. In:the third place; e"veryﬂ{ead of'a:',s.ch'opl'svilbIhn’;i‘cr-

takes to'supply  the’place: : of ;home:¢ducation,’ must have -

deéper views of what is'required from: hery and be more fat< /.-

- 5ighfed with regard to the future; than' the -majofity: of our.
. ‘teachers atpresent are.i- A’'school is too often o mere intellec=:
tual milly employed in grinding outof- unfortunatechildren a

- certain’ quantity of labour . for - present. purposes. --Lessons

a]pear to be learned inorder to be said, and said to be 'spees .
dily forgotten. - Caundour;-however, requires us {0 admit that -
the whole of this mistake is not Lobe charged: o school=mis-
trésses 3 parents often, by theit ill-judged-desite to'see: their

“ehildren advance rapidly; adding fuelto that flame by which’ - :

the powvers of young minds are ‘wasted'-and’ destroyed. " On
both sides there-is o° want of thiit wise econemy by wlhieh the’
: immeilinté results of intellectual efforts are'made a party:and
but a small party of the advantagesto be detived 3 the chief
gain tieing the moral discipline. involved,” and the' power  ibis’
gives for future years ; or, to confine: ourattention to the in~
tellect, the. sharpening and'  strengthening of :the faculties,”
rather lhan’ the'immediate knowledge they ~are the'menns of
procaring. Notv, the great ,intcll’l’t:cu‘mlv‘mislnkc‘ in inany
schools isy that.there is no_working for the future. Young
people’ arg ot shown practically that'all their studies and
pursuils are” mainly - valuable  for -the promise'they hold out;,
and the facilities they afford, for future attainments. . Could
we show. them' in-the ‘present“the  germ of the future; and
make it clear to theiv minds -how much ‘their happiness” here
and hereafler depends on the faithful Tulfilment of thosé | sim=

ple ‘duties which they are accustomed 1o fegard s merein~

different routine, how-much more lifelike and earnest . ould -
be theirdaily employments’! Commeon situalions; and unro-

. mantic circumstanees, would® then content” them ;:for-into;
the mearnest’ they -would =sec” " the possibility of enrrying all -
thosé graat deeds and high thoughts whiclr they have ‘reve-:-
renced in othersy and perhaps sighed for in thémselves. Their
‘life would thus hecome - a connected  wholey instead of in ifs:
two periods offering the ‘slavéry of 'sehooly and the emanci-.
_pation of leaving it; with nothing . to”sliow: the oneness and
‘reality of existence.. There can be. no' doubt that; il judi-
ciotisly attempted, it will be. found possible, - without making -

. young persons - prematurcly ;thoughtful;:to; show--them. tiio" "
close connection between those “two stages “of eduéation.

" which they have been accustomed: to think so different-=
the school-teaching, and the life-teaching. - A wise teacher
will do even more than this. Toresceing the end of ‘all her
cfforts from the very beginning, and gradually approximating .
_towards it by slow degrees, in- proportion as she finds the
power of self-guidance developed, she will remove  externel
motive and stimulus, and s prepare the mind to depend on
itself, that, when the perioil arrives for losing sight of mitho-
rity altogether, the change shall be in many important par-
ticulars Imperceptible, I e

Neither is it necessary that young women should leave
school, as they often do, with littie preparation for the active
duties of life.  No other law but the absurd one of fashion
has laid down the cultivation of all kirds of uselessand fri-
volous needlework, lo the exclusion, in many cases; of that
particular branch in which every woman stould bé well prac-
tised. - ‘The period of life. passed at school is that on which
future happiness and usefulness mainly depend, it being dur-
ing the course of this .that habits are, 1o acertain extent, un-
alferably formed. To accustom young Ecoplc, theréfore, ex-
clusively to the nse of Berlin wools and . floss silks, is to pre-
clude the hope of their being, in' one "important’ particular,
useful mistresses of families. - IR
_ 1v. Are schools and school-life necessarily and unavoidably
the dull, farmal, negative things we commonly find: them'?:
May not the cultivation of a ioving spiril in the young people,
together with constant cheerfulness, intelligent conversation,
and. an animated manner in the principal; helpto make s
school-life a happy and pleasanl one—~inferior to lome only
in theone great particnlar, of separation from relative?®:

" In the present administration of schoals, one of the:prin-

v cipal mistakes arises from the fearof giving too free a 'conrse




