THE WHITE SWALLOW. 9

cnemy. No other tree was fiear enough at hand, and he was too
busily engaged in dodgin% round and round, to be able to load his
rifle. Faster and faster fell the blows of the fore-feet. Now a piece
of bark, now a splinter of wood, flew off ; and now the tree bent,
split, and came crashing down. Even so fell the cariboa ; for just at
the critical moment, a bullet from the Indian chief, who had re-
turned to the rescue at imminent peril to himself, struck him in a
vital part, and killed him on the spot.

The two hunters made prize of the skin, and of the more deli-
cate parts of the dead animal, and on returning to their companions,
loaded with the spoil, Mark ate for the first time of caribou flesh of
his own hunting.

‘When the spriag had arrived, it was resolved that the whole of
the male party, save two old men, shonld start on a trip to the
mountains in search of buffalo and caribou, which they intended to
kill, dry, and drag home on tobogans made from the first irees
they laid their hands on. The women were to join them six weeks
after their departure at a place close to the scene of their hunt;
and thus reinforced, the men hoped to have an ample stock of dried
meat for the winter. Great preparations were made on the oc-
casion. All the arms of the tribe were furbished np. Matonaza
and Mark alone had firearms ; the rest had bows, arrows, and spears.
The women mended the clothes of the hunters, packed their pro-
visions, and made the thongs to drag the tabogans with. But the
chief part of such utensils were to be brought by them to the ren-
dezvous. The gentle, lovely, and blushing White Swallow herself
made every thing ready for her betrothed, to whom, on his returu,
she was to be united. All was smiling, prowising, and joyous.
The fields of the little settlement were improving; the wigwams
exhibited the air of more permanent buildings than they usunally
are; and when the warriors departed on their errand, they left be-
bind them a bappy and hopeful community. ’
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As soon as the men were really gone, the two elders proceeded
to organize the movements of the party for the next six weeks,
They %fad been directed to make clothes, watch the fields, fish for
their subsistence, and do all needful domestic duties. All save the
‘White Swallow. She, the unmarried but affianced bride of the
chief, was, by custom, exempt from all share in labour; but to this
her tastes and feelings were repugrant, and though the White
Swallow neither scraped leather ner carried burthens, she was yet
industrious in her way. She learned to make her own clothes, to
fish in the lake, to light = fire, to build & tent, to snare birds, and
to perform a multitude of other things necessary_to the existence
of an Indian woman.

Then again, while her companions were scattered round the lake
or in the fields, she would stop with some of the more helpless in-
fants. She would, while overlooking them, sit and think with pride
and jov on x:.)he absent one, whose image was always uppermost in



