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ST. HILLAIRE. BISHOP OF POICTIERS.

~ UCH is the power of the loveof God, that it maketh us to
S bee of one spirit and affection with God, as distance of
lace ot time cannut alt.r or change a settled affiction. The
oadstone of love ialove. God's love allureth ours., God first
loved ug, and that in a bigh degree, when we wore vile and
contemrptible. A strong inducement to reader love for so
great love.

"The elect clothed with the wedding garment do shine in
the nownesse of regeneration, neither is our election merit,
but our merit proceedeth from eclection. God electeth none
for their own eakes, or anything in them, but of his meer free
mercy. Wherefore did he love Jaakob and hate Esau?
Search not into God’s sccret couusell. Cannot the potter
make one vessel for honour, another for dishonour? As the
clay in the potter’s hand, so we were in Gei's hand, who chose
or rejested us, either for the magnifying of lis mercies, or
the wanifesting of His justice,

What is swecter than Christ’s yoke? Vhat is lighter than
His burthen ? To abstaine from wickednesse, to desire that
which is good, to love all, to hate evil, to obtain eternity, not
to be taken with things present, and not to impose on another
that which thou wouldest not thyself suffer,

Christ is to be followed by taking up His crosse, and though
not in act, yet in will we should be ever ready to suffer with
Christ as cowmpanions of His passion ; though not in act, yet
in affection, for when Christ comes to judgment, how ahall
eternal hife be obtained ?—by swealth, gentilitie, or dignity ¥
These things and the like are to be contemned, and Christ to
be followed, whereby eternitie with losse of earthly felicitio
i3 gained.

It is an hard matter at once to look up to heaven with one
eye, fixing the other upon earth: we must either adbere to
ourselves and deny Christ, or adhere to Christ, denying our-
selves. No man can serve two masters, that is commanding
contrarie things. Ve must deuie ourselves, and say with the
apostle, we have forsuken all and followed Thee.

The inward part of the cup is most useful ; if it be foule
within, the outward washing is to no purpose, and so the in-
ward integretic of the conscience daoth purifie the Lody.

Cod requireth truth in the inward parts, and of all the
sacrilices of the Old Testament, niost esteemed was the fat
of the inwards. He will have no dissembling. The woman
before the King Solomon would have all the childe or none ; she
was the childe’s mother : but that other harlot said, Let it be
neither thine nor mine, but let it Le divided. God hateth
division, we must not have one heart for God, and another
for the devil ; give Him all or none at all,

By the similitude of hidden treasure the richesof our hopes
are showed, becauge God was found in man, for cbtaning of
whom all is to be sold, that wading through all wants we may
attain the riches of heaven.

That man can want nothing, which hath Him, who is all
inall. And as the philosopher said, Whosoever is mine, I
Lear about me. So may a Christian rich in grace say, Since I
enjoy God, I enjoy all, without whom enjoying all, I enjoy
nothing ; other things I may enjoy for their use, but have
no true contentment in cnjoying them.

Christ did so highly commend concord and peace, that
he affirmed that prayers made in the unity of the spirit
should be beard, and hath promised that where two or three
are gathered together in His name, He would be in the midst
of them,

Custom is a strong obligation, and therefore he is a beiter
Christian, who not vnly by remission of sinne, but by igno-
rance in sinne is blameless and innocent, Whence it wasthat
the prophet denounceth a woe against such as draw iniquity
tagether with cords of vanity. Such are the cords of long
continued custome, which habituate a man in au evil way,
making him irrecoverably wicked.

As slips of trees that are ingrafted, and inoculated into
another stocke, partake of the nature of the stocke where-
unto they are ingrafted, so whatsoever vice a man accustometh
himselfe unto, so the same are his affections, glued, as it
were, and inseparably jouined, and the corruption thereof con.
centrated and made co-essential unto it,
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In the passion of Jesus Christ we children of beleafu should
diligently ponder and constder what Christ hath done
for our sakes—how He loved His owne untill the end ; and
with what desire 1e Jonged to eato the Baster Lambe with
His disciples before Hosutfered, thereby giving then to under-
stand that He was the tius Pescal Lambe, which, being slain
for us, should take awaie the sinnes of the worid. that the
ﬁgul;es of the Old Testament might be reduced into the
truth,

As the Jews (to whom with a preserihed ordinance it was
commanded yeerly to cate the Easter Lambe) did the same
for 2 memoriall ot tbeir dehiverance out of Egypt, so believers
also in the New Testament Lave a remembrance and exorciso
of the gracious redemptioa, whereby we, by His death, are
defivered from the power of darkness, of the devil, and of
sinne, and brought to eternal life.

The death of Christ ought never to ¢crme out of our hearts ;
;_.hat wee may do and saffer all things for His sake that dyed
or us.

The peace of the world seekoth quictnesse and rest of the
bodie, throweth awaio the crosse, and thieth from it. The
peace of Christ rejoiceth in the middest of adversitie, and
overcometh the crosse,

If we would live to please the world, to serve it, and to
hunt after the favour and praise of it, wee should not bo faith.
full suivants of Jesus Christ.  We ought not to look for
worldly hunour, but to have respect to the eceruall glorie,
which we shall have with Christ our Head ; yea, shfarreas we
suffer rebuke and dishonour with Him,

\Ve are branches in Christ, the true vine, albeit as yet verio
weak aud tender, svone blowne awa’e with the winde, or
smitten down other waies ; but forasmuch as out of Christ wee
receive the sap and vertue of spirit and life, we are in life
preserved, that we wither not away.

There should no feare make us to shrivke irom the confes.
sion of Christ and Lhs trueth.  We are not they that speake,
but it is the Spirite of the Father which speaketh in ua,

In all trouble and distresse of this world we ought to com.
fort ourselves, and trust onely in the grace and strength of
Christ. The world is not able to hurt and plague us, more
than of our gracious Father is peruntted untv them for our
wealth,

While we live here, we are in micerie, afiliction, and dis-
tressc; but seeing the Head hath overcome, the members
cught not to doubt of the victorie. Afflictions shall serve us
uato high honour, as they served Chrict the Lord unto glorie.

Awalke up nowe, O thou faithfull and devout soule, and go
after thy Redeewer, follow Llis fuotsteps, gather up diligently
the drops of His blood, and sprinkle them with a true faith in
thine heart. 'Take up the buudle of mirrhe and lay it at thy
breast, O thuu noble bride and spouse of Christ.  His passion
that He suffered for thee write, then, in thy minde. J.carne
to die from all sinne, from tbyselfe, and from the world, that
thou maiest bue crucificd unto the world, and the world unto
thee,

Nothing is there uppon earth that so kindleth, draweth, and
pierceth the beart of man as dvoth Christ’s love declared uppon
the crosse. In His death standeth our life, for in His death
is our death slaine, LThrough His shawme cometh eternal
honour and glurie unto us. His passivn is the wholesomeo
playster for all woundes ; His crosso tho overthrow of all
encmies, and victorie against all vice.

Christ showeth to His disciples, after His resurrection, His
woundes {o heal the woundes of their unbeleefe. Asif Hee
would say, Look upon me and fight manfullie; without a
battaile shall no man be crowned.

No man must bee wise and learned for [himselfe onely ; no
wan ought to be rich for himselfe, but everie man’s giftes
must serve to the profite one of another, and to the edificing
and sustaining of the whole budie. Every oueis bound to
serve the bodie, according to the gifte and measurc which the
Spirite of God hath distributed unto him.

God answers the prayers of His people oftentimes by
wonderful and terrible things in rightecousness. The most
dreadful revolutions of Providence are in answer ‘o prayer;
and that which makes prayer so powecful, is because the altar
of incense is sprinkled with the blood of the sin offering.
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