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HUSTINGS SCENE OF UPROAR
AS THE PROCEEDINGS CLOSE

<

W. A. Quinton, Government Official, Uses Violent
Language Interrupting A. H. Clark

Opposition Candidates Received With Marked Favor by Big
Crowd in Court House---Their Speeches Presage Victory
---Speakers Limited to Half-Hour Each and All Is Over

by 6.30 0’Clock.

Wednesday, Feb. 26

From 2 o’clock until 6.30 p. m. yesterday
the battle of eloquence between the rival
candidates in the city and county raged
in the court house. The proceedings start-
ed rather tamely, but- warmed up as the
epeech making proceeded and wound up
with a hurrieane finish. A. H. Clark, the
last speaker, in the course of his remax:ks
made certain charges in connection with
the management of the provincial hospital
which roused the ire of W. A. Quinton,
the steward of the institution, who inter-
gected frenzied contradictions in ne meas-
ured terms and amid considerable uproar.

Owing to the illness of W. Frank Hathe-
way, the number of speakers was
‘yeduced to ten, Edward Lantalum
on the government side standing
down to make the mnumber even.
‘The opposition speakers, as was generally
.expected, scored their opponents right and

. left and came in for a great reception.
The opposition cause was clearly the popu-

lar one, and most of those who attended
Jeft the court house convinced that _the
vernment will be soundly beaten' on

gch 3. Pr. J. P. Mclnerney
iand J. P. Mosher, to mname but
wo, made gpeeches i greatly de-

ighted the assembly and marked them
strong and resourceful eampaign-
ers. For the government Hon. H. A. Mc-
eown and James Lowell were the most
rominent and made fighting spgechep.
fThe crowd had a distinct leaning in
favor of the opposition, but evéry speaker
was given a good hearing and except to-

the close there were but few inter-

ptions.
Throughout the proceedings the court
jhouse was filled to overflowing, the crowd
i intothepassagew&y.Ast}he
candidates arrived they were greeted with
cheers by their supporters. Mayor Sears
was the first to put in an appearance and
was quickly followed by Dr. McInerney.
“The popular North End opposition candi-
ddate met with a great reception which was
iwepeated a few minutes later on the arrival
of John E. Wilson. All the candidates ar
i within a few minutes of one an-
‘other and took the places reserved for
)them behind the judge’s desk.

The nomination pepers for the -eight
city candidates and four county candidates
'for the forthcoming provincial elections
to be held on Tuesday, March 3, were
filed with Sheriff Ritchie at the court
house yesterday morning. All candidates,
with the exception of W. Frank Hathe-
way, who is ill, and Dr. J. P. McInerney,
were present. The court was opened at
10 o’clock and all the papers were filed
berore 12, at which hour the time expimd.
The court was held open, however, until
2 o’clock, in case any protests were filed,
but none were forthcoming. For each
candidate the sum of $100 in Dominion
currency was deposited, so that the sheriff
hoad $1.200 in $1 and $2 notes. :

A conterence between the candidates
and some of the party leaders was held
a little after 12 o’clock, gnd it was de-
| cided that the speaking should commence
et 2 o’clock, Mayor Sears to be the first
speaker, and the other candidates to fol-

w alternately. The speeches were limit~
ed to a half hour each.

?Iu the City.

!  Robert Maxwell, John E. Wilson, James
f"‘ MeInerney, and W. Frank Hatheway
swere nominated by: -

omas Walker, M. D., physician.

. H. Thorne, merchant.

. B. M. Baxter, barrister.

. Douglas Hazen, barrister.

E. Agar, merchant.

D. Baskin, merchant.

H. Pickett, barrister.

Travers, M. D., physician.

. Simms, manufacturer.

Lockhart, manager.

. 'King Kelley, barrister.

barrister.

tone, gentleman.

B. Emerson, merchant.

R. Armstrong, barrister.

. Robertson Inches, physician.

as. Rodgers, Assistant manager.
Florence McCarthy, tailor.

R. F. Quigley, barrister.

Leonard P. D. Tilley, barrister.

Harry C. Green, express manager,

ilip Grannan, merchant.

Edward W. Slipp, manufacturer.
William McMulkin, trader. -

- James Sproul, builder.

. _'H. Colby Smith, merchant. :
John Sullivan, laborer.

Charles Daley, laborer, and many others.
The nomination papers of Edward Sears,
rh.niel J. Purdy, Edward Lantalum and
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. O. Skinner, government candidates for
dhe city were filed by W. H. Trueman

d the following names were appended as
imominees: Thomas McAvity, T. H. Esta-
‘brooks, Joseph Allison, Wm. H. Barnaby,
Thomas Gorman, Robt. Thomson, F. J. G.
Knowlton; John Sealy, Timothy Collins,
'W. G. Scovil, John E. Moore, Jas. Pen-
der, Alex. Macaulay, George H. Nixon, F.
‘E. Holman, Wm. Doherty, Alex. McMillan
‘A. Blain, H. C. Rankin, Geo. W. Ketch-
um, John M. Robertson, F. B. Schofield,
{A. W. Adams, James V. Russell, H. N.
Coates, W. E. Foster, G. H. Flood, R. J.
Walsh, M. J. Nugent, H. B. Schofield,
Henry Gallagher, G. A. Knodell, John M.
Robinson, E. C. Elkin, A. N. Shaw, T.
O’Brien, George McKean, James Knox,
W. A. Porter J. M. Elmore, F. H. Foster,
W. E. Vroom, J. F. Gregory, John Flood,
iG. 8. Smith, W. W. Allen, A. M. Rowan,
Henry Maher, P. J. Mooney, W. E. Scul-
ley, D. J. Brown, and many others.

In the County.

Judson P. Mosher and Alfred H. Clark
“were nominated by:—
James H. Gray, M. D., Fairville.
George T. Clark, Fairville.
Frank E. Josselyn, Crouchville.
John Gallagher, Fairville.
James W. V. Lawlor, Lancaster.
Henry Shillington, Silver Falls.
William Golding, Fairville.
John McDonald, Jr., Simonds.
Thomas B. Carson, Gardner Creek.
“lliam Fox, Fairville.
-t Catherwood, Fairville.
' J. Neve, Lancaster.
"~ Bettinson, Lancaster.
Raynes, Fairville.
Red Head.
Red Head.

"pec.

yper Harbor.
nd.
Loch Lo-

Alexander Willis, Sr., Lower Golden
Grove.

William J. Jones, Upper Loch Lomond.

Peter Smith, Ben Lomond.

William J. Johnston, Ben Lomond.

Patrick J. McMurray, Pleasant Point.

Addison G. Thompson, Dipper Harbor.

James K. Carscadden, Dipper Harbon.

Thos. J. Jordan, Ben Lomond. -

And many others.

The nomination papers of Harrison A.
McKeown and James Lowell, candidates
for the government ticket in the county

signed by the following:—
Robert Connolly, James Rourke, F. M.
Cochrane, A. F. Bently, Patrick Nugent,

Frederick' Black, W. J, Welsh, W. McL.
Barker, Henry E. Gilmore, E. A. Titus,
R. V. Skillen, C. P. Baker John Lee, A.
F. Johnston, Jeremiah Donovan, John
McGuire, Samuel Pool, Martin F., Dolan,
W. F. Barnhill, James Ready, Levi M.
Curran, Jeremiah J. Hennessey, T. Hooley,
Robt. Evans, James Masson, Percy W.
Wetmore, Murray W. Long, John A.
Gregory.

As soon as the hands of the clock in
the court room pointed to 2 o’clock
Sheriff Ritchie announced that mnomina-
tion for the twelve candidates for the
city and county had been received and
that they were all in order.

Mayor Sears then formally demanded a
poll for both the city and county. A few
minutes later -the proceedings were open-
ed by A. O. Skinner that the high sheriff
take the chair.

Mayor Sears put the motion and it was
carried unanimously.

Mr. Sears.

The sheriff announced Mr. Sears as the
first speaker. .

In his opening remarks, after courteous-
ly greeding the other candidates, the
mayor spoke of the issues as being of vital
importance in the present campaign, and
went on to refer to his being in the fight
not for his own personal ends, as had
been claimed by his opponents, but from
a public spirit. He alluded to his career
during the last twenty-five years, men-
tioning that he had first been elected an
alderman for Queens ward and to his hav-
ing more recently been elected mayor. He
would have entered the contest again,
but it had been pointed out to him that,
having sat for four terms, it was hardly
fair to monopolize the mayoralty.

He then passed on to refer to his being
asked to help the ticket by Mr. Lantalum.
He had made a canvass, he said, as a
citizen and from a non-partizan stand
point. Both Liberal and Conservative
circles were too much wedded to a party
and were inclined to neglect the common
interest of the city. Speaking of his own
efforts in that direction, he mentioned

John E. Wilson, St. John Oity.

the last delegation to Ottawa and amid
slight applause pointed out that'as a re-
sult the government had undertaken to
build a wharf.

Turning to a consideration of the prov-
incial government, the mayor said that
during the twenty-five’ years they had
been in office he was not prepared to say
none of their actions had been worthy of
criticism. They had passed good, bad and in-
different legislation, but on the whole it
had been good. The times had been un-
propitious, yet there had been signs of
prosperity in this province.

After praising the policy of the govern-
ment in connection with farming inter-
ests, he passed on to refer to the charges
of the opposition. Many of Mr. Flem-
ming’s questions, he contended, were put
to deceive the public, and he claimed that
no government was in a position to speak
on the amount of money which had been
taken from 1908 for use in 1907 until
passed on by the governor in council.

Dealing with the Central railway he
spoke, among other matters, of the work-
shops which would be built in a few
months. “Everything is booming,” he
added, “and the government has done
well.”” He criticized the opposition con-
tention that the government had run the
province into debt, taking the ground
that the assets were far beyond the
amount owed. It was necessary to go
into debt, he claimed, to expand the re-
sources of the province and keep pace
with competitors. The opposition, looks
ed at the matter in a narrow spirit.

After epeaking of assistance the prov-
ineial government had frequently obtained
from Ottawa for New Brunswick, and of
the fishery award, the mayor closed with
an appeal for confidence in the old govern-
ment and for the return of his comrades
and himself as the city’s representatives.

Mr. Wilson.

John E. Wilson, who was the next
speaker, was accorded a rousing recep-
tion. At the outset he expressed his sym-
pathy with the former speaker and said
he would not for the world use any ex-
pression which might in any way hurt his
feelings. He remembered, however, that
five years ago his worship stood on the
opposition platform and not only said some
very kindly words about him (Mr. Wilson)
but also strenuously condemned the same
government he was now engaged in sup-

porting. Mr. Wilson protested \egainst the
N

were presented by John W. Long and

Thomas E. Nugent, Wellington Vail, O.:

idea of running this election on dominion
lines and contended that the administra-
tion should be judged by the record of its
performances.

He then turned his attention to the im-
portance of the present campaign. He did
not believe that the people of St. John
fully appreciated this aspect of it. In re-
ality a provincial election was of as great
moment to the citizens as a civic one. He
said he remembered the time, when he
himself had a seat at the council, the
local government took away the revenue
from liquor licenses from the city. George
Robertson, who was then mayor, consulted
the city charter and gave it as his opinion
that the legislature had no power to do
such a -thing. Mr. Wilson himself had
consulted the recorder whose only answer
was that the government was all-powerful.
This the speaker said was the only ex-
planation he could get and it meant that
if the government ordered a glass roof put
over Market Square if such a thing were
possible, the city would have to comply
with the demand. I

In talking over the matter of the public
debt the government candidates make
light of it and Mr. Wilson thought it pos-
sible his hearers might be influenced so
far to these representations as to enter-

Hon. D. J. Purdy, 8t. John Oity.

tain similar views of it. The truth was,
however, that when the government issued
bonds for large amounts for the -Central
and International Railways it concerned
everybody because all who lived in the
province bore their share.

Then again much was made of the treat-
ment extended to the city of St. John by
the local government. It was true that they
granted $2,500 a year for. 20 years to aid
in building the west side facilities, but it
was also true that they had taken from the
city $14,000 or $15,000 revenue from liquor
licenses. !

The School Book Question. .

Turning to the mchool book question,
Mr. Wilson read from the Sun the state-
ment of Premier Robinson that books
would soon be supplied to. the -primary
grades free of charge. He claimed this as a
victory for the opposition. (Applause.) It
was another case of political death bed
repentance, but he did not believe the
people would put much faith in the prom-
ise.

Turning again to the question of debt he
said the government knew more than he,
the speaker, about it, because they had to
issue bonds to pay the interest on bonds.
If the government was returned to power,
which he was sure would not be the case,
there would be an immediate increase of
direct taxation. The legislature had al-
ready taxed everything in sight, (a voice—
“Yes, and a great many things not in
sight.)

Mr. Wilson thanked the speaker for the
interruption and went on to say that it
was true the government had taxed the
living and the dead. (Applause.) But the
government candidates had told the public
the debt must of necessity be increased.
Personally he did not believe that. The
province had great resources which if care-
fully handled could be made to yield rev-
enue enough for all legitimate purposes.
Mr. Hazen did not believe the debt must
be increased and he had promised to de-
crease it when he took up the reins of
power in Fredericton, after March 3.
(Applause.)

A great deal had also been made of
what Mr. Pugsley had done for the city.
He submitted that the minister of public
works would no doubt receive due credit
for it all when he appeared for re-election.
The Liberal Conservative party of the city
had used Mr. Pugsley well in allowing him
to be returned by acclamation, but he was
presuming too much and treading on
dangerous ground when he asked the elec-
tors to support an extravagant and in-
capable government.

Mr. Wilson reverted at this point to the
school book question. He said he was sur-
prised that his worship should speak of
the prices of school books as a small mat-
ter. He was the more surprised because
the votes of the working men of the city
had largely put the mayor in his present |
position. He urged all his hearers to vote
the whole opposition ticket on March 3
and not to split the vote.

Hon. D. 4. Purdy.

Hon. Mr. Purdy .was next called by the
chairman and received a good reception.
He began by saying that he” had been a
member of the legislature for the past
nine years. Personally he had no cause |
for regret because of the association and
he thought the members of the govern-!
ment appreciated him because they had |
made him (the speaker) one of their num-!
Ler.

Much had been made of the provincial
debt, but there were valuable assets cov-
ering, and more than covering, the debt.
The speaker went on to refer to the at-
titude of the government towards the city
and enumerated benefits conferred by the
legislature at Fredericton on the people.
There was scarcely anything he contended,
which the city had ever asked for that
kad not been granted. He contrasted this
with the behavior of the previous govern-
ment to the city and ventured to express
the belief that the people would not place
the opposition in power. After March 3!
he thought Mr. Hazen would have no
more followers in the house than he had
at the present time.

Mr. Purdy then entered fully into a con-
sideration of the government’s agricultural
policy, claiming that they had built up
the creamery industry of the province as
well as improved the live stock of the
country. The speaker concluded by urging
all his hearers to vote the straight govern-
ment ticket on March 3.

Mr. Maxwell.

was his pleasant duty to give an account

had opposed certain measures. In the!

taxes into the treasury at the chamber-

|
Opera House on Friday night, the premler! Senator King had profited by the branch : the $15,000 has already been placed 1n re-

and attorney general had sought to show |
what the government had done for St.|
John. The only thing that the provincial |
government really had accomplished for
St. John was the annual grant of $?,500!
a year towards west side improvements. |
Everyone knew that they had to pay |
lain’s office, and while the govermnentl
put $2,500 in the treasury with one hand, |
with the other they took out $16,110, the|
revenue from liquor licenses. From thei
county treasury, into which city voters|
paid 88 per cent of the taxes, the gov-
ernment also took from $2,500 to $5,000
a year for the maintenance of pauper
lunatics. -

These assessments were not made by
any previous government, and even if
they had been it was ridiculous for t:he‘
government to charge the opposition with '
the responsibility for the misdeeds of an'
administration which held sway wthen th_ei
present candidates were infants in their |
cradles. “We are the new party. We
are the young men’s party,” he said,
“the party of progress and reform in gov-
ernment.”

Continuing, Mr. Maxwell called atten-
tion to the fact that the government had
broken faith as regards the reserving of
$30,000 a year from the Ottawa grant to-
wards the payment of the public debt.
They secured $130,000 as an additional
grant and in order to give strength to the
idea of putting away $30,000 a year an act
was passed at the last session’of the legis-
lature providing that this amount he put
away annually. “I tell you right here,”
said Mr. Maxwell, ‘“before the attorney-
general, that they have already violated
their agreement.”

Mr. McKeown—“No, no.”

“I tell you they have.” continued Mr.
Maxwell, “according. to the accounts pub-
lished in the Royal Gazette and the Globe
the whole of the $65,000 has been placed
in ordinary revenue. According to their
own law they should have set aside $15,-
000, but in order to cover up a deficit of
$6,000 they threw the whole amount into
current revenue. That is one way these
gentlemen have of keeping their prom-
ises.”

The Audit.

Mr. Maxwell then discussed the auditing
of the accounts. For the purpose of re-
futing statements made by Mr. Flemming
and not for the purpese of inquiring into
the finances, an auditor had been engaged
and in a few days possibly yesterday, ac-
cording to the attorney-general, the re-
port of the auditor would be presented.
This audit had been made in four days,
and any man who knew anything about
business could place the report at its true
value. In St. John there had been occas-
ions to have an audit made, for the pur-
pose of accounting for $12,000, and yet it
had occupied the time of one auditor—a
splendid business man—for four weeks,
and he was aesisted by Adam MclIntyre,
the present controller, and the whole staff
at the chamberlain’s office. At the office
of the branch of the Imperial Oil Com-
pany in this city it was sometimes neces-
sary to make an audit, and he had been
informed by a member of the firm that
from six to eight weeks were occupied in
completing the audit. In the Bank of
New Brunswick it took five men five days
to examine the books. Yet the premier

Robert Maxwell, St. John City.

and attorney-general had the audacity lo
give to the public a statement of the
work of one man for four days. (Ap-
plause).

Continuing, the speaker said the govern-
ment which had so much pluck had swal- |
lowed in the last few months the various,
features of legislation which they had |
fought for strenuously tor years. Despite
the fact that the different members of the
opposition offered no less than five amend-
ments to the highway act and voted as a
unit against the measure, and Mr. Hazen,}
at a great political picnic at Gagetown, |
had said that one of his first acts if re-
turned to power would be to repeal thsa
act and introduce more satisfactory legis-
lation in its place, yet the government
charged that the opposition were alike re-
sponsible for the act. Now the govern-
ment swallowed the act root and branch
and were going &o far as to repeal it. (Ap-
plause).

Use Opposition Idea in School
Books.

With regard to school books both At-
torney-General McKeown and Solicitor-
General Jones had stated that school
books were sold as cheaply as poseible in
New Brunswick. “I stated at Salisbury
and Chatham,” said Mr. Maxwell, ‘“‘that
I, as one member of the opposition, would !
use my utmost endeavor to supply prim<
ary school books, blank books and suzh
like, to the children of the province, and
the premier heard about it and last night, |
in the North End, announced that the|
governmeént were prepared to provide
primary readers free. The government |
are prepared to swallow the brains of the
opposition party and everything else in
order to remain in power.”

| country and it was thought at first: that!

Mr. Maxwell then went into the Central |
Railway question and said he would stake |
his political reputation on his statements
as they were bona fide facts. When the
bonds were first issued the attorney gen-
eral stated that the bonds were for the
whole road from Norton to Fredericton. |
In 1904, when the second issue was asked |
for Mr. Pugsley said Mr. Hazen’s state-!
ments were based on a superficial know-
ledge of the facts and that there was no
doubt that the road would be buily
through to Fredericton. Altogether they i
had expended $700,000 which they said was
well expended as it went for the develop-
ment of the coal areas in Queens and
Sunbury.

“They have done more than that,” said
the speaker, ‘‘they have deliberately
squandered thousands of dollars of the!
people’s money and further have deliber- .
ately misappropriated the funds voted for
expenditure on the road.”” Every dollar
guaranteed was for the whole road, yet
they had constructed nine miles of branch-
es into coal mines for the benefit of their

Robert Maxwell, M. P. P., was given| friends. The cost of these branches is
a very hearty reception. He referred to| placed at $8,000 a mile and in this way
his election three years ago and said it! $72,000 of the public funds was deliberate-

ly misappropriated for the benefit of Sena-

of his stewardship, and to tell why he|tor King and others.

It bad been denied in the house that

railways, but out of Premier Tweedie’s
own mouth came the contradiction. In re- |
ply to a question he had stated in the|

house that five miles of branch enteredi
Gibbon's coal mine and that another
branch entered Senator Kings's.

Today, said Mr. Maxwell, the govern-
ment were dcliberately deceiving the peo-
ple with reference to the road. Senator
King stated that the speaker had made
misstatements when he spoke of the road,
but the senator used too many “‘ifs” when
speaking of the railway. As Mr. Hill, of
Charlotte, had said of the St. John Valley
Railway, it was founded on two telegrams
and many “ifs.”

“I will show you why we characterize
the government’s system as crooked book-
keeping,” said Mr. Maxwell, “and I chal-
lenge Senator King or anyone else to ac-|
count for the discrepancies and point out.”
Mr. Maxwell then crificized the govern- |
ment’s action in charging the item for|
surveys on the Central to another account |
in order to bring out a small surplus in?
1906. Added to the real deficit of $2,356 |
should be the interest on the bonds:

W. F. Hatheway, 8t. John City.

amounting to $30,500 which made the ac-
tual loss to the province $32,856.93.

In his Chipman speech Senator King
had used figures which the speaker did
not possess. He had written to George
MecAvity, one of the Central commission-
ers agking for a report. He received a re-
ply stating that the 1907 report was not
yet printed, but the statement was given
that the surplus for that year was $6,011.13
and that the royalty on the coal carried
amounted to $3,098. The royalty amounted
to 10 cents a ton and if these figures were
accepted the amount of coal was 30,098
tons. This was 1,000 tons less than in 1906
and it was difficult to see where the great
development was coming in.

Alleged Surplus, Actual Loss.

As regards the surplus, since the same
system of accounts was in vogue, the sum
of $3,000 would have to be subtracted for
surveys. The interest on the bonds now
amounted to $34,612, and when the sur-
plus of $3,296 over working expenses was
deducted, an actual loss of $31,316 to the
province was sustained. “If we are sent
to power, we will either operate the Cen-
tral so as to save the province from these
actual deficits or dispose of it to some cor-
poration under an agreement by which the
province can get their money out of the
sink-hole.”

Referring to the International Railway,
Mr. Maxwell characterized it as the great-
est outrage ever perpetrated upon an un-
suspecting province. Last vear Hon. Mr.
Pugsley asked the legislature to guarantee
bonds to the extent of $8,000 a mile for
the last sixty miles, on the strength of the
report of Chief Engineer Schrieber. As a
matter of fact, the chief engineer had
never seen the road or the territory, and
the $8,000 was voted without even the re-
port of the provincial engineer. The speak-
er himself had called at the office of A. R.
Wetmore, provincial engineer, and asked
to see the plans but was told that there
were no plans or surveys beyond the first
fifty miles. “Never was a more reckless
government,” declared Mr. Maxwell, and
his statement was received with applause.
In closing, the speaker urged the voters to
think calmly and dispassionately and judge
the parties by their record. He was given
a rousing cheer as h\e finished.

Mr. McKeown.

Hon. H. A. McKeown announced that
in Madawaska no opposition candidates
had’ been nominated. The ball had been
started rolling and would not stop.

Voice—““Any more joint debates?”,

The attorney general first spoke of the
International Railway. It was, he said, a
railway that passed through a difficult

$5,000 a mile would be sufficient. It was|
now the policy of the government to guar-
antee bonds rather than to give money
away in subsidies. In the very act which
guaranteed the further issue of bonds it
was recited that the railway cost from
$27,000 to $28,000 a mile. Now the prov-
ince held a first mortgage for the sum of |
$5,000 a mile. The country traversed was
as good as anywhere else and the govern-
ment considered it good business to take

| respective of the crack of the party whip.

the mortgage for the $8,000 a mile. The
government had compelled the company to |
exccute a bond for the continual payment[
of interest until the road has been built.

Mr. McKeown also spoke of the Central |
Railway and said that Mr. Maxwell had |
stated - that 30,000 tons had been carried |
in 1907, which was less than in 1906. How !
much had been taken out four years ago? |
Only 362 tons. This was an instance of the |
development. Mr. Maxwell, though he xve-:
presented the road to be in a serious con- |
dition, himself had voted against the leas- |
ing of the road. Mr. McKeown atso argued !
out that the government made $16,500 as '
freight on the 30,000 tons of coal carried !
in 1907. The Grand Trunk Pacific was|
coming into that section and it was im-
portant that the coal fields should be de- |
veloped. ;

Mr. McKeown also spoke of the public:
debt and claimed that the government was '
responsible for only $2,300,000 of it. Of this
$1,625,000 was expended in permanent
bridges. The government had looked about '
for means to repay the money, and a|
sinking fund was created and long before |
the bridges were worn out would re-im-,
burse the province. In the sinking fund, !
there was more than 10 per cent collected !
for the purpose of paying off the debt.

By pressing forward the claims of the;
province, the government had secured |
$130,000 from the dominion as an annual |

| grant. If the opposition had had their way |
Ithey would not have taken anything. Of
| that $130,000, the. government had laid by

$30,000. If Mr. Maxwell would only seek
knowledge and a little light, he would be
spared many sleepless nights and the elec-
terate would be spared many harrowing
moments. If this $30,000 was put away in
40 or 42 years there would be sufficient f.oi
pay the debt.

Mr. Maxwell—“Why did you not pat the |
$15,000 away?” ‘ |

Mr. McKeown—" “How do you khow it is
not already put away?”’ -

Mr. Maxwell—“The publit accounts |
show that the entire half yeﬁly payment |
of $65,000 was placed in current revenue.”

Mr. McKeown,—“Notwithftanding that

serve.”

With regard to the liquor license, con-
tinued the speaker, Mr. Maxwell knew
very well that the government had arrang-
ed the license so that the city were not
the losers to the extent of a single dollar,
when the government took over the license
fees. Mr. Maxwell also omitted to say
anything as to the school grant made by
the government to the city of St. John.
In closing, Mr. McKeown said the gov-
ernment believed in the future of the
province.

Dr. MclInerney.

Dr. J. P. McInerney made a capital
speech. It was the first time many “of
those present had heard the doctor and
his ridicule of -the government and witty
retorts kept the audience in continued
good humor. He made many telling points
and even after his time was up there were
insistent cries of “go on, go on.”

In opening his address, he said there
were eight good men seeking to address
them that they might judge which were
best fitted to represent them in the legis-
lature. He referred 1o Mayor Sears, who
was appealing to them to send the gov-
ernment candidates to Fredericton to
strengthen Dr. Pugsley’s hands.

He was sorry it was necessary for the
government to chloroform one of thei
party to make Mr. Purdy a member of the
government. He was afraid that on this
occasion even the title would not save !
Mr. Purdy. “Our good friend Mr. Lanta- |
lum has not been heard here today.” i

Mr. Lantalum—I retired as Mr.- Hathe- |
way was ill.”

Mr. Skinner interjected his little joke
about Lantalum’s oratorical powers im-
proving and he would be in evidence elec-
tion day.

Dr. MecInerney—“Well, 1 remember in
the last campaign it was said Mr. Lanta- |
lum was always around when there was a
wreck, eo I suppose he will be in evidence
on March 3.”

He referred to Mr. Skinner as a business
man who stands well in the commercial
and business life of the city, but he would
probably ‘be left home in this fight as in
his previous contest with Mr. Maxwell.

He ridiculed the statement of Mr. Me-
Keown about a einking fund for the main-
tenance of steel bridges and said that not
until pressed by the opposition did the
government give up the practice of bridges
built by contractors and middlemen in-
stead of by tender. 1

The government speakers had not been
sticking to the questions as they should.
It was not a contest between Liberal and
Conservative, but between government and
opposition. The highway act was another
matter that the government had pinned
faith to but they had been forced to
abandon it and they stated that when the
house met they would repeal the act and
form a new one that would be satisfactory.
This, matter, however, he believed would
be in the hands of Premier Hazen and
his government, and not the present ad-
ministration, after March 3. (Applause.)

Referring to the secret ballot he said
this was another matter for which the
opposition could claim the credit. It was
owing to an arrangement made by Mr.
McKeown to keep John E. Wilson from
running against him a few years ago, that
this act had been passed.

McKeown—“There = was no arrange-
ment.”

Mr. Wilson (jumping up)—*“Do I under-
stand Mr. McKeown to say he made no
arrangement ?”’ .

Mr. McKeown—“It was the announced
policy of the government at that time to
give the secret ballot.”

Mr. Wilson denied that this was so, but
that the arrangement was made between
Mr. McKeown and himself.

Mr. McInerney—“You have heard the
plain honest statement of a man like Mr.
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Wilson and you have heard the answer of
a smooth man like the attorney gemeral
who knows how to quibble, and judge for
yourselves.”  (Applause and cheers.)

The New Administration.

The speaker appealed to the electors 10
support the men they considered best, ir-

The new administration would have a
new auditor-general, would keep the
books of the province so that a young ex-
pert from Ontario would not have to come
down to do a little simple addition and
subtraction for .the officials. The offic1al
they would appoint would not be swayed
by the party in power, but would be so
appointed that he would have absolute
control.

Dr. McInerney then named the various
acts which he had reviewed and asked if
the government candidates could say that
there was not a particle of constructive
ability in the opposition.

Referring to the Central railway, he said
they had heard Central railway to right
and left of them, but he wanted to touch
briefly on some few points. He would
tell Mr. McKeown why Mr. Hazen and
his colieagues had voted against the pro-
position to lease the Central railway at
$21,000 a year. The Central had cost the
government $1,260,000 and it was proposed
to lease it for $21,000  a year, which would
be only one and three-quarters per cent.
on the cost, while they would have to
borrow money at five per cent. to pay the
balance of the interest. (Applause).

Passing to the International railway, he
said it had placed on the province a lia-
bility of $1,100,000. Mr. Pugsley would
guarantee the bonds of anything. He|
would agree to build a second Babel to|
reach to a second heaven. (Laughter).
“This octopus, the Central railway, this
pap-fed kid of Pugsley, Tweedie and Mc-
Keown, they talk of ‘it as an asset.”
(Laughter and cheers).

Passing to the public debt,-he said it
was, according to the auditor-general’s re-
port, $4,841,710. This was the net debt,
but with the amounts for the St. John
valley railway, the International railway
and permanent steel bridges, it was more
than $8,000,000. The government said
these had not been built, but the people
were as liable for them as if they had put
their name to a note. -

The reason they had that tidy surplus
of $8,000 was because they ha& not paid
their bills. ‘““You take this tidy surplus
of $8,000 from the $110,000 of over-expen-
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diture and you have a deficit of more thaw
$400,000.” The government before ele&_:-
tions made spasmodic promises to the agn-
culturists. They promise to send Mr.
McDade and Mr. Craigie to Ireland to
bring immigrants ‘to this fertile country
to make it blossom like a rose.

Hon. James Barnes and his pronournce-
ment about Jap. laborers was too much
for a long suffering people, and Dr. Pugs-
ley was summoned from Ottawa to ex-
amine the patient. He placed his hands
on him and said “chleroform.” He was
thereupon put under the anesthetic and
had now gone to his reward of $2,000 a
year. (Laughter and applause).

Dr. McInerney here remarked that his
time was getting short, but there were in-
sistent cries of “go on, go on.” He saud
he felt confident that on March 3 the peo-
ple would cast their ballots in favor of
good government under the leadership of
Mr. Hazen, as from all over the country
came the most encouraging reports.

Mr. McKeown—“How about Madawas-
ka?” .

Dr. McInerney—“When Madawaska sees
how the other counties go, she will get
over to the side of good government.”
(Applause).

The doctor then thanked the audience
for their attentive hearing and resumed
his seat amid great applause.

Mr. Skinner.

Mr. Skinner was the next epeaker, and
was well received. He referred to Dr. Me-
Inerney’s remark about Mr. Lantalum be-
ing around when there was a wreck. He
thought there would be a wreck, but it
would be one Mr. Lantalum would buy
cheap. | <

Regarding the expert accountant’s re-
port, it was not intended to be an audit
of ,the accounts as a whole, but simply an
audit to see what truth there was in the
charges made by Mr. Flemming.

He referred to the money spent here by
the federal government from time to time.

J. P. Mosher, St. John County.

commencing with Hon. Mr. Blair’s eleva-
tor to Hon. Mr. Pugsley’s wharf and
dredging, and he appealed to the electors
to make it a party fight. It was a straight
party fight. They should strengthen Dr.
Pugsley’s hands at Ottawa by sending the
four government candidates to Frederic-
ton. :

Mr. Mosher.

J. P. Mosher, one of the county nomi-
nees, was the next speaker and he made
a fine impression on the audience. A lit-
tle' interference from Mr. Lowell just af-
ter he was started warmed him up to the
fight, and he made a capital speech. He
said he was asked a short time ago to run
for the county of St. John. It was the
feeling that a county man should repre-
sent the county and as the last attorney-
géneral was a very extravagant man, they
didn’t think they conld stand another one
in the county. (Laughter).

He was not a speaker, he said, but a
countryman, a lumberman. He wished io
speak to them of the timber limits act
and the highway act. St. John county
had a different highway act from the rest
of the province, yet the people were not
satisfied with it. No money was spent
for repairing bridges until the elections
were coming on. Now they were doing
some repair work. -

Mr. Lowell—‘Name one bridge that is
being repaired now in the county that
was started recently?”

Mr. Mosher—“The Tynemouth Creek
bridge. I had to haul lumber and make
some temporary repairs before I could
use the bridge for hauling on, as it was
not safe.” (Applause).

A bridge was being built at Hibernia
Settlement that cost $480, and the build-
er had told him he could have built it in
the summer for $280. This was a piece
of extravagance. The government could
spend a lot of money on railways, but
they were starving the roads of the prov-
ince. If there was not enough money to
look after the roads, the people ought to
know it.

Referring to agriculture, he told of the
lack of attention being given to agricul-
tural matters by the present government.
Speaking of timber matters, he referred
to sales made at $1.25 a thousand for
twenty-one years that were” worth now
about $4. “Wge are losing our birthright,”
he said, “by allowing timber to be carried
out of the country and manufactured ia
the United States instead of .in this prov-
ince.” The government standard for cut-
ting timber was sixteen feet by ten
inches. He knew of lumber being cut on
licensed land as low as five and six
inches at the butt, and he could prove it.
He thought nothing smaller than twelve
inches at the butt should be allowed to
be cut. It would pay the government 1o
protect its forests if it paid the United
States to plant trees. !

There were 7,000,000 - acres of crown
lands. 1f they cut off 2,000,000 acres for
barrens and streams, that amount of
lJand would allow 150,000,000 to be 'cut.
If this timber was mnot cut for ten years
it would yleld enough to pay the bonded
debt of the province. Where would the
province be in twenty-five years?

The government called the Central rail-
way an asset. If they put the Central
railway up at auction tomorrow who
would want to buy it?

A voice— ‘Lantalum.” (Great laughter
and cheers).

Mr. Mosher—“I don’t believe you would
get $500,000 for it. I believe Mr. Hazen
would turn the Central railway over io
Lantalum as soon as he got in power.”

They talked about what Pugsley had
done for St. John and the province, but
it was not long ago he wanted to dam
the St. John river and send out lumber to
the United States. (Great applause).

The epeaker appealed to the electors to
support the opposition ticket; and theoy
would endeavor to see that St. John
county got fair treatment.

Mr. Lowell.

James Lowell,- who was the next speak-
er, said Mr. Mosher was a party to the
passing of the St. John county highway
act, he having been a councillor with him
when it was sent to the legislature. He
quoted an official of the zounty as author-
ity that the road J»# was well adminis-

(Continued on page 9, sixth column.)




