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- THE STRENGTH OF A CHURCH.

A stary has been going the rounds that when @ cerfain
church was about 1o build & sew edifice, one of the deacons
was showing the srchitects’ designs, and coming to the
drawing of the steeple he exclaimed, ‘There, that sterple
will Be 180 feet high, the tallest steeple in all this part of
the country. Won't that make sioners tremble?'

Without vouching for the truth of this story, the thought
of the gond deacon finds expression in many of our churches,

¢ that much of the power of religion is found in externals.

I & chugeh has a large and weaithy mvmbership, an im-
posing and v ell-furnished edifice, an eloquent preacher and
grtistic choir, if, in short, itls the church of the town, and
10 belong to this church is o ‘be somebody,’ we call it a
strong church, without asking alter the tone of its piety,
On the other band, \f the members of a church are few and
poor we degm it necessarily a ‘feeble’ chirch. - The strength

and prmpmv y of a church are often estimated by its social

position, wifhout regard to its spiritual power.

Ritualism is found npot alome. amovg Romanists and
Episcopalians It exists among Baptists, and Presbyterians
and Methodists as well, For ‘what is Ritualism? - Itis
putting form in the place of spirit, in other words holding
to the idea that there is spiritual power in mere externals.
Now this idea is found in every church. * if a fine buildiog
is erected, a large oongregation gathered, and an elegant
sermon delivered, a large organ played, and a well trained
choir has sung anthems, we beligve a great advance has

"been made, and run away with the idea that that is a pros-

perous aod strong church, without - stopping ' to ask the
question how much spirituality there may_ be behind - this
stately ceremonialisut. - Its numbers may be kept up not by
conversions, but mierely by the inBux which wealth and
fashion will draw ; it may give little or nothing to missions;
the tone of its piety may be low; it may be doing very little
towards bpilding up the kingdom of Christ in the hearts of
men; and yet if it is externally prosperous apt to
gall it a strong and prosporous church. I\‘l:déjl:!din' the
‘feeble’ ciurch we may often desire for itn the strength
of numbers and of wealth than the power which  lies in
piety

Now an army may be larg» in' numbers, e’egantly unif-
formed, witli large cannoa and powerful bass drums, and
yet not be so strong as some smaller body of troops. And
s the guestion regarding a church is not simply as to the
number of its members, but as to their quality—not merely
how well equipped it is .and how elegantly it can ‘go
through its dress parade, but what it can do. Thus o
small dod ragged army ‘may yeét be a powerful army,
and a small and poor church a strong church—strong-
er than its more stylish neighbor,

A church is strong and successfol just so far, and only so
far, as it accomplishes the purpose of church organization.
That parpose is the progagation of Bible truth, and culti-
vation of the spirituility and spiritual power of its mem-
‘Now a man may belong for years to a large and

the increase of his knowledee nor sgirituality. On the
other hand, ths ;members of 4 church may be few and poor,
and yet the character of that ¢hurch be such that each ong
uaiting with it is advanced in Christian truth and in spirit-
ual life, . And if this be so, this small And poor church is a
strong and successful church,

[+t it be understood then, that because a dmrch is small
and lmr it can amount to noth-ng and is a failure; It
may be neverthelcss a strong ¢hurch. And though the

.. member+ of 'a church be nMuiug in numbers or in
- weslth, if they are increasi
" brcoming all the while a stronger churcn, This is the first

in spirituality the church is

thing to be desired regardiog 'a “feeble’ church—not that it
may become larger and wealthier, but that its character
1y be more spicitual, And as fo the increase of its num-
bers, -ueh increase should be sought fm eﬂniemom
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. “There are three reasons, at least ‘why c&kﬂnu
should support our institutions of learging Wolfville, -

it

1 The cause of Christinn education it, . Our
public school system is all that we may ask It is com-
“plete in ifsell, 1t provides for each and all wivhout respect

td class or beliel. In our pablic schools Romanist and
Protestant stand on the same level. 11 is for this reason
tiunhmum umly;hnublbhntol
sepasate schools in the new Provinces, to be created in the

west. We do not want any system of religion to be taught
in the schools provided for ot of the public purse. These
schools mm.:uwnumcnmw.

 mor antagonize i,

The time is fae distant When 41T clagses will copsent to 5

‘po-h—t introduction of Christian Mh.hwwb

lic’s Is. The ab of such. g h s its
effect upon the schools themsels Exery arg t there-
fore, for Christian education is an argument for bur de-
nomination! schools and so an argument for Christians to
give to their support.

2. Our Baptist doctrines need it. These doctiines are -

precious to the men add women who know why they are
Baptists, an-l what it really is 1o be such. Their work is
not yet done in the world. The principles for which they
stand, have stood, and must contin®'to stand, are not yet *
accepted by all who are called Christians. Suppoce all the
educated people in the world were separated entirely from *
the ‘Baptists, what would become of these. doctrines ?
What chance would these have in the future, if all people
should remain as the public school system leaves them ?
What would become of them in the hands of other de-
ls 7 The

prospects, optimistic
: mmmmmﬂw.mm ﬁyd&

‘in some part of British Africa, ot already occupied by

kind. He says the chief object of this m t g
whole gontinent of Africa nod the : ¢
pale ‘according

b?.

Christian civilization
Mhmhb

white people, a coleny of an intelligent, educated, indus-.
mdmdmlm;l‘mmm !ag-
lish-speaking countries.’

The plan of Dr. W-Dmnucdkntmdi!m)ymh
aged and the tight kind of leaders get to the front and keep y
there, ta.mm-ym & success,  Whether. all that
&-pmh-hmmd-mb-mw&wb;iwm

o question, ’l‘hﬂhmhamhmwwh

* capable men of the African sace, among their own

ta America, and Africais clear. We. trust that

Walker and those who are associated with him in tﬂl

great enterprise may bave tbeit mtmdmmemm

fully realized. For fuller i are

requested to wmn to Dr. A B. Walker, St. Joh, N. B.
.

!dhorm Notes. \

=1t (’be tive sis some ong hias said, that ‘worship is !
doing business with God preaching is doing busi- {

-ness with men,’ then it wou{d seem to be a wise, thing |

for men and womeh to get t church early enough fors

the paper will find the editor in his.
a few months retirement from full work, . We are all glad
to know that the rest and freedom from care has proved

only answer that could be given is an acgument for the

tional

beneficial pd(hathefealosuﬁauﬂym to. take up
the work which was laid down so_ reluctantly on account

loyal and ~hearty. support  of  our own d
schools: If the world is to be permeated with Baptist prin-
ciples they must be propagated by the Baptist denomination.
Nnbody else will, or can, do this.

3. The training of our future workers requires | it. Every
part of the organization and work of our people unow

king men and , not only ed d, but d in
accord with the ideals nnd hods of these d inati
al schools.  The churches went such pastors and ‘1he

country churches are beginning to ‘ask for them. Our

hools th Ives, our demies, and high schools want
them for the the positions which await just the kind of
men and women which these denomivational schools ean
furnish, Our Missionary Boards Home and Foreign turs
their eyes towards these schools for the men to take md
fill strategic centers at heme and abroad.

Everythiog that can be urged for thsmn;thum' of
our wotkiu forces as a denomination, is an srgument for

hools of learning at Acadia. ‘Let it be

borne in mmd that such work tells, and it pays a hundred
fold, You may give a beggar his dinner - to-day and be
may die to-morrow. You did a good  deed, though short.
lived. But when you planta school of leaming permeat-
ed with Christian ideals and pulsating with ‘the fruth as it
is.in Jesus’ you have sowh a seed which shall take root, the
fryit of which shall be for ‘the hedling of the nations’
Help on the Second Forward MomlolAendiu Col-
lege.
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MINISTER’S SONS.

The old slander often comes to the front ‘that win-
ister's sons generally turn out badly. Though it has
hoon shown often that there is no truth ‘whatever in

statement, that it is s falsehood pure and simple,
there are many who still believe it. A French in-
vestigator has studbed this subject, and has made a long
1ist of names to prove that the sons of ministers ‘make
upuummam-orw-mcm Here aie
% few of the names:

of impaired health. | We are sure that all will join in wish-
ing for bim that strength which will enable him to contintie

_in the work for which he has shown such excellent quhﬂ
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is to every chuch and every believer a matter of prime im- “ﬁk” i

portance. It must begin and be carried on in the heart
and closet of each disciple: ~ It is to be supperted by habit. |
val prayer, sell ion and waichfulness, study of x
the Word of God and the cheerful and grateful use of all -

“ the means within ourt reach. Some of these are the gather-

ing together of believers, the observance of the New Testa-
ment ordinances, and the loving and  intelligent pérform-
ance of every known duty. When these obtain there will
be an active, , intelligent choich

. ~Worldliness like 2 worm at the yoot of a plaat js
eating out the life of-many in our churches The separation
from the world seems to be regarded as oneof the ‘lost arts?’
The god Mammon is bowed down toand worshipped.
Worldly pleasures'and amusements are almost as eagerly
sought alter by those who profess to be seeking the things

- which are above, as by those whose affections are wedded

to the earth. ' When the world and the flesh enter into the
hearts of believers, it may be morally certain that the devil
is not far off. - He will resume possession if that is  at all
possible. lnnymanexdmhnnonlomhl is & friend
to grace,

~The attention of ourradmu called to the ad-
dress on Temperance by Rev. Judson Kewpton, of
M t d page of this issme in which

M 10, on the
the uqnor business is dealt with in s most trenchant
manner. The address is timely.* We ask onr readers
to thoughtyully peruse the same, and ponder carefully

and prayerfully, the points which are made.  We -have
not read a more vigorous onslaught on tlb,ﬂio greatest .
toe of human kind, for some time and are glad of the
privilege of giving it circulation among the Baptista of
these provinees. 'We hope it may prove & tonic and
stimulus to some Christians.

1t is said that the late Henry Ward Beecher had

Lowell, Holmes, Emerson, Charles Kingsley,
Arnold, Dean Stanley, ‘Macaulsy, Thackeray, - Bir
Christopher Wren, Sir Joshua Reynolds, Swift, Sterne,
Hazlitt, Grover Cleaveland, Peter Stuyvessnt, Adone
iram Judson, Timothy lecit. Henry Clay, Pitz-Green
Hallebk, Morse (the inventor), But why string out the

list, the above could be duplicated a hundredfold:’

As one has well said, ‘it is_ really about, ‘time the old
‘yarn was retired,” to which an’ W ‘Bven
‘80, beloved ;" bub it won't be, it is too sweet » mersel -
of thede s own for them to give it up, though the

facts aru("Mﬂu- ‘There are some good mlm
: fathers

- among his many pictures one small engraving which he
nﬁadmhighly It represented Christ as central
mnougmp Bomnnmddby ﬂnmnc
suflering, the tried and afMicted.
mqehthnmyotw Ifying ber dead child at
4 Mmlhltmunh;hhmu
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